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Foreword

The Andhra Pradesh State Council of Higher Education, in line with the direc-
tions of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, introduced English Medium
in all Degree programmes from the academic year 2021-22. As part of
empowering the students joining Degree programmes from vernacular medium,
the AP State Council of Higher Education is bringing out podcasts, video casts
and notably the bilingual text books. These bilingual books are written in
English, with the gist of the content in Telugu to enable the students to
comprehend the content in their mother tongue. The bilingual text book is
envisioned on the core concept of Outcome Based Education, highlighting the
learning outcomes for every chapter. These are better called as bilingual
resources rather than textbooks, as the APSCHE has developed a template for the
bilingual textbooks designing them with concepts and frameworks going beyond

the usual reading material.

Furthering the detailed description of the topics, as per the common syllabus of
the Redesigned Curricular Framework for Choice Based Credit System, the
bilingual text book contains Glossary, where certain important terms which the
student might be unfamiliar with are identified and explained in one or two
sentences, which is not a mere dictionary meaning. Links to online videos or
audios which will be useful for further reading and understanding of the topics are
given under the Interactive links. To foster further reading, information on online
resources, articles or another text book pertaining to the content are provided. To
make the text book more of a resourceful book, Curricular Activities, wherein
suggested activities that could be taken up in realization of the outcomes are
provided for the benefit of students. To help the students to assess understanding
of the content, Self Assessment instruments are provided. For Advanced
Learners, caters to the needs of advanced learners providing them with additional

Qaterial about the topics. Finally, for every chapter References are provided. /
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I sincerely appreciate the Authors and the Editors for taking pains in bringing out this
bilingual text book in a record time, replete with knowledge which fosters the
academic progression of students. | earnestly thank my Academic Officers,
Dr. B. S. Selina, Sri. Srirangam Mathew and Nodal Officer Sri. M. Satya Ratnam for
their coordinating activities and Prof. K. Rama Mohana Rao, the Vice-Chairman of

APSCHE under whose guidance the publication is brought out.

Y
K. Hem \‘an ra Reddy

Chairman, APSCHE




PROGRAMME: FOUR-YEAR B.A.

(With History, Economics and Political Science Disciplines)

Course Code:
Domain Subject: History
Semester-wise Syllabus under CBCS
I'Year B. A. — Semester — 111
ourse 3:MODERN INDIAN HISTORY LTURE (1764-1947 A. D

Learning Outcomes:
After successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

»  Unearth the true nature of the British rule and its disastrous impact on Indian
economy and society
»  Gauge the disillusionment of people against the Company’s rule even during the
carly 19th century
»  Assess the causes and effects of Reformation movements and also inspire the public
to overthrow inequalities of the present day society
»  Rise above petty parochial issues after understanding the sacrificial saga of freedom
Struggle
»  Evaluate the undercurrent of communal politics that led to India’s partition and
identify the enemies of India’s integrity and sovereignty
> Visualize where places are in relation to one another through map pointing
Syllabus:
Unit-1  Policies of Expansion ~Warren Hastings, Cornwallis - Subsidiary Alliance &
Doctrine of Lapse — Causes & Results of 1857 Revolt — Lytton, Rippon, Curzon
Unit- 1T Social, Religious & Self-Respect Movements — Raja Rammohan Roy,
Dayananda Saraswathi, Swami Vivekananda, JyotibaPhule, Narayana
Guru, Periyar, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Unit - .Causes for the growth of Nationalism - Freedom Struggle from 1885 to 1920:



References:

Anil Seal, Emergence of Indian Nationalism

Banerjee, Sekhar, From Plassey to Partition

Bipan Chandra, Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India
Chandra, Bipan, et. al., India’s Struggle for Independence

Bipan Chandra, Modern India

Joshi, P.C., Rammohun and the Forces of Modernisation in India
R.P.Dutt, India Today
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Mandatory Co-Curricular Activity:

Map pointing should be a compulsory activity as it helps student to understand vividly and
clearly than the text and should be made part of Internal Examination by allotting marks for

this skill-based activity.

uggest -Curricular Activities
@ Debates
@ Student seminars
@ Viva voce interviews
@ Quiz Programmes
@ Photo Album
@ Recording local history
@ Role Play of freedom struggle events
@ Organizing photo exhibition on freedom fighters
@ Celebrations of important events / personalities
@ Conducting Philately
@ Examinations (Scheduled and surprise tests)

ii



INDEX

TOPIC

Page Nos.

From

To

UNIT-1:

Policies of Expansion — Warren Hastings,
Cornwallis — Subsidiary Alliance &
Doctrine of Lapse -Causes & Results of 1857
Revolt- Lytton, Rippon, Curzon.

01

89

UNIT-II :

Social, Religious & Self-Respect Movements —
Raja Rammohan Roy, Dayananda Saraswathi,
Swami Vivekananda, JyotibaPhule,
Narayana Guru, Periyar, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

90

150

UNIT-III :

Causes for the growth of Nationalism -

Freedom Struggle from 1885 to 1920 Moderate
Phase — Militant Phase, Vandemataram Movement
Home Rule Movement

151

221

UNIT-IV:
Freedom Struggle from 1920 to 1947: Gandhiji’s

Role in the National Movement —
Revolutionary Movement — Subhas Chandra Bose.

222

315

UNIT-V:

Muslim League & the Growth of Communalism—
Partition of India—Advent of Freedom - Integration
of Princely States into Indian Union —

Sardar Vallabhai Patel

316

381

iii



oSrQe5-1
DB a8 rposren-s288 T - il VS Kof
LoBAsw  Treyy HolEes drpodsn ~ 1857 &drberen
Se8earen B HOTeen — e5°§ B, ®°§ égS.

1. L.gr88G80S" QAT Erey D8 dgearen.
1.1.1. $8Bchsm.

84S & @bAS Sopes dwpen, Borrdd wOAS &R,
ws3)6 aforzen B8R I0E (DB 70 ©HTTIE Heren
Serom. 2526 Ao FogE i Ho&AIr 8o Boree? Ko
$oRS [ERF1G00. & HOFeS Borrd &° $iE BIBPETS
o80b. 1772 &8 & modalr Soad Borrd & ol
wé‘)oﬁ;@é B8 Errsrobod. PEEREoS? Trey, DQBed Dprare
S0, Bond KIS 22588 S Ao st oreyg, DB
S

L1.2. 88 eYofy (1772-1785):

17726° 5768 ag0f) Bores KB e AaHRoDHT.
@& E)orwei’ e ePBESBE0 0SB EoDnd wh5ost8 %
oo Ee8 é@)ﬁq I, AR ﬁ"@m\a?s DB B ﬁﬁ?&)oﬁ(\)
RIS $Bse0 émé)sg@. o8& 'a‘;)ﬂ?egoﬁg @8R HDohesd
DEFore e Sarend® et Hof Bntad. H FHseskn
soTe, wosParthel 50 efe Grardden &89 ORBrLY Saren®
FB50 BB, BoDd @B8R8 M Sarend B dFeses0
©OBOBTRB e Y08, TS Saran TErS POk P BoBSKHE
. BIER SHjodo (HS85m a8S SrQoR) @ Saran &
B0 B, S 908 P HdBomrd. &8RS po&
B odrg; Soran wELoT. B '§5°§305\) 8528 po&
Ao DB HZos.



Unit-I

Policies of Expansion — Warren Hastings, Cornwallis —
Subsidiary Alliance & Doctrine of Lapse -Causes &
Results of 1857 Revolt- Lytton, Rippon, Curzon.

1.0
1.1

1.2

1.3

14
1.5
1.6
1.7

Learning outcomes

Policies of Expansion

1.1.1
1.1.2
11.3
1.1.4.
1.1.5.
1.1.6.

Introduction

Warren Hastings
Cornwallis

Wellesley

Lord Marquess of Hastings
Lord Dalhousie

Subsidiary Alliance & Doctrine of Lapse

1.2.1.
1.2.2

1.2.3.
1.2.4.
1.2.5.

Economic policies of the British in India
Land Revenue Settlements of East India
Company in India

Commercialization of Agriculture
Famines in India

Decline of cottage industries during British rule

Causes & Results of 1857 Revolt

1.3.1.
1.3.2.
1.3.3
1.3.4
1.3.5
1.3.6

The Revolts of before 1857

The Revolt of 1857

Course and spread of the Revolt of 1857
Causes for Failure of 1857 Rebellion
Nature of Revolt of 1857

Results of Revolt of 1857

Lord Lytton
Lord Rippon

Lord Curzon
Model Questions




8 'ﬁw?&)oﬁQ 00S® 220AS SooggdS Sogoead Swesd
SO -E0TPT° Awgiim. St Dy ago SRS HooTe
TPeggn @08 Boitos® polrdRod. TIrHEIN TeHESEE
%3?5 BoED FPHHT°Y BB BT HTIL il ©HS0
g%%0 DBee NG0B, TBS ‘ﬁﬁ?a))oﬁ“) Bores o Bokd FRSAaR
Hodome. wol P ©FPEyTrers S8 MOEHED
BEoTean. SoFoe(Epen wofcwes® FPenyd(1782) $oh
©oNEBoT%. & [Heessn s 20 R0oDETO Pt HTTH
@O iy ToBANE TPEeRBn0 DE)E0H. & WSS TR
DABPAODHED DBR a8 888 (Frozreod® FErey DN
esrtoT.
FvtelS) 'ﬁs"?&aoﬁ(\) 006 28RS HE°E S0gFS oﬁmgzﬁ:o
Bo soffi- FrRoE A, Foi woff FXeE i &
56 FeBd 3°55 @d DBR 0 L.bowrrd. i ot -
D8 aogEm 1769 & HER $0HE EwAROB. & Hok
(585w Sosfoe(Epen o8 P o8 T eofjcives 366 w8
$BcHo Bosrd. =D Qodfoegpen oo& 3?026@&3 €07050e0
E008 Sicho BehBkn. 1779 &° worf g o
Toegg0 ) HH3@ & wEMoN0s. TS ST s wofdine
o awgo (@000, Eend TPETO E) Descoren FPHOTD.
&R B8 aR0M) KB 05 &gt apEEios” PR HoRoT.
AS0Eo esthrHERS) Boabos® 2ru8b wd 17828° wmesijos®
SEBoTe. w8 HITRHE &) Derd Slales St oﬁ:ocgo
EXFROTD. D) D568 £.8DPaw esoficmes’ 17848° Horberd
%068 @oA8BoTE.

Botd woff, el cingo SoxE &) DS (Bod HBakw
6:8) $55$cH08° eorioimed L,.808P0 FPROTD. BO So[COH
B DerS Dy HowE) EOAN0H. [HIrmeR) HHODS BT
TOF HIFTeFHen HBAw FrETerE Jeros® BGE Ereaod
oyt Beetd. 17906° Suressl esoly 2xied asogio (@EoPob.

3



1.0 Learning outcomes
s+ Understand the expansion policies of the East India Company.

s Unearth the true nature of the British rule and its disastrous
impact on Indian economy and society

s+ Gauge the disillusionment of people against the Company’s
rule even during the early 19th century

s+ Analyses the causes for the revolt of 1857
-+ Estimate the effect of the results on Indian Administration

s« Evaluate the rule of Viceroys which lead to Indian National
movement.

1.1.  Expansion Policies of the British Empire in India.
1.1.1. Introduction:

From 16" C.E. the Europeans came to India for trade.
The Portuguese were the first to come to India followed by the
Dutch, the English and the French. For many reasons Portuguese
and Dutch were forced to leave India. There was a struggle
between the English East India Company and French East India
Company in India, for political power and domination in trade
and commerce. The Anglo-French rivalry in India was a part of
worldwide conflict between England and France for colonial
supremacy over resources. The Carnatic wars in the Deccan ended
the French power in India once for all. The Plassey and Buxar
wars in Bengal laid the foundation of British rule in India. Their
power in north India became unchallenged. After the Battle of
Buxar, the East India Company introduced dual administration in
Bengal. This administration led to many ill effects in Bengal. By
1772, the East India Company had emerged as a formidable force
in Bengal. In India the East India Company embarked on

4
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expansionist policies. The Company’s Governor Generals
expanded the princely state with their policies.

1.1.2. Warren Hastings (1772-1785):

s In 1772, Warren Hastings was
appointed as the Governor of Bengal.
He started a new era in the history of
the East India Company. He played a
significantrole in bringing in Bengal as
well as all of India under the control
of the company.

Steps taken by Warren Hastings for
expansion of British Empire:

Treaty of Benaras:

s Warren Hastings made the Treaty of Banaras with the Nawab
of Oudh contrary to the Allahabad Treaty. According to this,
Kara and Allahabad were handed over to the Nawab of Oudh
for 50 lakhs of rupees. The Company agreed to render military
assistance to the Nawab when necessary.

Policy of Rohilkhand:

= Fearing an attack by the Marathas, the ruler of Rohilkhand
entered into a military treaty with the Nawab of Oudh.
According to this the ruler of Rohilkhand had to pay 40 lakh
rupees to the Nawab of Oudh.

<= Butthe Marathas moved back from Rohilkhand. Apart from
this the Nawab of Oudh demanded 40 lakh as per the
agreement. As the ruler of Rohilkhand did not pay the expected
amount, the Nawab of Oudh invaded Rohilkhand. Warren
Hastings helped the Nawab of Oudh under the Treaty of
Benares. The ruler was killed and Rohilkhand was occupied

6
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by Oudh. Warren Hastings Rohilkhand policy has been
criticized.

First Anglo - Maratha War (1775-82):

The First Anglo-Maratha War was an important event during
the tenure of Warren Hastings. After the Third Battle of Panipat,
the Maratha princely state was weakened by internal strife.
Raghunatha Rao, murdered the Peshwa Narayan Rao and
usurped the power.

This act was opposed by the Maratha
officials. They formed a Council of
Regency headed by Nana Fadnavis.
The Regency supported Madhava Rao
Il as Peshwa.

A clash for power ensued between
Raghunatha Rao and the followers of
Peshwa Madhavrao I1, led by Nana Fadnavis.

Raghunatha Rao signed the Treaty of Surat with the Bombay
Council of East India Company. With the military help of
Bombay Council, Raghunatha Rao defeated the Poona
Regency.

The Bengal Governor annulled the Treaty of Surat. He entered
into the Treaty of Purandar with Nana Fudnavis. But the Court
of Directors approved the Treaty of Surat.

Warren Hastings sent two armies from Bengal. English armies
occupied Ahmedabad and Gwalior. The Marathas agreed to
the Treaty of Salbai (1782) with the British. According to
this, the Company recognised Madhava Rao I as the Peshwa.
Raghoba was given alimony of 3 lakh per annum.
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= There was a peaceful atmosphere between the Marathas and
the British for about 20 years. Taking advantage of this
opportunity, the British began to expand their empire in other
areas.

Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780-84):

= Another important war that was fought during the reign of
Warren Hastings was the Second Anglo-Mysore War.

<= Hyder Alj, the ruler of Mysore, defeated
the British in the First Anglo-Mysore War.
The First Anglo-Mysore War ended with
the Treaty of Madras in 1769. According
to this treaty, the Company agreed to
help Hyder Ali against the Marathas. But
the British did not help Hyder when the
Marathas attacked Mysore.

In 1779, the English army occupied Mahe, the French
settlement in the Mysore princely state against the will of Hyder.
So Hyder sought the help of the French and joined the Anti-
English Confederacy formed by Nana Fadnavis.

This led to a war between Hyder Ali and the English. At first
Hyder Ali had some successes. But Warren Hastings sent
troops under the command of Sir Eyre Cute. Hyder Ali died
of illness in 1782 during the war. His son Tipu Sultan continued
the war with the English. But eventually he was defeated and
agreed to the Treaty of Mangalore in 1784 with the British.

<= According to the Regulating Act of 1772, Warren Hastings
became the Governor General of Bengal. As the Governor
General of Bengal, he consolidated British rule in India.

10
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1.1.3. Cornwallis (1786-1793):

Lord Cornwallis was appointed as
the Governor General of Bengal in 1786.
He waged the third Anglo-Mysore war
against Tipu. After the Second Anglo
Mysore War, Tipu Sultan decided to defeat
the British with the help of the French and
Turkey. This made the British suspicious
of Tipu Sultan. Recognizing the danger,
Cornwallis formed a tripartite alliance with
the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad. In 1790 the Third
Anglo-Mysore War began. Tipu Sultan was defeated in this battle
and signed the Treaty of Srirangapatnam with the British in 1792.
Tipu Sultan lost half of his princely state and paid about three
crores of rupees as war indemnity.

1.1.4. Wellesley (1798-1805):

He was appointed as Governor
General in 1798. Wellesley was a great
imperialist. He expanded the East India
Company Empire in India to the maximum
extent. He adopted many policies for the
expansion of the British Empire. Important
among them were wars and the Subsidiary
Alliance.

Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799): An important battle fought
during the tenure of Wellesley was the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War.
Determined to avenge his defeat in the Third Anglo-Mysore War,
Tipu Sultan sought the help of the rulers of France, Turkey, Arabia
and Afghanistan. Wellesley also wanted to remove the scourge of
Tipu Sultan once and for all. Thus, began the Fourth Anglo-Mysore
War. Tipu Sultan fought heroically and died in 1799. Most of the
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princely state of Mysore came under the control of the British.
For the rest of Mysore, Krishnaraja Wodeyar 111 of the Wodeyar
clan was appointed as the ruler.

Second Anglo Maratha War (1803-05): Second Anglo
Maratha War broke out during Wellesley’s time. The main reason
for war was the imperialism of Wellesley. He wanted to intervene
in the internal affairs of Marathas and persuade the Marathas to
agree to Subsidiary Alliance. The death of Mahadaji Scindia and
Nana Fadnavis gave the British an opportunity to interfere in the
politics of Maharashtra. Peshwa Bajirao Il was weak. Scindia
and Holkar competed for the conquest of Poona. Holkar defeated
the Peshwa and Scindia’s forces. The Peshwa took refuge in
Bessin. He signed the Treaty of Bessin with the British in 1802.
Accordingly, he agreed to join the Subsidiary Alliance. The English
agreed to send 6,000 soldiers to help the Peshwa, and in return,
the Peshwa agreed to give the English the territories which yielded
annual revenue of 26 lakh rupees. Maratha leaders Scindia and
Bhonsle continued to fight with the British. Wellesley defeated
the combined army of Maharashtra in 1803. Many areas under
the rule of the Marathas came under the control of the company.
Scindia and Bhonsle agreed to join the Subsidiary Alliance. Only
Yashwantrao Holkar defeated the English armies. Meanwhile the
company called back Wellesley.

Subsidiary Alliance: Wellesley brought the native princely states
under the Company’s control not only through wars but also
through Subsidiary Alliance.

Salient features of Subsidiary Alliance: The native ruler who
agreed to join the treaty had to fulfill the following conditions:

<= Hehad to hand over his foreign affairs to the Company. No
wars should be waged or no treaties shall be entered with any
other state without the consent of the Company.

14
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The native ruler had to accept the paramountcy of the British
Government.

A native ruler had to disband his own armies. The company
takes on the responsibility of providing internal and external
security to the native princely state. Large states may maintain
armies to some extent. But they were kept under the
surveillance of the Company authority.

He had to agree to the presence of the contingent troops on
his territory. The native ruler has to pay the expenses for the
maintenance of the company’s troops. Small princely states
have to pay a certain amount every year for the expenditure.
The large princely states had to cede a part of their territory
to the company.

The native king must agree to appoint a British Resident in his
territory. He would monitor the activities of the ruler.

The native king was not allowed to appoint non-English
Europeans into the service without the consent of the British.

The company would not interfere in the internal affairs of the
Princely State.

States that joined the Subsidiary Alliance:

'« Hyderabad State was the first princely state to join the

Subsidiary Alliance. The ruler of Hyderabad, Nizam Ali Khan,
entered into the Subsidiary Alliance through two treaties in
1798 and 1802. As a part of the agreement he ceded the
districts of Bellary, Anantapur, Kadapa and Kurnool to the
company with full rights to meet the expenses of the English
troops.
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Wellesley forced the Nawab of Oudh to join this treaty in
1801. He occupied the plains of Ganges and Yamuna for the
sustenance of the Company’s troops. About half of the state
of Oudh was occupied by the British.

Krishnaraja Wadiyar after the Fourth Mysore War and the
Maratha rulers after the Second Maratha War entered into
the Subsidiary Alliance.

Wellesley also brought small princely states like Thanjavur,
Jodhpur, Jaipur, Macheri Bundi and Bharatpur under the
company’s jurisdiction through this treaty.

Merits: The East India Company had many benefits from the
Subsidiary Alliance.

The system consolidated the power of the British over India.
The native kings disbanded their armies and bore the cost of
maintaining the Company’s armies. Hence the Company’s
military expenditure was reduced.

The future wars were fought not in the Company’s dominion
but in the territory of the Company’s friendly indigenous kings.

The East India Company expanded its empire in India by
utilizing the Indian resources. Company extended its power
over many princely states without bloodshed.

Demerits:The indigenous states suffered greatly from the
Subsidiary Alliance.

s The East India Company only maintained the outward

independence of the native states. But in practice the native
rulers lost their independence and became their subordinates.
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+& The financial resources of the indigenous states were damaged
by the provision of necessary funds for the company’s military
maintenance or the granting of territories.

<= Theindigenous princely states were protected by the British
and had no fear of foreign attacks and internal revolts. So,
they neglected the administrative affairs and ignored the welfare
of'the people. This led to misrule in many princely states. In
the course of time, it gave an opportunity for the Company to
annex the princely states on the grounds of maladministration.

As the indigenous princely states disbanded their armies all of
the soldiers lost their jobs. Many of them have turned to
dacoity. They were known as Pindaries.

Despite the shortcomings of the Subsidiary Alliance, it served
the East India Company to improve their economic conditions
and establish power in India. Allin all, by the time Wellesley
retired, most of India had come under the control of the East
India Company.

1.1.5. Lord Marquess of Hastings (1813-1822):

Marquess of Hastings came to Indiain 1813. He
continued Wellesley’s policies. He followed the
policy of Subordinate Isolation to control the
native rulers.

Third Anglo— Maratha War (1817-1818); The

Second Anglo-Maratha War undermined the supremacy of the
Maratha rulers. But they did not stop trying to regain their
independence. Peshwa Bajirao Il also got tired of the dictatorial
policies of the British and tried to organize the Maratha rulers to
fight against the British. In 1817 the Peshwa attacked the British
Residency at Poona. Appasaheb attacked the Nagpur Residency.
Madhavrao Holkar also prepared for war. Lord Hastings defeated
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the Maratha coalition. Marathas accepted British sovereignty
under forcible conditions. Peshwaship was abolished. The
defeated Peshwa Baji Rao Il became aalimonyer of the company
receiving an annual allowance of 8 lakh rupees. The British
occupied the major part of the kingdom of Peshwa and annexed
itinto Bombay province. By 1819, the Marathas were confined
to a small princely state called Satara.

=& British paramountcy was also established in Rajput states
during the reign of Hastings.

s+ Lord Hastings waged the Gurkha war. He defeated the ruler
and compelled him to sign the treaty of Sugauli. With this treaty
some parts of Nepal, Shimla t came under the control of the
British.

1.1.6. Lord Dalhousie (1848-1856):

Lord Dalhousie came as the
Governor General of India in 1848. Like
Wellesley he was a great imperialist. His
aim was to consolidate British rule in India.
Dalhousie adopted four approaches to
achieve this. They are the Doctrine of
Lapse, abolition of Titles and alimonies,
Annexation on the cause of inefficient rule
and wars.

< Doctrine of Lapse: Dalhousie introduced the Doctrine of
Lapse to conquer indigenous princely states without
bloodshed. The theory was applied to the princely states
which were under the British protection or state created by
the British. According to this, if the native kings died without a
natural heir or childless, the state would lapse into paramount
power. According to the Hindu dharmasastras, Hindus had a
right to adopt sons if they were childless. But according to the
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Doctrine of Lapse, the ruler should seek the permission of the
company to adopt a son. Dalhousie denied the right of
adoption to the princely rulers. Ifthe native king adopts a son
without the prior permission of the company, the adopted son
inherits only the personal property of the native king. The
principality of the ruler cannot be inherited.

Dalhousie annexed the princely states of Satara, Sambalpur,
Nagpur, Bhagat, Jaitpur, Udaipur, Jhansi etc. through the theory
of Doctrine of Lapse.

Abolition of Titles and alimonies: Dalhousie abolished the titles
and alimonies of some native rulers. He abolished the titles of
the Nawabs of Karnataka and Surat and the honorary position
of the King of Thanjavur. After the death of Peshwa Baji Rao
11, he withheld the payment of 8 lakh rupees of alimony to his
adopted son Nanasaheb. He also proposed to deprive the
Mughal emperor of his title but was rejected by the Directors.

Dalhousie occupied the state of Oudh on the pretext of
maladministration. In fact, the Nawab of Oudh was friendly
with the East India Company from the beginning. Oudh has
suffered badly due to the Subsidiary Alliance. The Nawab
neglected the administration. The British Residents Sleeman
and Outram sent a report to the company asking them to
improve the situation in Oudh. Taking this as an opportunity
the court of Directors ordered Dalhousie to annex Oudh in
1856. This move of Dalhousie was heavily criticized.

Dalhousie defeated the Sikhs in the Second Sikh War and
annexed Punjab to the British Empire. With this it can be said
that the expansion of the East India Company reached its
peaks in India.
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1.2 Subsidiary Alliance & Doctrine of Lapse:

By the time the British entered India, India was
economically self-sufficient. Political stability in India during the
Mughal rule also improved economic conditions. India’s products,
mainly handwoven textiles, were in great demand worldwide. The
East India Company, which entered India during the period of
Jahangir, gradually gained political power over India. The
economic policies of the company exploited India’s natural
resources, human resources, Agriculture, cottage industries,
handicrafts etc.

1.2.1. Economic policies of the British in India:

Mercantilism and Colonialism: The economic policy formulated
by the British Government is called mercantilism. According to
this, the colonial states should work only for the development of
their mother country. The economic resources of the colonial
powers should be used to develop the industries of the mother
country. Another important aspect of mercantilism is the free trade
policy. The government should not interfere in the commercial
activities of individuals. Extreme form of mercantilism can be said
as colonialism. The economic policies adopted by the East India
Company in India were meant to strengthen the British economy.
Indian economic historian Ramesh Chandra Dutt studied the
economic policies of the British and their results. He mentioned
three stages in British economic policy. They are

s The first phase lasted from 1765 to
1813. Atthis stage the monopoly of
the East India Company in the trade of
India continued. The Company
invested huge amounts in Indian
markets to get control over the trade.
The British bought Indian Handlooms
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and other products at lower prices and sold them in European
markets at higher prices and made huge profits. At this stage
the British Government imposed heavy import duties on Indian
textiles to protect British textile industries in England. However,
Indian textiles have maintained their demand in European
markets. Even then Indian producers were not profited. After
the Battle of Plassey, the East India Company used their
political power to exploit Indian products for their own profit.
The company officials forced Indian producers to sell their
products at lower prices. The company paid lower wages to
the artisans in India. The monopoly of the East India Company
over Indian trade continued up to 1813.

The second phase lasted from about 1813 to 1857. The British
government abolished the East India Company’s trading
monopoly in India with the Charter Act of 1813. Any British
citizen can carry on mercantile trade in India. With this, the
free trade policy was implemented in India. Asaresultofthe
Industrial Revolution, India was used as a market for goods
produced on a large scale in England. The Industrial Revolution
had a profound effect on the economic relations between
England and India. England developed modern industries and
designed the Indian economy as a market to sell those
products. India had to export its agricultural produce and
raw minerals at low prices and buy machine-made goods from
Britain at high prices. As a result, cottage industries and
handicrafts in India have suffered. Indian traders and artisans
lost their livelihood. The Indian economy has turned into a
colonial economy.

The third phase lasted from 1858 till independence. At this
stage, the wealth of India was transferred to England on a
large scale. This is called drain of Wealth. The British gradually
took over trade and commerce in India. In the financial sector,
the British invested heavily in the establishment of institutions
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such as plantations, railways, industries, banks, insurance
companies, etc. This contributed to the creation of a capitalist
economy.

1.2.2 Land Revenue Settlements of East India Company
in India:
In India, the East India Company introduced three types
ofland surveying systems. They are the Permanent Settlement,
Ryotwari and Mahalwari.

Permanent Settlement: Warren Hastings introduced the system
of auctioning land revenue every year. This is called the Ek Sala
system. However, this method has several drawbacks. In 1793
Cornwallis introduced Permanent Settlement. It is also known as
the zamindari system. Salient features of the system are:

<= Land Revenue is auctioned once every ten years. Those who
bidded the highest sums in the auction were recognized as
zamindars. A revenue employee named Shirastedar played
an important role in this process.

s The proprietary rights over the lands were given to the
zamindar. Farmers lost their ownership rights on land. They
became the tenants of their own land paying the rent demanded
by the Zamindars.

< The Permanent Revenue system has resulted in stable revenue
for the company. The company had no responsibility for
collecting tax. Thus, the government bureaucracy like
tahsildars, patwaris and kanungos were abolished. This
reduced the expenditure of the company. Enthusiastic landlords
brought the new barren lands under cultivation. As aresult,
agricultural production increased and surplus income was
created. This was due to the landlords investing in industries
which led to economic development. The zamindars became
loyal supporters of the English at the rural level as they were
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granted permanent property rights over land. He stood by
the company in the 1857 rebellion.

This system has its own drawbacks. The British could not
enhance their revenue with the increase in production and
prices. In some instances, the zamindars could not pay the
bid amount to the company. Their lands were confiscated.
Agriculture sector is neglected. Neither the zamindars nor
the company officials paid any attention to agricultural
development. The Interests of the peasants were highly
neglected. They were left at the mercy of the zamindars

Company officials like Holmes, Thorner, Charles Metcalfe,
Beveritz criticized the permanent settlement. They opined
that this policy was designed without understanding the Indian
rural peasants, suppressed the rights of the peasants and only
protected the interests of the landlords and the company.

Ryotwari System: the company
officials who opposed the
Permanent Settlement devised the
Ryotwari system. Captain Reed
in Baramahal District, Thomas
Munro in the ceded districts and
Madras Presidency and
Elphinstone in Bombay
Presidency implemented this
System.

Highlights of Ryotwari System: The government of the East
India Company collects land tax directly from the farmers.
Accordingly, revenue officers and employees like Collectors,
Tahsildar etc. were appointed. Company does not have
middlemen between farmers. Pattas were given to the farmer
giving ownership rights over the land. Lands were surveyed
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and survey numbers assigned. Lands are registered in the name
of the farmer cultivating the land. The assessment would be
done for every 30 years. The Government confiscates the
land of a farmer who does not pay tax. The required loans
were provided to the farmers in easy installments.

Merits: Farmers got property right over cultivated land.
The lack of intermediaries between the people and the
Government gave the Government an opportunity to know
the conditions of the farmers and solve their problems. Due
to sanctioning loans to farmers, their condition has improved.
The Company felt that depending on a large number of
peasants rather than a small number of zamindars would bring
stability to the Government. Revenue was increased as the
taxes paid by the farmers went directly to the Government.

Disadvantages: Even in this system the farmers do not benefit
much. This system did not establish a peasant ownership
system. The zamindars were replaced by the Company.
Officials declared that the land revenue is a levy paid by farmers
for the use of land. So the right of ownership of the land to
the farmers became nominal in practice. Taxation is high in
many areas. Most of the harvested crop had to be paid to the
government in the form of land revenue. No waiver was given
even during floods and droughts. The company seized and
auctioned the lands of farmers who could not pay took loans
for the payment of tax. The money lenders occupied the lands.
Company Acts were in favor of moneylenders. With this,
once the farmer was in debt, he could not pay it for the rest of
his life. Company government did not focus on agricultural
development. Irrigation facilities were neglected. Agriculture
was left behind. Thus, many famines occurred between1757
- 1857. The payment of taxes in cash has also caused loss to
the farmers. When prices of agricultural produce fell, farmers
had to sell a large portion of their crops to pay taxes.
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Employees committed inhuman acts in collecting taxes. The
police also came to help the Tahsildar and tortured the farmers.
The life of farmers has become miserable.

Mahalwari System: The East India Company introduced
the Mahalwari system in 1822 in the Ganges Valley and some
parts of Central India, Punjab. In 1819, Holt Mackenzie,
Secretary of the Board of Revenue, submitted a report stating
that there was common ownership in the villages of North
India and therefore the East India Company should be
organized on a village-by-village basis. Company accepted
the report and Regulation VII implemented the Mahalwari
system. Through this there will be joint ownership of the
villages. Tax is imposed on the whole village. Under this
system the company entered into an agreement with the local
zamindar in the villages of a Mahal to pay land tax for a fixed
period. zamindars do not have any kind of hereditary rights
under this system. James Thomson implemented this system
in northwest India. Dalhousie reduced the rate to 50 percent
in 1855. But even Mahal’s policy did not benefit the farmers.

On the whole the land revenue policies consolidated British
power. The zamindars and officers who got their rights from
the Company stood by the British. Farmers have suffered a
lot.

1.2.3. Commerecialization of Agriculture:

Agricultural commercialization was one of the most

important outcomes of British economic policies. Agro-
commercialization is the cultivation of crops not for family
consumption, but for large-scale marketing. Similarly, cultivation
of crops needed for industries in place of food crops can also be
said to be commercialization of agriculture. Factors that led to
the commercialization of agriculture during the British period in
India were:
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To cater the need of raw materials to the industries of the
British.

Development of road transport facilities in India.

The construction of the Suez Canal made it possible to
transport raw materials cheaply by reducing the travel distance
between India and Britain.

The civil war in the United States made British investors
dependent on India for their raw materials.

The land revenue policies of the British Government created
conditions for farmers to grow commercial crops or cash
Crops.

Irrigation facilities provided by the British Government also
contributed to this.

Due to the above causes, Indian farmers reduced the
cultivation of food crops and started growing commercial crops
like tobacco, tea, indigo, cotton, sugarcane etc. British
economic policies also encouraged agricultural
commercialization. Brokers played a major role in the sale of
agricultural produce. In some areas, investors provided loans
to farmers to grow the crops they needed for their industries.
This led to forced agriculture. In Bengal and Bihar, the British
capitalists forced the peasants to cultivate the indigo crop.

Results of Agricultural Commercialization:

Industries in England benefited from the commercialization of
agriculture.

Due to the lack of facility to store agricultural produce, forced
the farmers to sell the crops immediately which enabled the
brokers to buy crops from farmers cheaply.
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% Severe droughts have occurred in India due to the drastic
reduction in food production.

s The prices of land increased and the market for land was
created.

<= The self-sufficient rural economy was completely destroyed.
1.2.4. Famines in India:

Famine is the lack of access to the minimum food required
for human survival. During the rule of the East India Company i.e.
between 1757 and 1857 there were about ten major famines.
The most important of them was the
famine in the state of Bengal in 1770.
About one third of the population
diedinit. Severe droughts occurred
in the Deccan in 1803 and 1837.
After 1858 also many other famines
occurred. People died due to lack
of food grains. Notable among them
were the terrible famines of 1860 in
North-West India and 1867 in
Orissa. In 1877 severe drought
occurred in Madras, Bombay,
Mysore, Hyderabad etc. About 50
lakh people lost their lives.

Famine prevention measures were taken by the British
Government: The British Government did not pay attention to
drought prevention measures even till 1880. Measures taken to
prevent drought after 1880:

A Famine Relief Commission was appointed in 1878 under
the chairmanship of Richard Strachey by Lytton. The Strachey
Commission suggested measures to be taken during drought.
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Abolition of taxes in famine-prone areas, free supply of food and
medicine, employment to physically fit people, provision of loans
for purchase of seeds and cattle, preparation of famine codes to
take relief measures for famine-affected areas, establishment of
famine relief and insurance fund are important among them.

s n 1883 the British India Government framed the Feminine
Code. A drought welfare fund and an insurance fund were
established as part of this.

s+ The Second Famine Relief Commission was set up in 1898
under the leadership of Sir James Lyall. This commission
accepted the recommendations of the Strachey Commission
and suggested relief measures to be brought to the tribals and
the weavers.

= AFamine Prevention Commission was appointed under the
leadership of Antony McDonald during Lord Curzon’s tenure.
In times of drought, sanctioning of Takkavi loans, cancellation
of'land tax, establishment of agricultural development banks,
establishment of irrigation facilities, etc. were suggested.
Curzon established An Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa
in Bihar in 1903. In 1905, the All India Board of Agriculture
was formed.

<= The Indian Council Act of 1919 earmarked a sum of money
to state governments to combat droughts.

On the whole, the drought prevention and relief measures
taken by the British Government were very limited.

1.2.5. Decline of cottage industries during British rule:

India’s cottage industries and handicrafts have become
world famous since ancient times. After agriculture, the largest
percentages of people are employed in handicrafts. Due to the
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worldwide demand for Indian products, cottage industries
flourished. After the advent of the British to India, they changed
the economic system to their advantage.

Causes for the decline of cottage industries:

s After gaining political power in India by Company, the artisans
were constrained and the British made a profit by buying Indian
products at low prices and selling them abroad at high prices.

& Afterthe industrial revolution, machine-made goods in England
were imported to India on a large scale. Unable to compete
with these, Indian handicrafts and cottage industries closed
down.

s The British implemented free trade policies. High import duties
were levied in Britain on Indian products. Many restrictions
have been imposed on them.

¢ In 1833, the British government abolished duties on English
products imported into India. As aresult, British products
flooded the Indian markets in huge quantities

s Asthe Indian nobility lost to the British, their patronage of
handicrafts suffered.

¢ The Indian craze for foreign goods has reduced the demand
for Indian goods.

% Construction of roads and railways has been the most
damaging factor to Indian cottage industries. The construction
of railways destroyed India’s self-sufficient rural economy.
Railways transported England’s products to remote parts of
India. By 1900, about 25,000 miles of railway lines had been
builtin India.
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s The economic policies of the British completely destroyed
the cottage industries and handicrafts of India.

1.3 Causes & Results of 1857 Revolt

There were several revolts against the company in India.
The most important of these was the Revolt of 1857. But between
1757 and 1856 there were also several uprisings of peasants
against the Company’s policies. Among them the rebellion of
peasants in the Western Ghats in 1817, Gujars in Saharanpur and
Jats in Rohtak in 1824, and the revolt of Kolis in Gujarat in 1839
are important. Apart from this, many local rebellions also took
place. The East India Company suppressed these rebellions.
Before 1857 there were also many tribal revolts. Notable among
them was the rebellion of Khasis in 1829-33, the Kol tribes in
Biharin 1831-32 in Ranchi, Singh Bham, Hazaribagh etc. Similarly,
in Orissa there was the rebellion of the Khonds in 1846 - 48, the
Santhal rebellion in Bihar in 1855 - 56. Although these rebellions
were put down, they were indicative of Indian opposition to British
rule.

1.3.1 Early Revolts:

The 1857 rebellion was not spontaneous. Before the
Sepoy Revoltin 1857, Indian soldiers serving in the East India
Company’s army had staged regional rebellions across the country.
The strict rules and regulations imposed by the company officers
led to the rebellion of the sepoys. By 1856, more than 40 major
rebellions and hundreds of smaller rebellions had occurred across
the country. But these resistances were regional and had limited
impact. Of them important were:

== The first Revolt of sepoys in India against the Company rule
took place in Visakhapatnam in 1780. There the sepoys
rebelled against the service rules imposed by the company.
This was suppressed by the company officials
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s OnlJuly 10, 1806, the Sepoys mutineed at Vellore. In 1806,
John Krader, a military officer at Vellore issued an order that
sepoys should not grow beards, mustaches, long hair, and not
wear turbans. He also ordered all the sepoys to wear leather
jackets. The Hindu, Muslim sepoys rebelled against it. Sepoys
killed some English soldiers and officers in Vellore fort. The
mutinous sepoys were brutally attacked by the British officers
and the Revolt was crushed. A few people were killed in the
clash at that time. In 1807 the orders of John Crater of the
East India Company were revoked.

s In 1824, the Company’s military officers ordered the sepoys
of'the 47th Regiment of Barrackpore to travel to Rangoon to
participate in the Anglo-Burmese War. But the sepoys did
not agree to sea voyage as Hindu Dharma Shastras forbade
sea voyage. The sepoys defied the orders of the English
officers. With that, the British military officers disarmed the
soldiers of the 47th Regiment and mercilessly fired at them
and killed them. The leaders of the sepoys were hanged.
The 47th Regiment was disbanded.

s In 1844 seven battalions of sepoys revolted over the issue of
pay and allowances. Sepoys expressed their displeasure during
the war in Afghanistan.

s OnFebruary 26, 1857, the Indian sepoys of the 19th Infantry
at Berhampur were asked to use a new type of rifle.
Moreover, they refused to participate in the parade.

1.3.2. The Revolt of 1857:

The Revolt of 1857 was the most prominent of the revolts
against the East India Company’s rule. This revolt is one of the
most important and unique historical events in the history of modern
India. Sepoys were the main participants in this rebellion which
took place after a century of East India Company rule. Various
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sections of the society played a major role in this revolt against the
exploitative policies of the East India Company. Sepoys serving
in the Company’s army started this rebellion against the Company’s
policies. Many sections of the society joined this rebellion. This
rebellion took place on a large scale in North Central India. The
rebels fought bitterly for more than a year and became immortal in
the history of India. By 1857 the East India Company had occupied
many parts of India. Bahadur Shah II, the Mughal emperor who
was said to be the sovereign of India, became the nominal ruler.
The rebellion that broke out in Meerut on 10 May 1857 was not
asudden event. This is not just a case against greased cartridges.
It was against the policies of the East India Company. The uprising
was caused by the popular opposition to the rule of the East India
Company for the last hundred years. The causes are as follows:

Political causes:

= The East India Company occupied most of the parts of India
by 1857. The native kings were left with nominal powers.
The company exploited the disunity among the native rulers
and established its sovereignty over India. They even followed
unethical means to grab the power. This led to dissatisfaction
among Indians with the company’s policies. Indians could not
accept a foreign trade company exercising power in India.

The British Governor Generals expanded their power in India
through their imperialist policies. Wellesley introduced a
Subsidiary Alliance and occupied many territories.

<= Some historians believe that the policies of Dalhousie were an
important cause of the 1857 rebellion. Dalhousie introduced
the theory of The Doctrine of Lapse t and occupied Satara in
1848, Sambalpur in 1849, Udaipur in 1852, Jhansi in 1853
and Nagpur in 1854. The native rulers who had lost their
princely states participated in this revolt.

50



888 JoKees:

B8 68 HHd BErdIGITRE OPS €Y Boros®
DoBEBem el BHIBOTE. TF ([©HeHTe B[RS
ﬁ“éwﬁgw EDomr. g8y, JB)E , 3505(3, megdﬁazéegéé@és
oolge% APodore by &epwéa?ﬁ OB FRY) EYOTD. TP
STPAH HIBK DT, T emrchod® & DEESHH
BolEs (b0 TR 388 Wnod. DAS oo’ &) BB LSS
$020809 béé@é Arard) @en B B e Bt
D (Frozres® ¢ e &8 NForr oty Sen Bndan.
SoSren - 5P Aardes HEgen:

FEBBI0SE LT EHY) ersren KoFAoB. @HS
FodHen Jardes St BIBENBE 0 S5HsH $8BoITD.
OuS o oo’ 1876-1878 &y grd8Bd0s” BRI
5D GYRod. ey Fowran Fokrdd FeETeers Hoerd
[Erozren Siorr 86 erdS drpow. 5 ofp 08 (Heeo
BB, (Dwed GHIHS Sogen é@o)oiscéoés (8H&Ez0
DHODOB. 0°§ 8%5 B daedes 58500 Srrdoseeldd 6£5§
(29 0gEE0 865 dardes EWHS B ASHHOVOB. (LD EWRS
DYHBDS JTBes” 2D 85 JRBEH $HYodod. JREES®
58)&5@65 BB) dardes BBz JrdoDod. E&D éa?gééaoéa
BepBHoBore HTYSTRE Beken, 5, BENAS HSges b
BSEod SrDoRod. EHH HES (Frozros® SFEWDE SEgen
©OHOBERE HBH0HTS 68700 AchHomred IRoRos.
©oBSHOT Y HBS (@rozred® Sine 8 Iared &
DBore eFord) Hothen 8o BAeed (£9208%8 EredoDok.
oeahS B8 «f 1876

BOR Bghdo 18768 oeahS BES) o5 & @3%&@0&.
BER TR & B & &b o A5ed aipbod. e OQS 1877
2050 a805 B85 &YS° woadHS Sond Joven B S

51



= Nanasaheb, the second son of Peshwa Bajirao Datta, was
denied alimony by Dalhousie. Nanasaheb was forcibly sent
from Poona to Kanpur. Then he played a leading role in the
rebellion of 1857.

+& The Company officials on various occasions arbitrarily violated
the agreements made with the Swadeshi kings and the promises
given to the native kings. In princely states, rulers were
frequently changed and the favorites of the Company were
placed on the thrones.

Dalhousie ordered Bahadur Shah I, the last Mughal emperor,
to leave the Red Fort and move to the Qutub Minar area.
The Indians took this as an insult to them.

Dalhousie annexed Oudh in 1856 on the pretext of
maladministration. This move was met with many criticisms.
Since the beginning, Oudh has been faithful to the East India
Company. The occupation of such a princely state, the Indians
noticed the greed and wickedness to the East India Company.
About 75 thousand people from the Oudh region are working
in the company’s army. Almost every agricultural family in
Oudh has represented a person in the army. Employees and
soldiers of Oudh lost their jobs. The burden of land revenue
on the farmers has increased. Traders lost their businesses.
About 20,000 estates of Talukdars and zamindars in this region
were confiscated by the British. Having lost their estates,
they played a major role in the rebellion.

= Governor General Canning announced in 1856 that after the
death of the Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah II, the Mughal
rulers would no longer have the titles and royal symbols and
their successors would be called Princes. This created panic
among the Indians.
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“&  Theprinciple of equality introduced in the administrative system
by the English authorities angered the upper classes who were
enjoying special status in India.

<= Theracist policies followed by the British in administration
fostered Indian resentment towards the Company’s rule. The
British treated the Indians very badly and punished them with
whippings and imprisonment for even the smallest of offenses.

¢ The British did not in any sense try to develop rapprochement
with the Indians. Indians were looked down upon with racism.
Therefore, the Indians strongly opposed their rule.

s The East India Company’s administration and courts were
mired in corruption. The police and other officials have sucked
the people.

Economic causes: The East India Company’s economic policies
made all sections of India miserable. The company has ruined
India’s self-sufficient economy for its own selfish interests. The
Indian economy was transformed into a colonial economy.

s Farmers suffered severely due to the company’s land revenue
settlements. Farmers lost ownership rights over their lands
under the permanent settlement system. They depended on
the benevolence of the landlords. Farmers lost their lands
due to the imposition of heavy taxes even in the Ryotwari
system. This caused rural indebtedness. The East India
Company did not pay much attention to the development of
agriculture as much as it did in tax collection. The agricultural
sector has been completely neglected. Droughts have become
common.

% Many zamindars also lost their lands because they could not
pay the tax fixed by the East India Company. According to
the ‘Sale Law’ their assets were confiscated by the company.
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In the preceding five years of 1857 the Inam Commission of
Bombay confiscated nearly 20,000 rent free estates of the
zamindars. The zamindars that lost their zamindari rights joined
hands with the rebels.

The East India Company used India’s natural resources as
raw materials for its industries in Britain. Commercialization
of agriculture led to shortage of food crops.

The East India Company destroyed the cottage industries of
India for their commercial interests. After the Industrial
Revolution, Indian cottage industries could not withstand the
competition of the machine-based products of the British. Due
to this the artisans lost their jobs. This led to rural
unemployment.

The soldiers also lost their jobs when the indigenous kings
who joined the subsidiary alliance disbanded their armies.

Asthe East India Company annexed the indigenous princely
states, artists, scholars and religious leaders who were
patronized by the indigenous kings also lost their employment.

In the conventional system of education in India, education
was not aimed at getting Government jobs. But the western
education introduced by William Bentinck had the objective,
to employ the Indians into Government service for lower
salaries which enabled the reduction of expenses to the
Company. But the East India Company could not absorb all
educated Indians into Government jobs. Hence the educated
youth did not get job opportunities.

Social causes: East India Company officials introduced many
social reforms as part of its administrative reforms. The orthodox
Indians felt that the British were deliberately destroying their social
customs and traditions.
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In 1829, Lord William Bentinck passed the Sati Abolition
Act. This was vehemently opposed by conservative Hindus.

Prohibition of infanticide was also opposed by the orthodox
Hindus.

Indians felt that the English education system would destroy
the traditional education of Indians and indigenous languages.
Orthodox Indians also opposed modern education for women.

In 1856, Hindu widow remarriage law passed by Dalhousei
was opposed by orthodox Hindus.

The railways introduced in India by the East India Company
created many misconceptions among Indians. Orthodox
Hindus objected to all castes sitting together in trains. They
opined that the English were aimed at polluting their social
order and destroying the caste system.

Religious causes:

The social and religious beliefs of the expatriate British were
different from the religious beliefs of Hindus and Muslims in
India. Therefore, the Indians felt that the British, who gained
political power, would forcibly impose Christianity on them.

In 1813 the British Parliament passed the Charter Act. The
British authorities interfered in the social and religious affairs
of India with the Charter Act 1813. This act allowed Christian
missionaries to come to India and make converts in India. It
also authorized the establishment of a head office of Christian
Missionaries in Calcutta and the appointment of a Bishop.
Christian missionaries were allowed to set up English
educational institutions and preach their religion in them. A
large number of Christian missionaries entered India in 1833
with the support of the East India Company. They openly
propagated Christianity in India. Proselytism was encouraged
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in educational institutions, hospitals, prisons and the army.
Thus, the East India Company deliberately supported the
Christian Missionaries. Indians feared that the East India
Company would deliberately end Hinduism and Islam.

s According to Hindu Dharma Shastras, converts have no
inheritance rights in property. But the Dalhousie passed an
Actin 1850, allowing inheritance rights even for converts to
Christianity in ancestral property. This was strongly opposed
by Hindus.

s+ The company canceled the concessions given to Hindu Muslim
religious institutions which were enjoyed during the period of
Indian rulers. They lost their significance. This hurt the feelings
of the religious leaders.

Military causes: Although all sections of India hated the
Company’s administration, it was only the Sepoys who started
the rebellion. As the sepoys are also a part of Indian society, the
hardships faced by Indians in political, social and economic areas
are reflected in the lives of the sepoys. In addition to that, the
conditions in the army were also not favorable.

The East India Company employed Indians into military
services and conquered India with their help. As Karl Marx rightly
described, the East India Company conquered India by the Indian
army at the cost of India. The army consisted of two divisions.
One is British and the other is Indian. The British were called
Soldiers and the Indians were called Sepoys.

Y,

<= There was discrimination against the sepoys in salaries,
promotions and in-service rules. Indians were not given higher
promotions than Subedar. They were also paid lower salaries
than their counterparts. Double betta was also not paid to
them. Sepoys were looked down upon and humiliated in many

60



S58TEorr eomedd. BN Boddr (Hahdo Erwe Dy
BHBOBHROBM BT B BBoRok. IO HopHeSE" 2enf
Denidy $SBoTetd. 08 Jshed Joeden $Hchos® w8
Q08B 765, & emgbS® Biko Bo& HEyNod a’ar
Tg0S00Ben GOTeO.

POzen:

2§ dey DTEE rEdcwed® QOR a0 D& TP
E9A0N0B. DBR 78 &8 DSFe Jrrard) rddainen BKore
$58T8omrd. 86 FEEAMORH JosnBEo BB @D grared
0TPoBoSTA8 &YKo Fod. wSfaraeoe vg)f Hend
B8B0STAE KOS FoduE lrBe B8 EISIAR I
S ELre FrEddnes Erue 050800 AR no&csr [$4hey
AT (HBHE0TLD.

&3 Defore BYS S HED oo’ grEdcine @cﬁa“(oa‘\)éa
08" E2 Taetd. 18848° BT HKD DBoee B morpol 8
YN FEBven @BES orestren BE)D.

o5 885: o5 888 PEEB A8 189988 Scds erP8%R 38
SN, BB FP)) DoPoTe K. Fr8ERE0s" o) Sorresisr
QdodySes @3%33@;&3. Sy SISy ?3057:51) (DePrEioge R DTNV
B, FEEODeE (HAY BE PIoTD. ®ODIOS S @3%33@26
SodBmen (Herarso SPosB. adl ) FFEramed. 28
Dedzeor Heedin &° arakuiss KO BIHarene @Bt
@?DS 8 %08, $OCI 1OGH Tp&° DB WD) IOTeELW,
&BE & e SoagPosa.

égﬁ SoBBoAE Dpedde: égﬁ DBFOS AFeard) ©oSB
éoégpoiﬁc:c’é’\)% 3o Kacgéaoéa 0080, Jed (DS TP
DOPOUTEAE 28 EMAS K VDo, SBT°E & EDRS
Qeiden (H5e85n SoSesen @ven Bz,

61



ways. English officers behaved in a way that hurt their self-
esteem. This developed discontentment among sepoys.

The East India Company employed Christian chaplains in the

army and encouraged for Christian preaching. The company
deliberately encouraged the conversion of Hindus and Muslims
into Christianity. I

The Company interfered in the religious affairs of the Indians
serving in the Company’s army. It forced sepoys to remove
their beards and the same uniform for Hindus and Muslims.
The sepoys felt that this was an infringement of their religious
freedom.

Hinduism forbids sea travel. But the company officers forced

them to cross the sea and fight outside India. Hence the
Hindu sepoys opposed the voyage. In 1856, Lord Canning
passed the ‘General Service Enlistment Act’ which gave the
company the power to transport sepoys anywhere. This
damaged the religious faith of the sepoys and created
dissatisfaction.

The First Afghan war disproved the military superiority of the
British army. This enhanced the confidence of the sepoys to
raise their voice against the Company.

The proportion of sepoys to the British soldiers was very

high. British soldiers in the Company’s army numbered about
45,000 by 1856. The number of Indian soldiers was about
2,32,000. The number of Indian soldiers was more than thrice
that of English soldiers. So, the sepoys thought that they could
easily defeat the British. Moreover, the arsenal in many areas
was guarded by the sepoys.
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s The Government has canceled the additional allowance given
to soldiers serving in Sindh and Punjab. Due to this, the salaries
of many of the sepoys were reduced.

<= Dalhousie’s capture of Oudh had a profound effect on the
Sepoys. Most of the sepoys in North India are from the
Oudh region. Thus, this incident increased the hatred towards
the Company Government among the sepoys.

Immediate Cause: There was discontent among all sections of
Indians about the East India Company’s administration in India.
In such circumstances, in 1856, the Company Government
introduced a new type of rifle called the ‘Enfield Rifle’. The tip of
the cartridge should be bitten with the mouth before using it. The
sepoys came to know that these cartridges were smeared with
the fat of cows and pigs. A cow was a sacred animal for Hindus
while a pig was an untouchable animal for Muslims. With that,
Hindus and Muslims in the company’s army felt that the use of
these cartridges would hurt their religious beliefs. So, they refused
to use these cartridges. So, they revolted in various parts of India.

Barrackpore Incident 1857: On March 29, a sepoy named
Mangal Pandey mutinied in
Barrackpore, refusing to use the
new Enfield Rifle. He shot dead the
English officer who punished him.
British soldiers captured, tried and
hanged him on 8th April. The
Company disbanded the 19th and - _
34th military forces and dismissed MANGAL PANDEY

all the soldiers from their jobs. With

that, the sepoys in the rest of the regions grew hostile towards the
company’s administration. They planned to revolt on 23rd june
commemoration of the Battle of Plassey. The sepoys sent the
revolutionary message to all the army camps through red lotuses

and chapatis. But the revolt started earlier.
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1.3.3 Course and spread of the Revolt of 1857:

Meerut:The rebellion of 1857

officially started from the town of T ;ﬁﬁ ;
Meerut. It was one of the major cities ¥ i g -
of North India and an important '
cantonment. In Meeruton 24 April | L_':'-_ T
1857, 85 sepoys of the cavalry | 5
refused to use the new Enfield rifles. | -
The British officers interrogated them |
and on May 9, they stripped the
uniforms of 85 sepoys and humiliated them by locking cuffs to
their wrists. Enraged by this, the sepoys in Meerut started the
Revolt on 10th May. They killed the officers and set fire to their
houses, freed their comrades, looted treasury at Meerut. On the
same day they marched towards Delhi.

Delhi: Sepoys reached Delhi on 11th May. They declared Mughal
emperor Bahadur Shah Jafar as their leader. Killed the British
officers in Delhi and completely occupied Delhi. The British officers
gathered their army and tried to resist the revolt. On June 8, 1857,
the sepoys were defeated by the British forces at the ridge hill
area in the border area of Delhi. On September 11, British forces
under the leadership of Hudson attacked and defeated the sepoys
and occupied Delhi by September 20. Bahadur Shah II was
captured and sent to the Rangoon jail and his sons and other
family members were shot dead and this ended Mughal rule in
India.

Kanpur: On 4 June 1857 sepoys revolted in Kanpur under the
leadership of Nanasaheb, the adopted son of Rao Baji Rao II.
Wheeler, the British military officer in Kanpur took some
precautions but all the sepoys attacked enmasse and captured the
treasury and armory. Nanasaheb was declared Peshwa.
Nanasaheb was defeated and fled to Oudh by sending an army
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under the leadership of Havelock. Atthe same time, as the rebellion
started in Oudh, Havelock handed over the defense of Kanpur to
General Neill and went to Lucknow. During this time, Nanasaheb
and Tantia Tope fought with the British army, but by December
1857, the rebellion was suppressed in Kanpur. Nanasaheb fled
to Nepal. Tantia Tope escaped and joined the princely state of
Jhansi.

Oudh: Oudh was one of the important centers of revolt of 1857.
In February 1856, Lord Dalhousie annexed Oudh to the British
Empire on the pretext of maladministration. The law and order
deteriorated. The revolt began under the leadership of a prominent
religious leader, Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah. Most of the sepoys in
the Company’s army were from the Oudh region, so the people
of this region also supported the rebellion after seeing the hardships.
From 31st May to June, the British army dealt severely with the
rebels. Many British soldiers, including the British Resident Henry
Lawrence, were killed. In August 1857, Begum Hazrat Mahal
declared her son as Nawab. The rebel forces not only killed
General Neil but also killed many British soldiers. Finally, the British
forces under the leadership of Colin Campbell reached Lucknow.
In addition to this, the forces of General Franks, General Outram,
and the Gorkha army under the leadership of Jung Bahadur fought
with the rebels. Oudh was captured by the British on March 21,
1858.

Jhansi: 1857 Rebellion occurred in Bundelkhand in central India.
The leader of the rebellion here was Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi.
She was supported by Tantia Tope, Bandhana Bhai Rao Saheb.
According to Dalhousie’s theory of Doctrine of Lapse, Jhansi was
annexed to the British Empire in 1854. Since then Rani Lakshmi
Bai of Jhansi lived with alimony paid by the British. Soon after the
rebellion started in Meerut, the Queen of Jhansi also rebelled with
her army and attacked the fort of Jhansi and captured the armory.
Many British officers were killed by sepoys. In spite of Rani
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Lakshmibai’s heroic fight Hugh Rose captured Jhansi. Lakshmibai
died on 18th June1858. Tantia Tope fled to Gwalior and continued
guerilla warfare but was eventually captured in 1859. Tantia Tope’s
execution on 19 April 1859 ended the rebellion.

In Bihar, Kunwar Singh’s rebellions in Rohilkhand by Khan
Bahadur were suppressed by the British; similarly, the rebellions
in Indore Nari Sira Bad Neemuch were easily suppressed by the
British.

1.3.4 Causes for Failure of 1857 Rebellion:

<= The revolt of 1857 was easily suppressed by the British
government. There are many causes why the rebellion failed.

The revolt was limited to [
some parts of north and
central India. Some parts of
UP, Oudh, Rohilkhand and
some parts of Bihar and
Bengal Were only affected.
Sind, central and eastern
Bengal, Punjab and south
India were not disturbed.

<= Most of the native rulers did not join the Revolt. The ruler of
Afghanistan, Kasmir, Rajputana, Maharaja of Patiyala, and
many zamindars stood loyal to the East India Company. Nizam
of Hyderabad, Dinakar rao of Gwalior, Gurkhas of Nepal
and Sikhs of Punjab greatly helped the British in suppression
ofthe Revolt.

s Therebellion did not begin according to plan. It was not well
organized. The date fixed for the revolt was 23rd june1857.
Unfortunately, it started earlier. So the whole plan was
disturbed and created confusion. It helped the Company and
became disastrous to the revolt.
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The insurgency lacked an integrated leadership. Bahadur Shah
I was old and not capable. Nanasaheb could not fight till the
end. Rani Lakshmi Bai was a great leader, but her resources
were not enough to fight with a mighty empire like the British.
Nana saheb, Tantia Tope and Rani Lakshmi Bai were brave
and patriotic, but they lacked training to face the trained forces
of the British.

Atthe same time the East India Company had capable military
officers. They were well experienced and dynamic. The great
generals like Sir Henry Lawrence, Sir john Lawrence, Sir
Colin Campbell, Sir Hugh Rose, Nicholson, Outram, Havelock
could put down the rebellion easily.

There is no sense of patriotism in rebellion. The rebels fought
for their own interests but had no common goal. For example,
Nanasaheb fought for Peshwashipand alimony, Jhansi for
Lakshmibai’s adoption rights. Bahadur Shah II joined the
revolt to reestablish Mughal Rule. Lakshmi Bai revolted for
the right of adoption. Insome areas only sepoys participated
in the Revolt. People from other sections of the society did
not participate in the revolt.

The company received financial and military assistance from
the mother country from time to time. Sepoys do not have
such resources. The rebels did not have enough weapons to
resist the British government and no financial resources to
sustain the rebellion for long. The mutinous sepoys committed
looting on a few occasions for their basic needs. People lost
sympathy towards the rebels. The British used modern
weapons. But the mutineers did not have such weapons.

Modern facilities like postal and telegraph systems helped the
British in fast communication of the information about the
mobility of the rebels. The Railways helped the British in shifting
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the troops from one place to another within a short time. The
British suppressed the rebellion in a short period.

< Lord Canning showed concern towards the rebels. He used
his power as the Governor General to pardon the mutineers.
He won the good will of the Indians.

1.3.5 Nature of Revolt of 1857:

s The 1857 revolt was a most important event in the history of
modern India. Historians have different opinions on the nature
of the 1857 rebellion that influenced the course of Indian
history. Let’s look at them briefly

s Sepoy mutiny: Famous British historian JW Kaye in his book
A History of the Sepoy War described the Revolt of 1857 as
the Sepoy Mutiny. He opined that only sepoys participated
and no other sections of India supported it. Most British
historians like John Lawrence, Seeley, V.A. Smith, Grant Duff,
Malleson and T.R. Holmes supported this view. In their opinion
the insurgency lacks a specific goal and strategy. Except the
discontented sepoys, other sections of the people did not
participate in the revolt. But the opinion is considered as partial.
It was not only sepoy mutiny. Other sections of the society
also took part in the revolt. The whole army did not participate
in the revolt. Although it was not successful, the revolt had the
aim of expelling the British from India.

<« Indian War of Independence: V.D. Savarkar who played
an important role in India’s freedom struggle considered the
1857 revolt as the first freedom struggle. In his work the
Indian War of Independence, he describes the 1857 rebellion
as the planned national war of independence. He felt that this
rebellion had the necessary strategy, mission and leadership
for the freedom struggle. Millions of people participated in
the revolt. There was communal harmony between the Hindus
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and the Muslims. But many of the historians considered it as
an exaggeration. Because the course of the revolt had neither
aplan nor a national leader. R.C. Majumdar opined that at
the time of the revolt the national feeling was infancy. Most of
the people did not join the revolt. The leaders fought for their
own causes but not for freedom.

<« Hindu - Muslim Conspiracy: Sir James Outram opined
that the revolt was a conspiracy of the Hindus and Muslims
against British rule. But it was a totally wrong opinion. There
was no evidence for such an idea.

<= A step towards national struggle: Historians of modern
India, R.C. Majumdar and Surendranath Sen, have studied
the record of the 1857 rebellion in detail. They regarded the
above two views as partial. By the time of the uprising the
feeling of nationalism was in its initial stage. The revolt had no
planning and national leadership. A fraction of people only
supported the revolt. Hence it was not a war of independence.
It was an attempt to overthrow the foreign rule by some
sections of the public. So it can be said that the revolt was a
step towards national struggle. It laid the foundation for
nationalism in India.

1.3.6 Results of Revolt of 1857:

s The Revolt of 1857 was easily suppressed by the Company
Government. But the British government recognized the
deficiencies in the company’s administration. Itushered in
many fundamental changes.

s Transfer of power: The first and the foremost result of the
Revolt of 1857 was the transfer of power from the East India
Company to the Crown. The British Parliament passed The
Government of India Act of 1858. According to the act the
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British Government abolished the East India Company. The
British Crown took over the administration of India.

A Secretary of State for Indian Affairs has been appointed in
Britain to look after the affairs of India. He is assisted in
administrative affairs by a 15-member advisory council known
as Indian Council.

According to this Act the Governor General who administers
the administration in India is henceforth also known as the
Viceroy. He holds the status of Governor General while
administering and Viceroy when dealing with princely states.
The Governor General has an Executive Council consisting of
five members to assist the administration. Lord Canning was
the first viceroy of British India.

In 1858 Queen Victoria made a proclamation. Lord Canning
held a durbar at Allahabad and announced the proclamation.
It promised the native rulers that all the treaties made with
them would be honored. It accordingly assured that the British
Government would not annex any native state and interfere in
the internal affairs of the native states in future. It also
recognized the right of adoption of indigenous rulers.

Queen Victoria announced that opportunities would be
provided to Indians regardless of race, caste, creed and religion
in the fields of education and employment. The Indians would
be recruited into Government services. Freedom of religion
was given to all Indians. The British Government would not
interfere in the social and religious practices of the Indians. As
Queen Victoria’s Proclamation provided many reforms to India
it was known as the Magna Carta of India.

Many actions were taken against the Sepoys who played a
major role in the Revolt of 1857. The element of Indians in
the army was reduced to half. Nearly 77 troops were
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disbanded. Sepoys were exempted from monitoring the
arsenals. Rajputs, Gurkhas and Sikhs who had supported
the company during the rebellion recruited in large numbers
into the army. The number of upper castes in the army was
reduced. The English element was increased in the army. The
strategic points were put under the control of the British troops.
The artillery was brought under the control of British custody.

s The Indian Civil Services Act 1861 provided an opportunity
to Indians to appear for ICS examinations held in London.
The Act also allowed the Indians to participate in the political
process.

& The British realized that Hindu-Muslim unity was an axe to
grind for British power. To protect their vested interests, the
British promoted the principle of divide and rule.

s« The attitude shown by the British towards the Indians during
the rebellion contributed to the growth of national sentiments
among the Indians.

1.4. Lord Lytton (1870 - 1880):

s Lytton was one of the Governor Generals who influenced the
administration of British India. He was a great poet. Before
coming to India as the Viceroy, he held many posts and had
experience in administration. However, he was not well
acquainted with the conditions in India. His foreign policy in
India led to the Second Afghan War. Litton’s domestic policy
has been subject to several criticisms. The internal policy of
Litton led to the development of national feelings among
Indians.
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Internal policy of Litton:

)
0

Economic Reforms: To improve the economy of the country,
Litton adopted a policy of decentralization in the financial sector.
He provided better facilities to the provincial governments.
He gave the opportunity to the provinces to spend on their
own under the heads of land survey, excise, stamps, and
judiciary. He provided sources of revenue to the states. When
there was a deficit in state revenue, the central government
compensated for it. Litton implemented a unified policy
regarding the production and sale of salt products by which
the prices of salt were uniform in different parts of the country.

Famines - Famine Prevention Measures: Droughts were
frequent in India. Although the then rulers took remedial
measures, they did not solve the problem. Between 1876
and 1878 there was a severe drought in India during Lytton’s
rule. Madras, Bombay, Mysore, Hyderabad and Punjab
regions were severely affected by famine. A large number of
people died of this famine.

The government has failed to provide relief measures to the
people. Lord Lytton appointed a Famine Relief Commission
under the chairmanship of Richard Strachey to suggest
measures to prevent drought and to frame Famine Policy. The
Strachey Commission conducted an extensive inquiry and
submitted its report. The report suggests future drought
prevention measures. It suggested improving railways, roads
and irrigation systems to cope effectively with drought
conditions. It recommended that competent employees
should be appointed to provide relief measures in drought
affected areas. Italso advised the government to abolish taxes
and provide free food and medicine in drought-prone areas.
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Royal Titles Act 1876: The British Government introduced
the Royal Titles Act in 1876 to impress the Queen and enhance
her authority in India. The British Queen was given the title
Kaiser i Hind or Queen Empress of India. Lord Lytton made
the announcement on January 1, 1877 at a grand Durbar in
Delhi. A huge amount of money was spent on the ceremony
despite the Indian economy facing many problems. During
the same period many parts of India were suffering from severe
famine. Insuch circumstances, spending on a large scale for
luxuries has come under severe criticism. Condemning this,
Lala Lajpat Rai and Surendranath Banerjee initiated popular
movements.

Vernacular Press Act 1878: Of all the Acts introduced by
Lytton, the most criticized was the Vernacular Press Act.
During the Delhi Durbar and in relation to drought relief
measures in India, the British and Indian press slandered
Lytton. He could not tolerate the criticism of the Indian Press.
He adopted a stern policy to restrict the Indian press. Litton
introduced the Vernacular Press Act to restrict the freedom of
the press in India. According to this Act, newspapers published
in vernacular languages are not allowed to publish anti-
government news. The publishers of the newspapers have to
deposit some money as security to the government. if the
newspaper publishes any news criticizing the Government the
security deposit would be forfeited. Strict action will be taken
against the editors of those newspapers who do not follow
the government orders. The government has the power to
arrest the editors of newspapers and seize their offices. These
editors had to pay huge amounts and assure to not write anti-
government news for getting bail. These regulations were
applicable to vernacular newspapers only. Known as the
Gagging Act, Indians strongly opposed this act. It contributed
to the development of national sentiments among Indians.
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s Indian Arms Act 1878: Another legislation introduced by
Lytton to suppress the Indians was the Arms Act. According
to this act, Indians were not allowed to buy or sell arms
without the permission of the government. Violators of this
law can face heavy fines or imprisonment. These regulations
were not applicable to the English. This kind of discrimination
has hurt Indians deeply. They also opposed this law. Overall
Lytton’s policies were also anti-Indian. Meant to suppress
Indians.

<= Aligarh Oriental College was started during the governor
generalship of Lord Litton.

= By over viewing the policies of Litton we could find his anti-
Indian attitude. He had no trust in the capacity of the Indians.
He tried to deny the Indians from appearing for the ICS
examination. Because he wanted to deprive Indians in getting
higher positions in the British Indian Government. But the
Government rejected the proposal. Hence the tenure of Litton
was based on racial discrimination. He did not consider the
wellbeing of Indians. All the legislations introduced by him
were criticized by the intelligentsia. His policies were opposed
by the Indians and it led to the rise of national feelings among
Indians.

1.5. Rippon 1880-84:

= Inthe place of Lord Litton, the British Government appointed
Lord Rippon as the viceroy of British India in 1880. Among
the viceroys who ruled India, Rippon was the one who sought
the welfare of Indians. He belonged to the liberalist ideology
of'the Gladstone era. He adopted peaceful methods in foreign
policy. He gave up the imperialist approach towards
Afghanistan and established harmonial relations. He made a
peaceful settlement with Afghanistan. He restored the princely
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state of Mysore to the Vadayaru dynasty. Rippon adopted a
policy towards Burma to avoid war. But his silence worsened
the relationship. His successor Duffrin annexed Burma.

Internal policy of Lord Rippon: Rippon believed in peace,
laissez faire and self government. His main aim of internal policy
was the welfare and prosperity of Indians. He was a true
statesman. He tried to impart popular and political education
to Indians by involving them in self- Government and in local
bodies.

Factories Act (1881): By 1881, nearly 90 factories were
established in British India. Until then there were no laws to
protect the welfare of the workers of these factories. Rippon
passed the Factory Act in1881 and tried to improve the
conditions of workers. According to the provisions of this
Act:

Children aged 7 to 12 years should not work more than 9
hours a day.

Women and children should not be employed in hazardous
work.

There should be one-hour break per day.

Four days of holidays per month shall be given at the rate of
one day per week.

A fence should be erected around dangerous machinery.

Factory inspectors were appointed to enforce the proper
implementation of the regulations.

With this, Rippon became the first to introduce regulations
for the welfare of the labour class in India.
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Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act of Lytton: Lord
Rippon repealed the Vernacular Press Act in1882.Thus
freedom of the press was given to Indians. The vernacular
language papers were given the equal freedom and similar
facilities which were enjoyed by the English papers in India.
This decision of Rippon won laurels for him.

Local Self-Government:Rippon is known as the Father of
Local Self-Government in India, thus giving representation to
Indians in local bodies. The Local Self-Government Institutions
introduced by Rippon gave Indians a chance in administration.
Prior to Rippon, the Municipal Corporations in towns in India
were governed by members appointed by the Government,
though there were local bodies in villages. Rippon made two
ordinances in 1881 and 1882. According to them
Municipalities were formed in towns, Taluka Board in Taluka
and District Boards in District.

In these institutions elected representatives of the people
are the chairmen of the administrative committees. Government
appointed members shall not exceed one third of the total
number of members. The presidents of the local bodies should
be representatives elected by the people.

Local bodies were given the right to levy and collect taxes
to raise their financial resources.

State governments provide financial assistance to local
bodies.

Education Reforms: Rippon appointed the Hunter
Commission with 20 members to make necessary
recommendations to correct the deficiencies in the education
sector. He made necessary reforms following the instructions
of'this commission.
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Civil Services: The Indian Civil Service examination
conducted for appointments to higher posts in British India
was conducted only in England. Also, the British government
has reduced the age limit of candidates appearing for those
exams from 21 years to 18 years. Due to this, Indians who
were eligible to write the exam could not appear for the exam.
Rippon recommended to the British government that the test
be conducted in India and the age limit for writing the test be
raised. But the British government did not agree.

Economic Reforms:

Rippon adopted a policy of free trade. He reduced the
work on salt. He completely abolished import duties. He
continued the policy of financial decentralization of his
predecessor. Rippon continued the decentralization of the
economy. He stopped allocating central funds to the states.
He allowed states to raise funds themselves. Government
revenue is divided into central, state and joint funds. Revenue
from Land Survey, Cable Post, Railways etc. belongs to the
Central Government. The revenue from the schemes like
education roads etc belongs to the states. Central and state
governments should equally share revenue from forests, excise,
customs, customs, registration, etc. Central and state
governments have to meet their expenses from their own
revenue. When there is a deficit of the state governments, the
deficit has to be compensated by the central government.

Welfare Reforms: Rippon implemented many welfare
reforms during his tenure.

He dug 1200 miles of canals and provided irrigation facilities
to agricultural lands.

He builta 2000-mile-long railway line.
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He appointed Indians in high positions.

He introduced the Land Tenure Act and provided protection
to the tenant farmers.

Rippon tried to repeal the Arms Act. But it was not possible.

Ilbert Bill Controversy: By Rippon’s time few Indians were
qualified to hold the office of District Magistrate. But under
the Criminal Procedure Code1873, Indian judges had no
power to try European criminals. Therefore, Indian Judges
have no chance to get the post of District Magistrate. Rippon
tried to eliminate this racial discrimination. He appointed CP
Ilbert, a law member of his executive committee, to draft the
necessary bill. The Bill was also approved by Ripon’s
Executive Committee. But the English strongly opposed
Ilbert’s bill. Rippon was subjected to social ostracism. In
India and Britain, there was a movement against Rippon. The
Government of British India also ordered Rippon to amend
the Bill. IIbert amended the bill under mandatory conditions.
European criminals may have to empanel a jury during a trial.
More than half of this jury should be European judges.

Results: The Ilbert Bill controversy created hatred for the
British among Indians. The Indians strongly opposed the racial
discrimination of the British. It helped to unite Indians and
develop a sense of nationalism. Social boycott and other
agitational programs followed by Europeans to resist the I1bert
Bill were followed by Indians to resist the policies of the British
Indian Government.

In this way Rippon contributed a lot for the welfare of Indians
during his tenure.
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1.6. Lord Curzon:

Lord Curzon came to India in 1899 as the viceroy. Heis
a great administrator. He introduced reforms in all sectors in
India. But Curzon did not believe in free democracies. He
thought Indians had no talent. Therefore, the reforms
introduced by him were not popular. He was a great
imperialist. Suppression of rebellions on the North-West
Frontier, peace with Afghanistan, establishment of British
supremacy in the Indus branch of Persia and war with Tibet
were important in his foreign policy.

Curzon’s Internal Policy: Curzon adopted two methods
of reforming the entire system of administration. First, he
appointed a commission to recommend reform in each
department. Later he implemented reforms as per the
suggestions of that commission.

Prevention of Famine: Famine occurred in Punjab,
Rajasthan, Deccan during Curzon’s rule. Curzon appointed
the McDonnell Commission to suggest drought relief measures.
Following the instructions of the commission, he took steps
like construction of railway lines, establishment of agricultural
banks, development of irrigation facilities etc. He reduced
the tax on salt. He stopped collecting taxes in drought areas.
He introduced modern medical practices during the outbreak
of plague in India.

Agricultural Reforms: Curzon made many reforms in the
agricultural sector. Important among them is the Punjab Land
Alienation Act 1900, which was enacted to protect farmers
from usurers in Punjab. According to this, there is no chance
for moneylenders to take over farmers’ lands. He established
the Imperial Agricultural Institute at Pusa in Bengal for
agricultural research. He worked to develop agriculture in
modern scientific methods and appointed Inspector General
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for Agriculture Department. He established agricultural banks
and co-operative credit societies to provide loans to farmers
at low interest rates.

Railway Reforms: Under the instructions of Sir Thomas
Robert Son, railway reforms were undertaken. He separated
the Railway Department from the Public Works Department.
He formed a Railway Board with three members to manage
the administration of the Railway Department. He built about
600 miles of railway line. He set up a special department for
the development of commerce and industry in India.

Police Reforms: Curzon appointed Fraser Commission to
suggest reforms in the police department. As per its
instructions, he set up training centers to train police officers.
He appointed employees to higher position in the police
department directly and not through promotions. Curzon
established the Central Criminal Investigation Department. He
appointed a director for it. He also set up criminal investigation
departments in the states.

Army: He also introduced many reforms in the army. He
recruited Gurkhas, Sikhs and Moplas into the army. The guns
strengthened his army. He also formed a navy.

Ancient Monuments Preservation Act 1904: Curzon
enacted the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act.1904.
According to this, he protected the antiquities, buildings and
ancient remains related to the history and culture of India. It
was during his time that he established the Department of
Archeology of India in 1902. Sir John Marshall was appointed
as Director General.

Calcutta Corporation Act: In 1900 Curzon introduced the
Calcutta Corporation Act. By this he reduced the number of
members in the corporation from 75 to 50. Half of them are
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public representatives. The other half are government
appointees. With this, the power of the Government over the
corporation was established.

University Act: Curzon introduced the University Act in
1904. According to this, 80 percent of the university Governing
bodies are appointed by the Government. In this way the
universities lost their autonomous status and also came under
the complete control of the Government.

Partition of Bengal 1905: The most controversial reforms
of Curzon, was the partition of Bengal. Bengal was a large
province in British India with nearly 78 million population.
The areas of Behar and Orissa were part of the Bengal
province. The Lt. Governor was the administrator of the
province. Therefore, there was a demand for the partition of
Bengal on the grounds of administrative efficiency. Lord Curzon
took this opportunity to prevent the Bengalis from participating
in the national movement. Instead of separating Bihar and
Orissa from Bengal, Curzon divided the Bengali speaking areas
into two states to weaken the popularity of the Bengalis in the
national movement. He separated Bengal so that the Bengalis
became minorities in both the provinces. And he also
separated the Bengali Hindus from the Bengali Muslims to
implement the divide and rule policy. He separated East Bengal
which predominantly inhabited Muslims. His intention was very
clear that he wanted to suppress the Bengalis. So, Bengalis
opposed his decision. Vandemataram movement was launched
by the Indian National Congress in protest of the partition of
Bengal. Atlast the British India Government United Bengal in
1911.

The tenure of Curzon ended withthe controversy between
Kitchner, a military officer to Curzon. As the British India
Government supported Kichner, Curzony resigned his office.
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1.7

The reforms introduced by Curzon are somewhat beneficial
for Indians. The Calcutta Corporation Act, The Universities
Actand the partition of Bengal were opposed by the Indians.
His policies strengthened the Indian National Movement.

Model Questions:

Essay questions:

1. Discuss the Policies of Expansion of Warren
Hastings and Cornwallis

2. Critically examine the Causes and Results
of 1857 Revolt

3. What are the causes for the failure of 1857
Revolt?

4. Discuss the greatness of Rippon

5. Evaluate the reforms Curzon

Short answer Questions:

1. Subsidiary Alliance

2. Doctrine of Lapse

3. Permanent Settlement

4. Nana Saheb

5. Jhansi Lakshmi Bai

Multiple Choice Questions

The First Anglo-Maratha War was ended with the

treaty of

a) Poona b)Bombay c)Purandhar d) Salbai

Ans: D

Who waged the third Anglo-Mysore War?

a) Warren Hastings b) Cornwallis

c) Wellesley d) Lord Hastings.

Ans: C
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3. Thefirst princely state to join the Subsidiary Alliance was

a) Hyderabad b) Maratha Confederacy
¢) Mysore d) Oudh
Ans: A

4. The British government abolished the East India
Company’s trading monopoly in India with the following
Act

a) Regulating Act 1772 b) Charter Act of 1813
¢) Charter Act of 1833 d) Charter Act of 1853
Ans: B

5. The first Famine Relief Commission was appointed in 1878
under the chairmanship of

a) Richard Strachey b) William Hunter
c¢)James Lyall d) Mc Donald
Ans: A

6. Therebellion of 1857 officially started from this town on
10th May

a) Visakhapatnam b) Barakpur
¢) Burhampur d) Meerut
Ans: D
7. The Rifles opposed by sepoys
a) Brown Bess b)En Field
¢) Demi Cannon d) Bloder Bus
Ans: B
8. Mughal Emperor of 1857
a) Bahadur Shah Zafar b) Shah Alam
¢) Muhammad Shah d)Azizuddin
Ans: A
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9. AnEnglish officer who died in a fight with sepoys in Delhi
a) Hudson b)Chamberlin c¢)Nicholson d) Wheeler

Ans: C

10. Who led the sepoy’s revolt in Kanpur

a) Tantia Tope b) Nana Saheb
¢) Kunwar Singh d) Khan Bahadur
Ans: B

11. Name the Governor General who annexed Oudh with the
pretext of maladministration.

a) General Canning b) Ellin Borough

c¢) Hardinge d) Dalhousie
Ans: D
12. Who led the rebellion in Oudh

a) Begum Hazrat Mahal b) Wajid Ali Shah

¢) Khan Bahadur d) 2nd Bahadur Shah
Ans: A

13. An English officer who died in suppressing the rebellion in
Ayodhya

a) General Havelock b) General Neal
¢) General Outram d) General Colin
Campbell

Ans: B

14. The Kingdom of Jhansi was merged into the Company
Kingdom in this year
a) 1857 b) 1856 c) 1855 d) 1854
Ans: D
15. Who Commanded the English forces at Jhansi

a) Hudson b) Chamberlin c) Hugh Ross  d )
Wheeler
Ans: C
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16. Which of the following Act was known as the Gagging
Act

a) Royal Titles Act 1876 b) Vernacular Press Act
1878

¢) The Government of India Act of 1858.
d) The Indian Civil Services Act 1861
Ans: B
17. Which of the following was opposed by the British during
the rule of Rippon
a) Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act of Lytton

b) Local Self-Government reforms

c¢) Factories Act (1881) d) Ilbert
Bill
Ans: D
18. Curzon established the Imperial Agricultural Institute at
a) Pusa b) Lahore c¢) Delhi
d)Calcutta
Ans: A
19. The Punjab Land Alienation Act was implemented in the
year
a)1899 b) 1900 ¢) 1901 d) 1902
Ans: B

20. The Movement launched in protest of the partition of

Bengal was
a) Non-cooperation b) Civil disobedience
¢) Vandemataram d) Home Rule

Ans: C
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Unit-1I

Social, Religious & Self-Respect Movements — Raja
Rammohan Roy, Dayananda Saraswathi, Swami
Vivekananda, JyotibaPhule, Narayana Guru, Periyar,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.

2.0: Learning Outcomes

2.1: Introduction
2.1.1 Socio and Religious Movements
2.1.2 Self-Respect Movements

2.2: RajaRamMohan Roy

2.3: Dayananda Saraswathi

2.4: Swami Vivekananda

2.5: Jyotiba Phule

2.6: Narayana Guru

2.7: Periyar

2.8: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

2.9: LetUssumup

2.10: Model Questions and Answers (MCQ)

2.11: References
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2.0:

2.1:

Learning Outcomes:
After reading this lesson you will be able to:

Identify some common characteristics of religious and social
reform movement and explain the role played by Raja Ram
Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj in bringing about religious
reforms.

The 19" century Indian thinkers and their ideas on various
aspects of socio-cultural life, and the overall impact of these
new ideas on the existing socio-cultural-religious beliefs in India.

Understand the impact of colonial rule on the existing social
system and how the changes came in it, and explain the growth
of'anew consciousness among the disprivileged groups and
how did they try to change the existing social order.

Introduction:

The Indian society in the first half of the 19% century was
caste ridden, decadent and rigid. It followed certain practices
which are not in keeping with humanitarian feelings or values
but were still being followed in the name of religion. A change
was therefore needed in society. When the British came to
India, they introduced the English language as well as certain
modern ideas. These ideas were those of liberty, social and
economic equality, fraternity, democracy and justice which
had a tremendous impact on Indian society. Several
contemporary groups, collectively termed social reform
movements, strive to introduce regeneration and reform in

India. Although these movements vary individually in their
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specific philosophies, they generally stress the spiritual, secular,
logical and scientific aspects of the Vedic traditions, creating a
form that is egalitarian that does not discriminate Ja#i, gender,

orrace.

The self respect movement, also known as the Dravidian
Movement, advocated for equal rights for the backward castes,
with a focus on women’s rights. Most importantly, as the
movement’s leaders stated, the movement fought for people
of the lower castes to have “self-respect” in society. The self
respect movement was a dynamic social movement aimed at
completely destroying the contemporary Hindu social order
and establishing a new, rational society free of caste, religion,
and god.

2.1.1: Socio and Religious Movements:

The impact of modern western culture gave birth to a
new awakening in India. The British conquest of India paved
the way for the spread of Western culture. Thoughtful Indians
began to look for the strengths of their society and for the
means of removing the weakness of their people. Differing on
the nature and extent of reforms, nearly all 19 century
intellectuals firmly believed that social and religious reforms
were immediately required. Various socio-religious movements
in British India not only reformed Indians but also led to the
rise of nationalism in India. Read to know more about the
various social and religious movements which transformed
Indian society in the nineteenth and twentieth century. In this
lesson, we discuss the socio-religious movements in British
India. The changes brought by the British like modern education
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resulted in many social and religious reform movements in
India. The British authorities reorganized and regulated India’s
economy in the interests of British trade and industry and
organized a modern administrative system to guarantee order
and security. But from the last quarter of the 18" century the
British attitude towards India was radically changed.

The socio-religious movement worked for several reasons.
They tried to abolish many things, including:

k Caste and untouchablility
Purdah System

Sati

Child marriage

Social inequality

~ ~ =~ =~ =

Illiteracy

The French Revolution, Intellectual Revolution, Industrial
Revolution and the development of science and technology
ultimately brought a revolution in the realm of thought. This
new thought produced three outstanding doctrines and they
were the doctrine of reason, doctrine of humanism and the
doctrine of progress. The doctrine of reason or the rational
and scientific attitude indicated that only that was true which
was in conformity with human reason and capable of being
tested in practice. The scientific progress of the 18" and 19®
centuries and the tremendous power of production released
by the application of science to industry were visible proofs
of power of human reason. Humanism was based on the
belief that every human being was an end himself and should
be respected and prized as such. No man had the right to
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look upon another human being as a mere agent of his own
happiness. This humanistic outlook gave birth to the doctrines
of individualism, liberalism, and socialism. According to the
doctrine of progress all societies must change with time. No
society was static. Man had the capacity to remodel nature
and society on rational and just lines.

This new current of thought which influenced the British
determined the Indian policy or run the Indian administration.
The Conservatives advocated of introducing as few changes
in India as possible. They admired Indian philosophy and
culture. But they opposed any programme of rapid
modernization. Another school of thought represented by a
few Englishmen, known as Radicals, believed that the answer
to the ills of Indian Society and religion life is the introduction
of modern Western science, philosophy, and learning. They
wanted radical modernization of India. The British
administrators in India realized that the British interests in
could not be realized without some modernization. Thus, the
Westernization of India was started and this was done in the
first instance by the Christian missionaries. The Charter Act
of 1813 C.E opened a new chapter in the history western
education in India, for it introduced for the first time a provision
of allotting one lakh of rupees for the promotion of education.
After this Act, Christian missionaries came to India more in
number to spread Christianity through the educational
institutions. Lord William Bentinck proclaimed that the great
object of the British Government ought to be the promotion
of European science and literature among the natives of India
and that all funds appropriated for the purpose of education
would be best employed on English education alone. Among
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the steps taken for this purpose by the Madras Government,
was the establishment of the Madras University High School
in 1841 C.E, which later on developed into the Madras
Presidency College and of a number of Provincial schools of
which one was located at Rajahmundry in Andhra.

The 1800s and 1900s saw more and more people
appreciating the values of Indian culture, but they were also
vocal enough to reject the bad elements in it. The growth of
the modern middle class in India was the result a twofold
process-the destruction of the old ruling class on the one
hand, and the rise of new groups of landholders, businessmen
and intellectuals on the other. The modern Indian middle class
made its first appearance in the newly founded cities of
Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, and in the towns, which
became the subsidiary centers of British commercial activity
and administration. It is difficult to estimate the numerical
strength of the social groups that formed the emerging middle
class. Traders, merchants, commercial agents of the European
traders, professional groups, the landed gentry, government
servants and the intelligentsia formed its important elements.
They were middle class in the sense that they stood between
the ruling oligarchies and the Indian masses. They were a
new class in so far as they were not rigidly stereotyped into
castes, although the old upper classes predominated among
them. They possessed a mobility which permitted change of
occupation and avocation. In different regions of India, the
relative strength of different groups and of the class as a whole
was not the same; but their influence upon society was out of
all proportion to their numerical strength. The spearhead of
the class was the educated section.
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In India, a modem intelligentsia developed decades before
modern industries were established and the industrial
bourgeoisie came into existence. Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
his group constituted the first group of intelligentsias who
studied western culture and imbibed its rationalist and
democratic doctrines, concepts and spirit. After the British
government established more and more schools and colleges,
the private effort of the missionary groups and enlightened
Indians reinforcing this growth, a big class of educated Indians
developed during the second half of the 19" century,
projecting from it a large section of the intelligentsia. The role
of the intelligentsia in the history of modern Indian nationalism
was decisive. They integrated, to a great extent, the Indian
people into a modern nation and organized various
progressive socio-religious reform movements in the country.
Many leaders emerged to reform Indian society. They mostly
aspired to revive the Indian society with modern values.
Keshub Chandra Sen, for example, said: “What we see
around us today is a fallen nation-a nation whose primitive
greatness lies buried in ruins”.

Tattvabodhini Sabha was founded by Debendranath
Tagore in 1839 C.E; he was the father of Rabindranth Tagore.
When he joined the Brahmo Samaj in 1842, he gave it fresh
vitality. He committed himself'to a methodical and reasonable
study of India’s past. He spread Raja Ram Mohan Roy views.
Parthana Samaj was founded by Keshab Chandra Sen
assisted Atmaram Pandurang in Bombay in 1867 C.E. The
Paramahamsa Sabha, a kind of secret club that promoted
liberal ideals and encouraged the dissolution of caste and
communal boundaries, was a forerunner of the Prarthana
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Samaj. The samaj’s strategy was based on teaching and
persuasion rather than conflict with Hindu orthodoxy. Along
with Ranade, Dhondo Keshav Karve and Vishnu Shastri were
social reformers. Mahadev Govind Ranade was the founder
of the Widow Remarriage Association in 1861 C.E and
the Deccan Education Society. He established the Poona
Sarvajanik Sabha as well to Ranade, religious reform was
inseparable from social reform. He also believed that if religious
ideas were rigid there would be no success in social, economic
and political spheres. Although Parthana Samaj was powerful
influenced by the ideas of Brahmo Samayj, it did not insist
upon arigid exclusion of idol worship and a definite break
from the caste system.

2.1.2: Self Respect Movement:

A large number of Alternative Movements, however,
tended to go beyond such Sanskritising beginnings to a political
position which sometimes led to their incorporation into the
anti-Brahmin movements begun by other intermediate castes.

At other times it led to loyalist or separatist tendencies or their
opposing the caste system itself. Among alternative movements
mention may be made of the untouchable ‘Ezhavas of Kerala,
who attacked the Brahmin domination, demanded entry into
temples and tried to ‘Sanskritise’ some of their customs. In
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Tamilnadu, the Nadars, who were the untouchable toddy-
tappers, developed into a mercantile community and claimed
Kshatriya status. In Tamilnadu again there were numerous
lower-caste movements for seeking temple entry rights. At
the close of the 19™ century, the Mahars of Maharastra claimed
Kshatriya origin and more jobs in the army and civil services.

Jyotiba Phule’s Movement is one of the earliest lower
caste movements, which became the torch bearer for the future
caste movements, was founded in Maharashtra in the 1870
C.E, by Jyotiba Phule, who with his books Gulamgiri (1872
C.E.) and SarvajanikSatyadharma Pustak and his
organization Satya Shodhak Samaj, proclaimed the need “to
save the lower castes from the hypocritical Brahmins and their
opportunistic scriptures”. His main work was to rouse the
masses and lead them to an organized resistance against the
unreasonable claims of the priestly class. He made no
distinction between non-Brahmins and untouchables. An
extract from the Report of the ‘Satya Shodhak Samaj’ makes
his object clear: “For thousands of years with the help of their
books, the Brahmins have declared the masses as low born
and are exploiting them. To liberate them from the thralldom
of'the sacerdotal authority and make them conscious of their
rights by educating them, the ‘Satya Shodhak Samaj’ was
founded on September 24, 1873 C.E.”. The main aims of
the movement were Social service, spread of education among
women and lower caste people.

Phule’s theory of exploitation of lower castes was focused
on cultural and ethnic factors rather than on political and
economic ones. According to Phule, education and
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organization were the means to create unity and a sense of
identity by returning to pre-Brahmin religious traditions.
Through this the Brahminical ideological chain could be broken
and a caste-free and just society created.

Jyotiba Phule’s movements soon spread to the Maratha
caste cluster and even Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was later on
influenced by it. As a result of Phule’s movement, the
untouchable Mahars, who were inferior field servants in
Maharashtra countryside, and who from the 1920 C.E, formed
the backbone of Ambedkar’s anti-caste movement, and came
under the influence of an ex-army man, Gopal Baba Walankar,
towards the end of the 19" century. In 1894 C.E, they
petitioned the Government for more jobs in the army and
services and claimed Kshatriya status.

Shri Narayana Dharma ParipalanaYogam (SNDPY)
Movement is the Untouchable Ezhvas or Iravas of Kerala
emerged by the end of the 19" century as a relatively
prosperous segment, who clustered around the religious leader
Shri Narayana Guru (1855-1928 C.E). He formed the Sri
Narayana Dharma ParipalanaYogam (SNDPY) in 1902-
03 C.E, which organized some temple entry rights movements.
Inthe 1920s SNDPY was influenced by Gandhian nationalism
under their leader T.K. Madhavan. By the 1930 C.E, however,
communist influence was decisive among the Ezhavas, and a
large number among them turned radical atheists. The Adi-
Andhra Dalits in Kerala were also influenced by SNDPY.

The anti-Brahmin crusade got a further impetus when E. V.
Ramaswamy Naicker, popularly known as Periyar, joined the
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anti-Brahmin movement. Naicker, who actively participated
in the Non-Cooperation movement, broke with the Congress
in 1924 C.E, to develop an anti-Brahmin, anti-caste populist
and radical alternative to Justice Elitism. He had been with the
Congress and had even served a term as the President of the
TamilNadu Congress, before he quit the party in 1924
following differences over the issue of social justice and
representation of non-Brahmins. After leaving the Congress,
Periyar launched the Self-Respect Movement (1925)
aimed at awakening non-Brahmins. His journal Kudi Arasu
and his movement progressed from advocating weddings
without Brahmin priests, forcible temple entry, the burning of
Manusmriti to outright atheism at times. In fact, he tried to
provide an umbrella movement to all non-Brahmins of South
India, particularly of Tamil Nadu. When the mantle of Justice
Party leadership fell on Periyar after 1937 C.E, he considered
moving away from electoral politics and confining the role of
the non-Brahmin movement to a reformist one. Accordingly,
at the Salem conference in 1944 C.E, the Justice Party was
renamed DravidarKazhagam. Along with the renaming came
aredefinition of its course of action.

This was when Periyar came up with the concept of
Dravida Nadu, aland for Dravidians on the lines of a separate
state for the Muslim League. By this time Periyar had also
popularized the theory of Aryan invasion of the Dravidian land,
in which the Brahmins were equated with the subjugating
Aryans and the non-Brahmins with subjugated Dravidians,
thus adding a virulent note to the anti-Brahmin movement. It
is probably the Dravida Nadu theory that confined this potent
movement to the boundaries of present-day Tamil Nadu. The
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Madras Presidency of the time also included large chunks of
what are now parts of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Karnataka
and it is doubtful if the people of these regions would have
bought this theory.

Periyar had lent a cutting edge to anti-Brahmin tirades by
targeting Hindu religion and its practices, decrying the gods of
the Hindu pantheon as figments of imagination created by the
invading Aryans to keep the Dravidians subjugated. He
propounded his theory of rationalism, which denied the
existence of god. It was basically because of the agitation by
the Dravida Kazhagam that the first amendment to the
Constitution was made to incorporate a provision granting
concessions to the socially and economically backward. But
it was not long before differences crept in over the question
whether the Dravida Kazhagam should remain only a social

movement.
2.2: Raja RamMohan Roy: (1772-1833 C.E.)

Raja RamMohan Roy is
looked upon as the first Indian
who tried to pull the Indian
society out of the medieval age.
He initiated new ideas which
characterized the early years of | :
the 19" century and gave birth
to the Indian Renaissance. He |

.\
was a “bridge between the past Raja Ram Mohan Roy
and future”. Raja

RamMohanRoy was born in village Radha Nagar, Hoogly
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District, Bengalon May 22, 1772 C.E, in an orthodox Brahmin
family.

His father, Rama Kant Roy, was the grandson of “Ray
Rayan” Krishna Chandra Banerjee, who entered the service
of the Nawab of Bengal and received from him the title of
“Ray Rayan” (afterwards contracted into Roy), which has
ever since remained the title or surname of the family. He was
considered to be one of the eminent thinkers and social
reformers of modern India. He had a great love and respect
for the traditional philosophic system of the east and at the
same time; he believed that modern culture alone would help
to regenerate Indian Society. He was a scholar who knew
many languages (Sanskrit, Persion, Arabic, English, French,
Latin, Greek and Hebrew). He had early education at Patna
and he studied Hindu Philosophy in Varanasi. He was well
acquainted with Jainism and other religious movements of India.
He learnt Hebrew to study the original version of the Bible.
He worked under the East India Company for about ten years-
1803 to 1814 C.E. Even during his service, he devoted much
attention to his studies. His literary works are: Tuhfal-ul-
Muwah-Hidin (Gift to Monotheists), a treatise in Persian
Published in 1803C.E, Manazarutul Adyan a discussion in
Persian on various religions; a number of small Persian tracts;
translation of some parts of Vedanta and the Kena Upanishad,
and translation of the Vedanta Sutras into English. He
propounded that the Vedanta gave the purest form of theistic
principles, uncontaminated by idolatry. He also came into
contact with Christian missionaries and in 1820 C.E,
published Precepts of Jesus — the Guide to Peace and
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Happiness, which contained his conviction about the simplicity
and morality of the Christian religion. He established the
‘Religious Sabha’ in 1815 C.E, with the cooperation of some
educated youngsters of Calcutta. in 1828 C.E., it became the
Brahmo Samaj. The Brahmo Samaj preached monotheism
i.e. belief in One God. It rejected idol worship bcause they
believed that God has no shape. Brahmo Samaj declared that
the essence of all religions was one and the same and that all
human beings were equal in the Sight of God. Was also a
relentless crusader against child marriage and the rigidity of
the caste system, he described as undemocratic and in human,
he stood for the freedom of widows to remarry and equal
rights of men and women. Ram Mohan Roy it strongly
encouraged the education of women and widow remarriage.
It was the first intellectual reform movement in modern India.
It led to the emergence of rationalism and enlightenment in
India which indirectly contributed to the nationalist movement.

Raja RamMohan Roy organised an agitation for the
obalition of ‘Sati’. when the orthodox Hindus petioned
Parliament to uphold the practice, Raja Ram Mohan Roy
organised a counter petition of enlightened Hindus in favour
of Bentinck’s action of abolishing Sati. He was a pioneer in
Indian journalism. Ram Mohan Roy propagated his ideas
through the press. In December 1821 C.E, he launched a
Bengali weekly, ‘Sabad Kaumudi’ or “The Moon of
Intelligence”, which was the first Indian newspaper edited,
published and managed by Indians. After a year, he began
publication of another weekly in Persian i.eMiral-ul-Akhbar
or “The Mirror of Intelligence”. Through these news papers
he propagated his political and social ideas.He brought out
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journals in Bengali, Persion, Hindi and English to spread
scientific ideas and political knowledge among Indians. He
had a keen interest in international events and supported
thecause of liberty and democracy everywhere. He opposed
injustice and oppressionwherever it was practiced. Among
those who supported and helped him were David Hare, (a
Dutch watchmaker and founder of the Hindu College), was a
prominent business man of Bengal and the father of
Debendranath Tagore. ‘Raja’was the title given by the Mughal
Emperer Akbar II, for his ability to convince the British
Government in taking up measures for the welfare of Inida.
He was well received in various circles in England, where he
stayed for three years and died there on September 27, 1833
C.E. in Bristol at England, Ram Mohan Roy prepared the
ground for social and religious reforms. The Brahmo Samaj,
which he founded, was the first platform of New India and
precursor of the subsequent social reform movements started
by M.G. Ranade and others and the political movement
launched by the Indian National Congress.

2.3: Dayananda Saraswathi: (1824-1883 C.E.)

Mula Shankar, later known as
Dayanand Saraswati was born in
1824 C.E, in a Brahmin family, in
Movi, in Kathiawar, Gujarat. At the
age of 21 he left home in order to
escape the entanglement of marriage
and to seek to pacify the turmoil and
commotion of his soul. For 15 years

he led the life of a wandering scholar
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in search of knowledge. Finally, he spent two and a half'years
at Mathura as a disciple of a blind saint scholar Swami
Virjananda, who taught him the philosophic interpretation of
the Vedas and then charged him with the mission to purge
Hinduism of all its ugly accretions and aberrations. Swami
Dayananda Saraswati wanted to reform the society on the
principles of Vedas. In 1875 C.E, he formed an organization
and called it the ‘Arya Samaj’. The Arya Samaj believed
that God is one and can be reached through Truth and Spiritual
knowledge. They believed that the Vedas are the sorce of
universal knowledge. In 1882 C.E, the Arya Samaj formed a
‘Cow Protection Association’.

Guiding principles of the Arya Samaj are:
God is the primary source of all true knowledge;

God, as all-truth, all-knowledge, almighty, Immortal,
creator of Universe, is alone worthy of worship;

The Vedas are the books of true knowledge;

An Arya should always be ready to accept truth and
abandon untruth;

Dharma, that is, due consideration of right and wrong,
should be the guiding principle of all actions;

The principal aim of the samaj is to promote world’s
well-being in the material, spiritual and social sense;

Everybody should be treated with love and justice;
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Ignorance is to be dispelled and knowledge increased;

One’s own progress should depend on the uplift of all
others;

Social well being of mankind is to be placed above an
individual’s well-being.

They started ‘Goraksha’ (Protection of Cows)
Movement. Dayanand devoted himself to preaching his
new gospel, writing books, embodying his teachings and
organizing the Arya Samaj throughout India. He translated
the Vedas and wrote three books: (a) Satyartha Prakash
in Hindi, (b) Veda Bhasya Bhumika, an introduction to
his Vedic commentary, and (c) Veda Bhasya, a Vedic
commentary in Sanskrit on the Yajurveda and the major
part of the Rigveda. Dayanand Saraswati looked upon
the Vedas as ‘India’s Rock of Ages’. He believed that the
Hindu religion and the Vedas on which it was based were
eternal, unalterable, infallible and divine. Therefore, he gave
the slogan ‘Go back to the Vedas’ and ‘the Vedas are
the source of all knowledge’. He rejected the authority of
the later Hindu scriptures like the Puranas, which in his
view were responsible for the evil practices of idol worship
and other superstitious beliefs in the Hindu religion. On
the assump.tion that the Vedas were the only ‘source of
all knowledge’ and by rejecting all post Vedic
developments, the Arya Samaj denounced the infinite
number of meaningless rites, and the worship of the images
of different gods and goddesses which split the people
into numerous belligerent sects, repudiated the authority
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of the Brahmins and launched a crusade against all religious
superstitions. These were the progressive components in
the programme of the Arya Samaj. The Arya Samaj
opposed untouchability, caste discrimination, child
marriage and supported widow remarriage and
encouraged inter-caste marriages. Dayanand Saraswati
provided the Arya Samaj with a code of social conduct
and moral values. Its slogan ‘Go Back to Vedas’ was
inspired to revive the true Vedic religion and bring about
national unity and to kindle national pride and
consciousness.

Dayananda did
not oppose western
education and science.
the intention of starting
this Samaj was to
remove the unwanted

trends in Hinduism and to
reproselytize those Hindus who were converted to
Christianity or Islam. Dayananda Saraswati started the
‘Shudhi Movement’ to combat forcible conversions and
aimed also at aboloshing untouchability by converting
outcastes to Hinduism. The democratic organization which
Dayanand gave to the Arya Samaj provided it enough life
and vitality. On account of its democratic working the
movement continued to gain strength even after Dayanand
Saraswati’s death at Ajmer in 1883 C.E.
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2.4: Swami Vivekananda: (1863-1886 C.E.)

Ramakrishna’s humanism very deeply impressed his chief
disciple Narendra Nath Dutta, better known as Swami
Vivekananda. He was one of the eminent personalities in the
history of India. He was an Indian Hindu monk who spent his
whole life spreading the faiths and beliefs of Hinduism all around
the world as well as in India. Swami Vivekananda was born
in 1863 C.E., in Calcutta now its called Kolkota. In his
childhood he was much influenced by his pious parents. He
was enlightened and endowed with ‘ Viveka’and known as
Vivekananda. In 1871 C.E, at the age of eight, Narendra
Nath enrolled at Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar’s Metropolitian
Institution, where he want to school until his family moved to
Raipurin 1877 C.E. In 1879, after his family return to Kolkata,
he was the only student to receive first division marks in the
Presidency College entrance examinations.In late 1881 C.E,
or 1882 C.E, Narendra went to Dakshineswar with two
friends and met Ramakrishna. This meeting proved to be a
turning point in his life. Vivekananda travelled all over India
for 12 years preaching the vedantic scriptures and philosophy.
He graduated in 1894 C.E., and became the disciple of
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. After the death of Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa his disciple, Swami Vivekananada founded and
started the Ramakrishna Mission, to carry out social
reforms, preach throughout the world the ideals of Vedanta
and the teachings of his late guru.

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa was born in 1833 C.E, in
West Bengal. his original name wa Gadadhara. he was not
able to afford a formal eduction and therefore, he led a spiritual
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life since his childhood. he became a priest and settledat
Dakshiniswaram in West Bengal. he was different from other
reformers because he possessed neither scholarship nor
affluence. he believed that God is omnipresent and was of the
opinion that as all riversflow into the sea, so also, all religions
are absorbed into God. he said that devotees of God do not
belong to any class, sect or race. he explained that water,
though did not have any shape, had a certain shape when it
was transformed into ice. so, is God who is formless, transforms
Himself into whatever shape one imagines. Ramakrishna
reacted to the attacks of the Christian missionaries with is
spiritual strength. he dided in 1886 C.E.

Ramakrishna Misssion:

Vivekananda founded the Headquarters of the
Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 C.E, at Belur in West Bengal.
The mission opened its branches in Ceylon, Burma, Malaya,
America and other parts of Europe,the Ramakrishna
Misssion established schools, hospitals and orphanages. He
toured India and established branches of the Ramakrishna
Mission at several places. The motto of this mission is, ‘for
one’s own salvation and for the welfare of the world.’

Philosophy of Vivekananda:

Vivekananda describes God as supreme power, he is
omnipotent. Swami Vivekananda attended the conference of
world religions in 1893 C.E, in Chicago and represented
Hinduism and India. when he delivered his lecture at the
conference, he addressed the delegates as “Sisters and
Brothers”. He received great applause, as it expressed the
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greatness of Indian heritage and universal brotherhood. He
received invitations from Europe and other parts of America
and delivered several lectures on Hidnuism at those places.
Vivekananda believed that eveery human being is an
incarnation of God endowed with infinite energy. He preached
that the ideals of liverty, equality and independent thining had
to be inculcated in every one. Vivekananda was a saint par
excellence. He believed in the philosophy of Vedanta, which
he applied towards resolving the problems of everyday life.
He declared that he would talk of religion only when he
succeeded in removing poverty and misery from the country.
He had no faith in a social reform programme that catered to
an elitist group.

Vivekananda was much influenced by the Vedantic
philosophy. To him Vedanta is eternal. The final goal of human
life is to attain unity with the creator (God). His religion is
universal in nature and based on universal brotherhood. To
him worship of man is the real worship of God. In other words,
service to humanity is service to God. According to him real
happiness neither lies in body nor in mind, but in freedom of
life. The goal of life is thus freedom. Freedom is the motive of
the universe; freedom is the goal. In gita, there is mention of
Karma Yoga, Vakti Yoga, Raj Yoga and Gyan Yoga. He
was spiritualist; he happily blended spirituality with science.
His interpretation of Vedanta is based on scientific analysis.
Vivekananda philosophy of education is an offshoot of his
general philosophy. He believed that man at birth is complete.
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Opinion on aims of Education:

He argued that education, with all that it implied, would
automatically rid society of its ailments, thereby dispensing
with the necessity of a formal movement. Vivekananda had
been deeply impressed by the humanism of his teacher
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, and humanism became the soul
of his social, religious and spiritual ideas. Therefore, education
is the manifestation of perfection already in man; perfection is
already inherent in man and education is the manifestation of
the same. All are entitled to attain perfection. In fact all are in
the way of perfection and education is a means to attain the
goal. Swami Vivekananda’s educational philosophy is the
reflection of Vedantic philosophy. Education according to him
is the best means for the development of the inner man. It is
also the means for making mankind arise out of his poverty
and helplessness.

Leaders of the Indian National Movement, like Bipin
Chandra Pal, Arvind Ghosh and Bala Gangadhar Tilak, were
influenced by his teachings. Vivekananda was a great opponent
of ritualism and priestly tyranny. Vivekananda’s economic
thoughts were refreshingly modern. He was aware of the
defects of the capitalist mode of production. Vivekananda’s
concept of universalism was a world order based on equality
of nations and absence of all forms of chauvinism or hatred
among nations. He had a keen sense of patriotism, which is
evident in all his writings. He was the messiah of Indian youth.
He asked them to arise and awake and challenged the
educated in these words: “So long as the millions live in hunger
and ignorance, | hold every man a traitor, who having been
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educated at their expense, pays not the least heed to them”.
Anything that makes you weak physically, intellectually and
spiritually reject as poison, there is no life in it. Truth is purity,
truth is all knowledge and truth is strength”.

Vivekananda was, indeed, a patriot from the core of his
heart, with faith in the evolution of Indian civilization, an intense
zeal to revive all that was good and great. His vision of
Hinduism was deeply divided between its glorious past and a
degenerate present. In this he shared the perceptions of Ram
Mohan Roy and other Hindu reformers and thinkers of the
nineteenth century. On 4" July 1902 C.E, Vivekananda awoke
early, went to the monastery at Belur Math and meditated
some time after he went to his room, asking not to be disturbed.
He passed away while meditating.

2.5: Jyotiba Phule: (1827-1890 C.E.)

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule,
also known as Jotiba Phule is
regarded as the foremost
reformer, social activist and a
pioneer of women education in
India during the 19" century. One
of the most vocal amongst the
“low-caste” leaders was Jyotiba [
Phule born in a Mali (Gardner)
family of Pune in 1827. The Malis
belonged to Shudra Varna and

were placed immediately below
peasant caste of Maratha-kunbis of Maharashtra. He studied
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in schools set up by Christian missionaries. On growing up he
developed his own ideas about the injustices of caste society.
Phule not only educatted himself under aderse conditions but
also continued to work for the education of the depressed
classes and especially women. In 1848 Jyotiba Phule began
his work as a social reformer interested in education of low
caste boys and girls, when he started a school for girls of low
and untouchable castes. Since no female teacher was available,
Phule asked his wife Savitribai to teach in the school. He
supported the movement for widow remarriage in 1860 and
in 1863 established a Home for the prevention of infanticide.
In 1873 the organization ‘Satya Shodhak Samaj’ was
organize by him and his colleagues for the lower castes against
the Hindu social order based on varna and caste system. It is
also known as the society of seekers of truth. ‘Mahatma’
Jyotiba Phule was the first Indian representing the depressed
classes who fought for their upliftment in society. he said that
there was no need of a priest to reach God. In 1873 C.E, he
wrote a famous book called “Gulam Giri” in which he brought
out the unscientific nature of the Puranas and Agamas; he
has given a historical survey of the slavery of lower castes. In
1883 C.E, he published a collection of his speeches under the
title ShetkaryacaAsud (The cultivator’swhip-cord) where
he has analyzed how peasants were being exploited in those
days.The great reformer from Mumbai, Rao Bahadur Vithalrao
Krishnaji Vandekar and people of Bombay gave Jyotirao Phule
the title of “Mahatma” in May 1888 in recognition of his
selfless services to humanity. He work started by Phule in
19th Century for the upliftment of depressed classes was
continued by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in 20th century.
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According to Phule, the Indian society was based on
inequality between man and man and exploitation of ignorant
masses by the cunning Brahmins. Phule believed that God
who is the creator of the Universe has created all men and
women free and capable of enjoying their rights. The creator
has created all men and women as the custodians of all human
rights so that a man or a group of men should not suppress an
individual. The Maker has bestowed upon all men and women
religious and political liberty. Therefore, no one should look
down upon anyone’s religious faith or political opinion. Every
Individual has aright to property. Phule developed a critique
of Indian society in the light of these fundamental principles.
American activist Thomas Paine’s famous book ‘The Rights
of Man’ left an everlasting influence on young Jyotirao’s mind.
He strongly believed that education is the most powerful tool
which could change the world. Education is the only weapon
that can bring about social change and remove the evils from
society. Indian society was founded on the Varna system.
Phule challenged the view that it was god-ordained. He held
that this claim was made to deceive the lower Varnas. Since
this claim was made by the religious texts of the Hindus, he
decided to expose the falsehood of these texts. Another
oppressed group in the Indian society was that of women.
Phule always mentions women along with men. He did not
assume that when men are mentioned, women are
automatically included into that category. He makes a special
reference to women when he discusses human rights. In place
of exploitative Indian social order, Phule wanted to establish
asociety founded on principles of individual liberty and equality
and in place of Hinduism he would have liked to put universal
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religion. On 28™ November 1890 C.E, social reformer and
educationist Jyotirao Phule passed away in Pune. Dhananjay
Keer wrote down his biography titled, ‘Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule: Father of our social Revolution in 1974 C.E.

2.6: Narayana Guru: (1856-1928 C.E.)

Narayana Guru was born in
village Chempazhanthy, near
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala on
August22,1856 C.E, in anon-caste
Hindu and belonged to the Ezhava
caste, and was considered
‘avarna’ according to the social
mores of the time. His father Madan
Asan and mother Kuttiiyamma,

Asan means teacher. His father
owned a small piece of land and
was the village school master. Kuttiyamma was a pious and
kind hearted lady. Narayana guru was marriage to Kaliamma
in 1882 C.E. Narayana Guru was became a gyanin, a yogi,
a guru in the true sense of the word; gu means darkness and
rumeans to dispel.Right from his childhood he loved solitude
and always indulged himself'in deep contemplation. He was
intensely drawn to worship at the local temples and composed
hymns and several devotional songs. He started living with
the poor folk and took food with them. People looked upon
him with reverence and awe. His medical skill and the
knowledge of Ayurvedicsystem of medicine helped in
strengthening people’s faith in his power.He learned Vedas,
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Upanishads, literature, logical rhetoric of Sanskrit, Hatha
Yoga and other philosophies.

Narayana Guru taught equality but
felt the inequalities should not be
exploited to carry out conversions and
therefore generate strife in society. He
organized an All-Region Conference
in 1923 at Alwaye Advaita Ashram,
which was reported to be the first such

event in India. This was an effort to counter the religious
conversions Ezhava community was susceptible to. Naryana
Guru became one of the greatest proponents and re-evaluators
of Advaita Vedanta, the principle of non-duality put forward
by Adi Shankara. He wrote various books in different
languages. Few of them are: Advaitha Deepika, Asrama,
Thevarappathinkangal, etc. A remarkable social reformer,
he was in the forefront of the movement for universal temple
entry and against the social ills like the social discrimination of
untouchables. Narayana Guru provided the impetus for
Vaikom agitation which was aimed at temple entry in
Travancore for the lower castes. It drew nationwide attention
and appreciation from Mahatma Gandhi. He captured the
essence of Indianess in his poems which highlighted the unity
that lies beneath the world’s apparent diversity. Contribution
to Science emphasized the practice of ideals of cleanliness,
promotion of education agriculture, trade, handicrafts and
technical  training. SreeNarayana  Guru
AdyaropaDarsanam explains the creation of the universe.
Daivadasakam and AtmopadesaSatakam are a few
examples of how the mystic reflections and insights closely
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resemble recent advances in physics. Narayana Guru
Philosophy of universal oneness has special relevance in the
contemporary global context where in the social fabric of many
countries and communities are being eroded by hatred,
violence, bigotry, sectarianism and other divisive tendencies.
20" September, 1928 C.E. This day is observed as Narayana
Guru Samadhi in Kerala.

2.7: Periyar: (1879-1973 C.E.)

In the early twentieth century, the non-Brahman movement
started. The initiative came from those non-Brahman castes
that had acquired access to education, wealth and influence.
They argued that Brahmans were heirs of Aryan invaders from
the north who had conquered southern lands from the original
inhabitants of the region — the indigenous Dravidian races.
They also challenged Brahmanical claims to power.

Periyaror E.V. Ramasamy Naicker was born on
September 17, 1879 C.E, at Erode town in Tamil Nadu, his
father Venkata Naicker a popular rich merchant, and also
ardent devotee of Hindu religion and his mother
ChinnaThayammal alias Muthammal. He was sent to a small
primary school normally run at a house-pial in those days. His
school career ended within 5 years he entered into his father’s
trade. He used to hear Tamil Vaishnayv religious Gurus talks
on mythologies at his house, enjoyingtheir hospitability. As a
boy, he started questioning the contradictions and illusions in
the fables of Hindu deities spread by the Aryan Race i.e.,
Brahmins for subjugating Dravidian Race. He married
Nagammal aged 13-year-old, his cousin. He reformed his

139



orthodox wife and sowed rationalistic views in her mind. He
undertook “renunciation” of family because of the harsh
reprimand by his father. After six years of family life, he took
to Sanyasi life and traveled all over India as a religious
mendicant. He went first to Vijayawada in Andhra State. Then
he proceeded to Hyderabad and Kolkata.He was of the
opinion that all the inequalities and oppressions found in the
society were created by priestly/Brahmanic religion. Rather
than opting for a new religion, Periyar thought, religions should
be rationally evaluated from the perspective of human life.
Any religion or religious practice that obstructs human dignity
should be abandoned. He stood for self-respect (individual
freedom and dignity).

After returning from the Sanyasi tour, Periyar continued
his business. His interest for social works, including protesting
against social evils motivated him to join congress in 1920
C.E. To his surprise he found that, in the name of nationalism
congress was upholding caste system and Brahmins dominated
it. Periyar, as congress president of Tamil Nadu participated
in the ‘Vaikom Satya Graha’, which taught him the gravity of
untouchables. The social, religious political and economic
degradations imposed in the name of gods and religion, through
the “structure” called Hinduism, by the Brahmins, gradually
contributed to the anti-religious and anti-Brahminical attitude
of Periyar. For Periyar, there is no meaning in religious rituals,
practices and festivals. He found them all as the crafty work
of Brahmins to maintain their standard of life at the cost of
non-Brahmins. All rituals are designed in such a way that all
material benefits would go to the priests. Periyar’s protest
was vehement. During 1927-28 C.E, he campaigned, which
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would become his signature political position in the coming
years. The Justice Party had been founded on the basis of
‘non-Brahmanism’ to ensure that the benefits of education
and government jobs reached non-Brahmins. As a symbol of
their opposition to Varnashrama dharma, the Self-respecters
burned the Manusmriti publicly in many places. On 7
November 1928 C.E, Periyar began a new English periodical
named Revolt to carry its message to all sections of the society.
On 17 February 1929 C.E, the first provincial conference of
the movement was held in Chengelpet in Tamil Nadu. In the
conference, resolutions supporting widow remarriage, inter-
caste marriage and condemning donation of money for rituals
in temples were passed. Periyar’s fame as a radical reformer
was spreading. He received invitations from Tamils in Burma,
Malaysia and Singapore to visit and address meetings.

Periyar was looking for a new direction for the party and
he found it in socialism. The self-respect movement adopted
rationalism because of its anti-Varnashrama and anti-
Brahmin political ideology. The self-respect movement
embracing socialism wholeheartedly, it organized May Day
celebrations and published books and pamphlets on socialism
through Kudi Arasu. On 21 February 1940, the governor
made Hindi an optional subject in schools. Thus, the first
language war ended with a victory for Periyar and the self-
respect movement. Periyar formed an ‘anti-Hindu Army’
and named Anna its ‘Dictator’. Viduthalai and Dravida Nadu
started attacking the new policy. At a rally in 1944 C.E,
Periyar, in his capacity as the leader of the Justice Party,
declared that party would henceforth be known as the
‘DravidarKazhagam’, or “Dravidian Association”. The
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DravidarKazhagam came to be well known among the urban
communities and students. Villages were influenced by its
message. In 1949 C.E, E.V. Ramaswamy’s chief lieutenant,
Conjeevaram Natarajan Annadurai, established a separate
association called the ‘Dravida MunnetraKazhagam’
(DMK), or ‘Dravidian Progressive Federation’. The
activities of Periyar continued when he went to Bangalore in
1958 C.E, to participate in the All India Official Language
Conference. There he stressed the need to retain English as
the Union Official Language instead of Hindi. Five years later,
Periyar travelled to North India to advocate the eradication
of the caste system. On 24 December 1973 C.E, Periyar
died at the age of 94.

2.8: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: (1891-1956 C.E.)

Some people are
born brilliant, some
have brilliantness thrust
upon them and some
achieve brilliantness. To
the last division, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar
belongs. He was a great

patriot, social thinker, political reformer, philosophical writer
with progressive ideas. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was among the
most outstanding intellectuals of India in the 20" century in
the world. He was independent India’s first Minister of Law
and Justice, and is more popularly remembered as the chief
architect of the Constitution of India. He was a scholar with
doctorates from Columbia University and London School of
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Economics. A well-known economist, jurist, politician and
social reformer, his active campaigns against discrimination
on the basis of caste in India made it a full-fledged social
reform movement. Bhima Rao Ramji Ambedkar, also known
as Baba Saheb, he was born in 14 April 1891 C.E, in Madhya
Pradesh in an untouchable Mahar family. As a child he
experienced what caste prejudice meant in everyday life. In
school he was forced to sit outside the classroom on the
ground, and was not allowed to drink water from taps that
upper-caste children used. After overcoming numerous social
and financial obstacles, Ambedkar became one of the first
Dalits to obtain a college education in India. After finishing
school, he got a fellowship to go to the US for higher studies.
He appeared for the Bar examination in London. He practiced
law for a few years in India. Later, he published journals
advocating political rights and social freedom for India’s
untouchables.

The first and foremost slogan of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to
the depressed sections of society is “Be educated, Be
organized and Be agitate”. He always believed in the
movements led by women. He also added that if the women
from all walks of life are taken into confidence, they may play
a significant role in the social reforms. He started his owned
newspaper Mook Nayak in 1920 C.E, and Bahishkrit
Bharat in 1927 C.E, to upgrade the social status and to
motivate women to participate in social reform movements
against social evils. BahishkritHitakarini Sabha is a central
institution formed by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar for removing
difficulties of the untouchables and placing their grievances
before the government. He spent his whole life in fighting against
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social discrimination. In the March, 1927 C.E, Dr. Babasaheb
launched Mahad Satyagrahas in this historic march thousands
of Men and Women were accompanied to assert their rights
to take water from Chawdar tank at Mahad.

Ambedkar led three such movements for temple entry
between 1927 C.E, and 1935 C.E. His aim was to make
everyone see the power of caste prejudices within society.
Ambedkar’s educational relevance lies in the fact that he
identified knowledge and power as the critical elements in the
construction of modernity in India. He converted many
untouchables to Theravada Buddhism. He was the Chairman
of'the drafting Commiittee of the Indian Constitution and was
the first law minister of India. He died in 1956 C.E. The life of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was marked by struggles but he proved
that every hurdle in life can be surmounted with talent and firm
determination. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was posthumously
awarded the Bharat Ratan, India’s highest civilian award, in
1990 C.E.

2.9:Sum Up:

Protests against superstitious beliefs and practices
associated with religion and the caste system is exceedingly
old in India. The indigenous, ascetic and pre-Aryan religious
movement called the Sramanas was the first to oppose priestly
rituals, superstitions and caste system. Its two offshoots,
Jainism and Buddhism laid greater emphasis on reason and
disapproved irrational practices and inequalities in the society.
The materialist charvaka system insisted that there is no
necessity for faith in religion, rites, priests and Vedas. The
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Upanishads are earnest quest for truth beyond externals of
religions. Bhakti movement in Hinduism, to some extent,
disfavored mechanical rites and caste system. With the
influence of British, people like Ram Mohan Roy, Keshub
Chander Sen and Ranade initiated many social reforms.
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and Ambedkar radically criticized
priestly exploitations. Indian societies have historically been
dominated by Brahminical ideologies and people have been
under continuous oppression. Various incidents and movements
have occurred in the past to counteract this domination. The
self respect movement is one of the movements that resisted
Brahmin dominance in Indian society. The fact remains that
the self respect movement’s strong ideals and demands paved
the way for true democracy.

Additional Information:

Important Organization and founder:

Sl. Organization Founder Place Year
No
1. | Brahmo Samaj Raja Ram Kolkota | 1828 C.E.
Mohan Roy
2. Arya Samaj Dayanand Bombay | I875C.E
Saraswati
3. Ramakrishna Mission | Swami Belur 1892 C.E
Vivekananda
4. Satyashodhak Samaj | Jyotiba Pune 1873 C.E
Govindrao
Phule
5. BahishkrtHitkarni Dr. B.R. Bombay | 1924 C.E
Sabha Ambedkar
6. Sri Narayana Guru Narayana Kerala 1902 C.E
Dharma Guru
ParipalanaYogam
(SNDP)
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< Ram Mohan Roy is called the “Father of Modern India”
in recognition of his epoch-making social, educational and
political reforms.

s Brahmo Samaj began as a reformist movement within the
Hinduism religion. Brahmo Samaj tried to reform the social
and religious practices, and abolish traditions, including the
Sati and caste system.

s Arya Samaj motto Krinvanto Vishvam Aryam (Make
this world noble), the socio-cultural movement aim to reform
society by raising awareness among people about Vedic
knowledge.

¢ The primary aim of Satyashodhak Samaj was to promote
education and social rights in the deprived group of the
society.

¢ The selfrespect movement, also known as the Dravidian
Movement, advocated for equal rights for the backward
castes, with a focus on women’s rights.

¢ People were energizing with the feeling of self-respect and,
above all, self-confidence, as it prepared to confront societal
injustice perpetuated by the Brahmins.

s« Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the voice of voiceless and hope
of hopeless, light of those in darkness and support for those.
He bought them out of clutches of untouchablility, bondage
of oppression and the leprosy of the caste system.

146



2.10: Model Questions and Answers:

L.

Ql.

Q2.

A

Multiple Choice — Choose the correct answer.

First Modern man of India

a) Henry Derozia b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy

c) Pherozshah Mehta  d) JRD Tata

b. Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Which party was the First to approve women in Electoral
Politics?

a) Justice Party b) Madras United League
¢) The Madras Non-Brahmin Association

d) None of these

a, Justice Party

Q3.Assertion (A): The Justice Party continued to remain in

government from 1920-1937 in Madras Presidency.

Re ason (R): The Congress Party boycotted the Madras

Q4.

Legislature during this period of Dyarchy.

a) Both A and R are correct
b) A is correct, but R is not the correct explanation
¢) Both A and R are wrong
d) R is correct, but it has no relevance to A
A: a.Both A and R is correct
Who is the founder of Self Respect Movement?
a) Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy  b) B. Muniswamy Naidu
¢)A. Subbarayalu
d) PanagantiRamarayaningar
A: a.Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy

Q5. Who said to be the Hero of Vaikam

a) B. Munuswamy Naidu b) A. Subbarayalu
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Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

¢) Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy

d) PanagantiRamarayaningar

A: c. Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy

Which of the two parties are merged to form as Dravidar

Kazhagam (DK) in 1944

1) Justice Party 2) Self Respect Movement

3) Tamilnadu Congress 4) Madras United eague

a) 1 and 3 b)2and 4 c)land2d)1and4
A: c.land2

Who became the first woman legislator in India in 1926

C.E?

a) MoovalurRamamirtham b) Sarojini Naidu

¢) Anandi Gopal Joshi d) Muthulakshmi Reddy

A: d. Muthulakshmi Reddy

Which of the following is correctly paired?

a) Satya Shodhak Samaj-1878 C.E

b) Dravidar Kazhagam-1933 C.E.

¢) Arya Samaj-1875 C.E.

d) Rama Krishna Mission- 1887 C.E

A:c.AryaSamaj-1875 C.E

In which year Chicago Conference was held

a)1873C.E  b)1883C.E c)1893C.E d)1898 CE

A:c. 1893 C.E.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was born in

a)April 14,1861 C.E b) Aprill4, 1871 C.E

c)April 14,1881 C.E d)April 14,1891 C.E

A:d.April 14,1891 C.E
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Fill in the blanks:

Q11. Swami Vivekananda established Ramakrishna Mission in
the year .(1897 C.E.)

QI2. is a famous slogan raised by
Swami Vivekananda. (Go back to Gita)

Q13. Prarthana Samaj was founded by in
(Atmaram Pandurang) (1867)

Ql4. was gave the title of ‘Raja’ to
Ram Mohan Roy (Akbar II)

Ql15. was the Chairman of the
Drafting Committee of Indian Constitution. (Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar)

II. Match the columns A with column B:

A B
1.RajaRam Mohan Roy  (E) A. Belur Math (1902)
2.Dayananda Saraswathi ~ (F) B. Delhi (1956)

3. Swami Vivekananda (A) C. Vellore (1973)

4. Periyar (C) D. Pune (1890)
5. Jyothi Rao Phule (D) E. Bristal (1833)
6. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (B) F. Ajmer (1883)
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II1.

Q1

Q)2.

Q) 3.

Q) 4.

Q5.

IV.

Q1

Q) 2.

Q) 3.

Q) 4.

Short Answers Questions:

Write a short note on factors influencing the rise of socio-
religious reform movements in 19" century?

What are social religious reform movements and evaluate
the contribution of Arya Samaj?

Briefly explain following questions.

a) Brahmo Samaj b) Swami Vivekananda
¢) Vaikom Satya Graha d) Dravidian Movement
¢) Sri Narayana Guru Dharma ParipalanaYogam (SNDP)

Bring out the role of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule in the Social

Reform movement in India.
Social reforms in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Age.
Essay Answers Questions:

Write an essay on Raja Ram Mohan Roy ideology and
socio religious reform movement in India?

Explain the contribution of Dayananda Saraswathi to Arya
Samaj in the movement of Social & Religious Reformation.

In what way did Ramakrishna Paramahamsaifuse a new
vigour and dynamism into Hinduism?

Explain the Periyar’s views on religion and his anti-
Brahmin movement in South India?
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Q) 5. Howdid Jyotirao Phule the reformers justify their criticism
of caste inequality in society?

Q) 6. Trace the origin and development of the anti-caste
movements in India.
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Unit 111

Causes for the growth of Nationalism - Freedom Struggle
from 1885 to 1920 Moderate Phase — Militant Phase,
Vandemataram Movement - Home Rule Movement

3.0  Learning Outcomes
3.1 Introduction
3.2 Causes for the growth of Nationalism
33 Foundation of Indian National congress
3.4  Objectives and Aims of Moderates
3.5  Important moderate leaders
3.6  Achievements OF moderates
3.6.1 Indian Council Act 1892
3.6.2 Provision of the Act
3.7 Extremist period
3.7.1 Causes for the rise of Extremists
3.7.2 Ideals and Objectives of the extremists
3.7.3 Important Extremists leaders
3.8 Vandemataram movement
3.8.1 Repressive measures of the Government
3.8.2  Suratsplit
3.8.3 Minto-Morley constitutional reforms (1909)

3.9 Home rule Movement
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3.9.1 Lucknow Session 1916
3.9.2  August Declaration
3.9.3 Montagu—Chelmsford constitutional reforms
(1919)
3.10  Riseof Militant Nationalism causes

3.11. Letussumup

3.11.1 Model Questions

3.11.2 Suggested reading Books

3.11.3 External links —YouTube links
3.0 Learning outcomes:

Students will able to:

= Describing Constitutional Developments from 1858 to 1909.
Government of India Act of 1919, Act of 1935

= Explain Constitutional Developments and Ministries from 1937
to 1947

s+ Know Establishment of the Indian National Congress
Prominent leaders of early stage.

s Discriminating Partition of Bengal, Swadeshi Movement, Surat
Split of 1907, Home Rule Movement.

s Students will be able to illustrate rise and growth of Economic
Nationalism in India.

s Students will learn about Mahatma Gandhi, the development
of nonviolent mass action, and the Indian movement for
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independence. Students will retain strong mental images of
Gandhi and the origins of nonviolent mass action.

3.1 Introduction:

India’s struggle for freedom against foreign rule is an
interesting story not only in the history of India but also of the
world. It was a mass movement involving all the people
irrespective of caste, creed, religion, status, gender, age, and
language. The most important feature was the way it was
organized. By means of Non-violence and Satyagraha Indians
obtained independence.

The freedom movement played an important role in
transforming the Indian people into a “Nation”. Great leaders
like Surendranath Benerjee, Dadabhai Nouroji, Goplakrishna
Gokhale, Balagangadhar Tilak, Lala lajapathi rai, Bipin
chandrapal, Aravind Ghosh, Motilal Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, but a galaxy of unsung heroes and heroines
sacrificed their lives for the sake of the motherland. That was
the greatness of India’s freedom struggle it was divided into
three phases.

Moderate period - 1885-1905

Extremist period — 1905- 1920

Gandhian Era—  1920-1947.

India obtained Independence from the British in 1947.In
this unit we will discuss the aims and objectives of the
moderates their achievements and the contribution of important
moderate leaders. We will examine the provisions and criticism
of the Act of 1892. We will observe the methods and
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achievements of extremists. We will also examine the activities
of the revolutionary terrorists and the important incidents.

3.2 Causes for the growth of Nationalism:

Intellectual awakening in India during the 19 th Century
was mainly due to structural changes brought out by British
rule which resulted in the creation of new social Classes among
them the most important of them being the educated
intelligentsia, who under the influence of western Culture
initiated movements.

A. Political and Administrative Unity

One of the significant results of the British conquest of
India was the establishment of a centralized state. It brought
about a political and administrative unification of the country.

The pre- British India was divided into numerous feudal
states frequently struggling among themselves to extend their
boundaries. The British authority established a centralized state
structure in India with a uniform reign of law. They enacted
and codified laws which were applicable to every citizen of
the state. These laws were enforced by a hierarchically graded
system of tribunals.

The public services brought about the administrative
unification of the country. The establishment of uniform currency
system, common administration, common laws and judicial
structure contributed to India’s unification which ultimately
helped the rise of national consciousness.
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B. English Language and Western Education:

Introduction of western education was another important
factor which paved the way for the growth of nationalism.
Three main agencies were responsible for the spread of modem
education in India. They were the foreign Christian
missionaries, the British Government and the progressive
Indians. With the intension of spreading Christianity among
the Indians, the Christian missionaries did extensive work in
the spread of modern education. They were among the
pioneers of modern education in India. The British Government
was the principal agent of disseminating modern liberal and
technical education in India.It established a network of schools
and colleges in India which turned out a number of educated
Indians well versed in modern knowledge. The introduction
of modern education in India was primarily motivated by the
political, administrative and economic needs of Britain in India.
The British government assigned various key posts of the
administrative machinery to the English and filled the
subordinate posts with educated Indians.

Some progressive Indians like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar etc. were the pioneers of western
education in India. The old system of education was only
perpetuating superstition and orthodoxy. English education was
treated as the treasures of scientific and democratic thought
of'the west. English educated Indians like Raja Ram Mohan,
Vivekananda, Gokhale, Dadabhai Naroji, Feroz Shah Mehta,
Surendra Nath Banerjee etc. who led the social, religious and
political movements in India were all English educated.
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English language became the medium of communication
among the educated Indians by which they could develop
close contacts with one another. They also came in contact
with western ideas, culture and institutions through the medium
of English language. It helped to build up a democratic and
rationalist outlook. Ideas of nationalism, democracy, liberty,
equality, socialism etc. could be infiltrated to India. The
philosophical ideas of Milton, J.S. Mill, Thomas Paine, John
Locke, Rousseau, Mazzini, Garibaldi etc. helped the growth
of national consciousness.Such consciousness found
expression in the formation of various organisations where
people could meet and discuss various problems of their
motherland. Exchange of views on different subjects of social,
political and economic interest could be possible on a national
scale. These educated Indians were instrumental in the political
awakening and organisation of political movements in India.

C. Increased means of Transport and Communication:

Modern means of transport helps in the consolidation of
people into modern nations. In India too, the establishment of
railways, construction of roads, canals and organisation of
postal, telegraph and wireless services all over India
contributed in forging the people into a nation. Of course, all
these facilities were developed in the interest of the British
industries and for political, administrative and military
reasons.However, these modern means of communications
helped the growth of political and cultural life on a national
scale. It promoted the organisation and functioning of a number
of political organisations like Indian National Congress, All
India Kishan Sabha, Youth League, All India Trade Union
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Congress etc. Railways made it possible for the people of
different towns, villages, districts and provinces to meet, to
exchange views and to decide upon programmes for the
nationalist movements. Without the modern means of
transport, no national conferences could have been held.

D. Emergence of Modern Press:

As a powerful social institution, the press facilitates the
exchange of thought on a mass scale within a short time. The
introduction of the printing press in India was an event of
revolutionary significance. Raja Ram Mohan Roy was the
founder of nationalist press in India. His ‘Sambad Kaumudi’
in Bengali published in 1821 and ‘Mirat-UL-Akbar’ in Persian
published in 1822, were the first publications with a distinct
nationalist and democratic progressive orientation.

The emergence of a number of nationalist and vernacular
newspapers also played a very vital role in mobilizing public
opinion and awakening national consciousness. Among them,
Amrit Bazar Patrika, The Bengali, The Bombay Chronicle,
The Tribune, The Indian Mirror, The Hindu, The Pioneer, The
Madras Mail, The Maratha, The Kesari etc. had played
important role in exposing the failure of the British Government
in providing welfare measures to the people. Among the news
agencies, The Free Press News Service played the most
important role in distributing news from the nationalist
standpoint.

The national movement was possible due to the facility of
political education and propaganda provided by the press.
With its help, the Indian nationalist groups were able to
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popularize among the people the ideas of representative
government. The press also brought the news of the
international world which made the people conscious of their
own position in India. The Nationalists in India were very
much eager to protect the independence of the press. Raja
Ram Mohan Roy was the first fighter who filed a petition in
the Supreme Court of Calcutta along with some enlightened
nationalist Indians such as Dwarkanath Tagore, Harchandra
Ghose, Chandra Kumar Tagore, Prasanna Kumar Tagore etc.
for this purpose. The struggle for the freedom of the press has
been an integral part of the national movement in India.

E. Economic Exploitation:

The worst feature of the British rule in India was the
economic exploitation of all classes. Britishers came to India
as traders and their primary motive was how to gain financial
benefit. The industrial revolution in Britain necessitated the
import of raw materials from different foreign countries and to
search extensive market for its goods out side. India provided
both to them.

The British government maintained its civil service and
military force at the cost of India. Attempt was made to destroy
the indigenous Indian industries to expand the public demand
for British industrial goods. While heavy import duties were
put on Indian goods to restrict their entry into British market,
there was free trade policy for the transactions of the raw
materials or British goods in India. Leaders like Dadabhai
Naroji, Mahadev Gobinda Ranade, GK. Gokhale etc.
analyzed the economic impact of colonial rule in India.

168



Soorot 008 wfsso S,

4. $ghged B Edrad HEred BhHo ©&N wiso
a3@E0s HBAL (HeNE0 ©dd &lere> BoxE (Do
Dgraren aoh. Jghgen ©hwod (BEer osNeels
050580 DEBLD.

5. & 580 Poeron HHBAM HEPE [FPIYEH BLRET ©BSH
8050 Koz 8 o8& éé}&éﬁém 208 oo DoDod.
T8 B (DPOF) b TS® Kogore 15me Aganosedod.

6. DI SK5eH FPprdes [HerBrareoR HEHOD ©tHirbhEéod
0B (HhE0 e ere B0 S @B, RIS
B0 5280 BIEOTR a8 (HHODH B8 I8N
HE). T8 0 D0E)e0 ©EKS5.

7. oS BLHBE TNSH Dthirddd E-0HRDS Teord
ErOE0S ooe .88 AYEaed. Bl T8V,
&Poerow, BorrS $Hoak» 6 JPS Hdchn Sesss rowd
B85°) S0 ouoe . add 0lrads TS -0d STOWSISE
ﬁéé&ééé@&&)ﬁéﬁ)ﬁ_ﬁ&. DBFOE Soren, Ber 33868@’
DERNTgociren B TeBey Froay TRT® (@PAYCHS
BIRSZE DS -0dHRcHS dghyen AyStacrd.

DGy:

1892 =& 5108008 TS o) S0 FFEEBIE® AYse
Qoo @3%’2’0@0&, 88 KeadaH RS Toezgor S°8Y). &8 S50
iﬁgéeﬁe FAAVISTY) zo(_q)eéo D008, T (DE)e0 ENHL) B
gacel) DRk $B)0SH). ﬁséf’e)ép)cfm;ﬁsé)é, 8ol Bzéé,
TRYIFOR S0 (50 T8 TrehBen $5¢9558%8 (©H580D
85 oreedas IR O BEE BT,

wonsd 1892 iﬁ%o@s ) SParen axvow. 2 g8
P&OD oD éoép)gg H55E0E DB, BIE0LD ghed
(gh&0 pBorr JaHo@nob. Dghgen @0l (BF) @i

169



Economic exploitation to such a high extent had great
repercussion on the growth of Indian nationalism and the
people agitated against the foreign government.

F. Social and Religious Reform Movements:

The various social and religious reform movements which
took place in India during the British rule were nothing but
expression of the rising national consciousness of the people.
The new educated class who imbibed the liberal western
culture, recognized the need of reforming social institutions
and religious outlooks as these were regarded as obstacles to
national advance. A number of organizations like Arya Samaj,
Brahmo Samaj, and Rama Krishna Mission, Theosophical
society etc. helped in bringing movements of reformation and
renaissance in India. These movements aimed to eliminate
privilege from the social and religious fields, to democratize
social and religious institutions of the country and to promote
individual liberty and social equality. They sought to establish
equal rights of all individuals irrespective of their caste or sex.
In this way, the national democratic awakening found
expression in all fields of national life. In politics, it gave birth
to the movement of administrative reform, self-government,

Home Rule and finally independence.
G. The Wickedness of Lord Lytton:

Heavy taxes were imposed on the Indian people by Lord
Lytton and this money was spent in the Afghan war. He also
passed the Arms Act that prohibited people of India from
keeping arms without licence. He brought about Vernacular
Press Act that aroused anger among Indians. A ceremony
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was celebrated at the time when India suffered from feminine
by Lord Lytton at Delhi Durbar when Queen Victoria was
given the title Kaiseri-Hind (the Empress of India). This
infuriated Indians against the British rule.

H. The Ilbert Bill Controversy

The Ilbert Bill was passed when Lord Ripon was the
viceroy of India. According to the bill, the Indian judges were
given the power to try the Europeans. It created problems
among the Europeans and a clause was inserted that the
Europeans would be tried by the Indians in presence of
European witness. This clearly reflected the intension of
Britishers and angered Indians.

3.3 Foundation of Indian National Congress:

Nationalism in India developed primarily as a response to
the British rule. British rule Came to the Indian soil in 1757
with battle of plassey and gradually established by defeating
the native rulers. Indian rulers wanted to oppose and fight
against the British presence in India. But initially they did not
do it together or as one people. The opposition to the British
rule or a fight against them did not bring about feeling of
nationalism in India.

All these changes affected primarily British interests and
set in nevertheless, a slow process of modernization in India.
They brought about the unification of a diverse country, the
establishment of a highly centralized and efficient administration
and an acquaintance of Indians with western secular, liberal
ideas. From the Governmental activities of promoting English
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education arose a new middle Class who were fascinated
with western social and political theories.The Indian
Intelligentsia had to take all these stern realities into account.

Their admiration for British rule was slowly turning into
murmurs of disapproval. The Changing mood was apparent
from their setting up of local associations and their drafting of
appeals for the removal local grievances.

The growing discontent among the educated middle-Class
intellectuals gained momentum especially after 1870 and almost
reached to an explosive point by 1883. At this juncture Indian
National Congress was founded in December. 1885 by 72
delegates drawn from all over the country. A.O.Hume a retired
English civil servant played a crucial role in the formation of
Indian National Congress.

As per the safety valve theory National Congress was
founded by A.O.Hume under the direction of Viceroy Lord
Dufferin, to provide a safe, peaceful and Constitutional outlet
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or safety valve for the rising discontent among the masses
which was leading to popular and violent revolution.

3.4 Objectives and Aims of Moderates:

The period from 1885-1905 was called as ‘Moderate
period’, because the leaders like Dadabhai Nouroji, Ferojshah
Mehta, Dinsha -e-Wacha, WomeshChandra Benerjee,
Surendranath Benerjee, Gopalakrishna Ghokale were
Moderates in political methods. They believed in the spirit of
liberalism and full of admiration for British history and culture.
They also believed that British rule in India was ‘Providential®
and was in the interest of the Indians. In 1886 Dadabhai
Nouroji presided the Calcutta Session of the Congress. He
spoke about the good things of the British rule. Likewise
Ananda Mohan Bose, the Congress President in 1898 declare
that-""the educated Classes are the friends and not the foes of
England her natural and necessary allies in the great work that
lies before her”. The Moderate leaders strongly believed that
India’s progress could be possible only under the supervision
of the British. Hence, they followed Constitutional methods
to fulfill their demands.

The Moderate leaders opined that if Indians had certain
grievances, these were only due to the ignorance of the British
Government. So if they presented these grievances to the
government, they would be redressed. Therefore, they
followed three ‘P’s ‘Prayer, petition and protest’ method. W.
C. Benerjee the president of Congress in his presidential
address mentioned the objects of the Congress. They
are........

176



BorrSmre JeR0SE0H. 58 erdoHariedr Both-2rothden
080 Fwoenr Do [HEHES S5 Borrden wsro Hgo
BT, WToESE BIG ‘S80S .8 aromer HE& Howod. I
@é:é)véOoiﬁeaa;Eé)&), @Eﬁéﬁﬁ&)oiﬁex:ﬁc’é}@ 0B 33?650533@;26)&)
D PO, BorPS DiesiS HBTEOTP SPoFHE wol¥Sen
20rra 5B Borrs Hgksds JBTEorP ©darihen Howarsso
65 P80 omE. BENHOB WIE SeEren @B &850
SBETN8 se8een sPHe).
SoBsmsdo &digoo:

o5 858 BorrS Degfessd S58TBorr H@8 5o @
Eroe Dendad SoddrESo 65500, ad 8 ST ISt
add(@rosrod aogdodod. w8arder BE HJPes
adrpdoreN, é&c‘ﬁ% PP eD@rAoSEo, eP&OH RalaieN)
SnoTrh sk o&arhe o“xge‘éaoéa Aorr Jgoreg) (o
Bzed.

reroadBTAD, HHS JolBarS, ereronrigs of,
w8DOEER gy ©8TE TrehBen. Borrs Hgfess TwE) (0
©80S 16 @53338, 1905 08 @588 $Qob. & &% Borrd
©o&ir 2D YomrHo HOK eHTbore (HEA0S 2&od.
Boszes® oS 20Rod, (Heen KorrdH8 IPITren BE.
SoaKrE80 Sten SoBze pé (HERRNoTro. Srorhiden O
SmRoen B Hodwgrard) BOKH Hokhd @ 8% Sgraoiss
FeHEd 2BRBTND. 6533% SoBSsn DB $De 2&eYSeadd
Borrd cHoBHen B HEPFen AERPOT . BorrS woder
S8 DR Een 23BrPaD O Teer K08 XS [HSreo
. wr8ad mgvogen oS ey BT
3.8.1 (b0 S 03 Sgen:

St ©s*sros® drtn J80d BTG w0t S
B FD0oHBH (HEHEo HaHBEN0s. 19088° 8o 8 H@Y

177



1. The promotion of personal intimacy and friendship among
the people.

2. The eradication of various differences and development of
national unity.

3. Recording the matured opinions of the educate classes in
India on pressing social questions of the day.

4. Preparation of agenda for the next twelve months.

The most important demands of the congress during the period

WCIe:

1. Appointment of royal commission to inquire into the
working of Indian administration.

2. Abolition of the India council.

3. Creation of the legislative council for the North West
provinces, Oudh and the Punjab.

4. Admission of elected members to the legislative councils,
enlargement of legislative councils.

5. Creation of a standing committee in the House of
Commons to consider formal protests from majorities in
the council.

6. Reduction of military expenditure and demand for more
expenditure on development of education.

7. Introduction of public service examination in England and
India simultaneously.
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8. Rising the age of the candidates appearing the civil Service

Examination.

9. Enquiry into the backward economic and industrial
condition of the country.

The congress demanded few concessions and not freedom
for the nation during the period. These demands were always
worded in a prayer full language.

3.5 Important Leaders

There are many leaders in the Moderate Period. As it is
not possible to discuss the contributions of all we will examine
the role played by Dadabhai Nauroji, Surendranath Benerjee
and Gopala Krishna Gokhale in the freedom struggle.

Dadabhai Nauroji:

Dadabhai Nauroji was known as the ‘Grand old man of
India’.Hewas born at Khadak ,Maharastra in the house of
poor parsipriest.He studied at the Elphinston college and
started his career as an Assistant Professor of Mathematics
and Natural Philosophy in the same college.In 1865 he left
the teaching profession and proceeded to London as partner
in Parsi firm.In 1869 he returned to Bombay . He was elected
to the Bombay Municipal Corporation and later to the town
Council. He was the first Indian to become a member of the
House of Commons in 1892.He was associated with the
congress from the beginning and acted as its president thrice
in 1886, 1893 and 1906. He established the Bombay
association in 1852 the first of its kind in the Bombay
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presidency. During his stay in England from 1885-1869 he
educated British public on Indian affairs through the Indian
association and east India association. Dadabhai had faith in
British sense of Justice and fair play. Even though he was he
was loyal to the British crown he exposed the exploitative
nature of British rule in India. In his book “Proverty and
unBritish rule in India” Published in 1901 he gave statistical
details about the drain of wealth from India to Great Britain
and the resulting poverty of the Indians. He was the first Indian
to draw the attention of the Indians and the British public to
this aspect Gopalakrishna Gokhale praised Dadabhai as divine

man.
Surendranath Benarjee:

Surendranath Benerjee, the Indian Demosthenese was an
important national leader even before establishment of Indian
national congress. He was born 10" November 1848 in
Calcutta. He was influenced by Kesav chandrasen and Eswar
Chandra vidya sagar. After his graduation he went to England
in 1868 and passed Indian civil service-ICS exam in open
completion within one year. But he was rejected because he
crossed the age limit. He filed a writ of mandamus in the
Queen’s Bench and won the case. He worked as assistant
collector for three years but was dismissed from service in
1871 for a technical offence. He became professor of English
in the metropolitan institution founded by Iswar Chandra vidya
sagar. He founded the Rippon College in 1882 and taught
there for 40 years. ‘I love students’ was his slogan. He took
over the English weekly the Bengali; he later converted it in to
a daily and propagated the national feelings through it. He
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launched an offensive against the repressive policy of Lytton.
He carried on a country wide agitation against the reduction
of age limit for the ICS examination from21-18- years. He
founded the Indian Association in 1876. He convened the
first national conference in 1883. He was the London
correspondent to the Hindu patriot. He was the member of
Bengal council. From 1883-1901 and the member of Imperial
legislative council from 1913-1918. He played a major role
in the anti-partition agitation. He became the minister for local
self government in 1921. In the capacity he provided a swaraj
constitution to the Culcutta Corporation. He accepted the
knighthood in 1921. He passed away on August 6™ 1925 at
the age of 77. His autobiography ° A nation in the making’is
an important book on our national evolution. His life and
activities formed an important part in the history of the national
movement in India.

Gopalakrishna Gokhale:

Gopalakrishna Gokhale popularly known as the Socrates
of Maharashtra was strong believer in the policy of moderation.
He was a follower of Mahadev Govinda Ranade. He was
born on 9" may 1866 in a marata Brahmin family at Kolhapur.
After graduation Gokhale joined the Deccan educational
society and served the society for 20years he edited the
quarterly Journal of the punasarvajaniksaba. He attended the
Allahabad session of Indian National congress in 1899. In
1897 he along with Mr. vacha was selected to give evidence
on Indian expenditure before the well by commission. He was
elected to the Bombay legislative council in 1902 and later to
the Imperial legislative council he criticized the government
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many issues such as annual budgets salt tax, Appointment of
Indians to higher services etc. he worked as joint secretary of
Indian National congress and in 1905 presided the Beneras
congress session.

In 1906 he went to England to educate the British public
about the situation in India. In 1910 Gokhale was again elected
to the Imperial legislative council and was responsible for the
introduction of free and compulsory education throughout
India. He was attracted to Gokhale and became his political
pupil. In 1905 Gokhale laid the foundation of the servants of
India society. The objective of the society was to train national
missionaries for the service of India and to promote by all
constutional means the true interests of Indian people.

3.6 Achievements of Moderates:

The main achievement of the moderates was the
introduction of election system in the Indian councils Act of
1892.Because of their efforts welby commission on Indian
expenditure was appointed and also 1893 the House of
Commons adopted a resolution in favour of holding
simultaneous examinations for the ICS.Though the Indian
National congress failed to secure political reforms it helped
the political advancement of India in many ways. The annual
sessions of the congress developed patriotic feelings among
the classes of India.

They succeeded in bringing political awareness and
leadership among the lower middle and middle-class people.
Leaders who were called moderates in this phase initiated
and spread the idea of democracy and civil liberty. Moderates

186



5.5 23386 [rrogys® 8%8ekn JIDLBoBSD, 0| B

BEB0DS Degedd cﬁag)ééoézﬁiﬁa, 2OOTHNY, (Q86°R
30‘502671501), Feoay o 65658 305026::50& 08330 @6@8263(3@3
POBADBEY).

(8) 3383

1.

&30 AT @3%’33%33&0&. BI95 "B oS
BARAS ©0)E* 144 008 Bghyen Soerdd (41 THIE
085 103 $Hod IYBRB-52 22388, 30 Swoen, 2
2Ee, 20 (HEE0) B DD ¥ e EYPS wH RS 60
2008 Jghged EOA Gotwod (26 TR O 34
ANBASgEd- 20 23588, 10 Ex0R0en, 3 chrestRchisy B
1 2%)).

TS «H 73336’5 $8Dsew0 5 BodEoren LB HBHen
SRS EOA e, wand oS SIRAS o8 3

oo HEASTO0 Sod.

3. X00ghgen (Hen ©EKRSS) HOKED SYFotrden FPan

Sorrel RrBOoBHE) HOAD eagésrf FRIforP 8.6 SeHBED),
©ond aagé:ﬁ 75% =)®8 s.en Schads St

Fodiod grodatven ©f8 $F SwapgPd Endesd
@3%0@63.0?@ So85658) FPES(HE0ERE $oD0HODD
S5FTred Qo@D

19218%edoe (@roaed YD FRE TRy Doy
Bcrndst JEE 2aFEy) TS HEE S8y eBA0E HOAD
19200 $500008° Higee FNIDVBS SEHTHFY Kb
Perdrgtngegort b grE8orsbosazon.

(3) B8og;
253@055&3—353{353@ Q368 10 Sodyore Soxd SE Someol

'538"270&.

187



sowed the seed of India’s Independence and finally laid the
foundation of the Indian Independence Movement. They
opposed British government policies on issues like huge
expenditure on British Army, racial discrimination policies,
production tax on cotton. They also assisted educational
movements. They also worked for the depressed class in this
phase and women’s education. This was a great initiative by
the moderates in the first phase of the India

Lala Lajpat Roy  Bal Gangadhar Tilak  Bipin Chandra Pal

3.6.1 Indian Councils Act-1892:

The Indian councils Act of 1861 failed to satisfy the
aspirations of the Indians. Indians who entered the councils
belonged to the rich and royal group and could not understand
the problems of the people. Even the number of Indians in the
council was also negligible and did not represent the people
as a whole. During the second half of the 19" century many
factors contributed to the growth of nationalism in Indian.
Indian national congress was founded in 1885. Mobilizing
public opinion in Indian to ventilate the grievances of the
people was objective of the congress in the beginning. And
the moderate leaders of the period demanded expansion of
legislative councils and admission of more number of Indians
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in the council. The government sent proposals to England for

the liberalizing the council which was a great achievement of

the early nationalist leaders. Hence the British parliament

passed the Indian councils Act in 1892.

3.6.2

Provisions of the Act:

In the central legislature the number of additional members
must not be less than 10 or more than 16. Two fifths of
the total members of the councils were to be non-officials.
These officials were partly nominated and partly elected.

The principles of indirect election were introduced for the
first time with limitations.

The powers of the members of the legislature were
increased. They can express their views on financial
statement but they were not empowered to more
resolutions.

The members were empowered to ask questions on
matters of public interest and the government answers the
questions after six days. The members were not permitted
to ask supplementary questions.

The act enlarged the number of additional members to
not less than 8 or more than 20 in the provincial legislature
of Bombay and madras. In north western province and
oudh the maximum was fixed at 15.

The member’s cash ask questions on general public
interest and the government required a six days previous
notice. Sometimes their questions could be disallowed
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without assigning any reason. They cannot ask
supplementary questions.

7. The five non- officials to the central legislative council to
be elected one each by the four provincials. Legislatures
of madras. Bombay, Bengal and north western province
and by the Calcutta chamber of commerce. The governors
general nominate the other five non- officials. The non-
official’s members of the provincial legislatures were
elected by the municipalities, district boards, universities
and the chambers of commerce.

Criticism:

The Indian councils act of 1892 introduced the principles
of election in India which was significant constitutionals change.
The act widened the functions of the legislatures. They can
ask questions and discuss general issues. Eminent Indian
leaders like Gopalkrishna Gokule, SurendranathBenerjee, Ras
Bihari Gosh,entered the legislatures and demonstrated their
political wisdom and patriotism.

However, there were certain defects in the act of 1892.
It failed to satisfy Indian nationalists. The functions of the
legislative councils were strictly controlled by the government.
The members could not ask supplementary question. The
rules of election were also unsatisfactory. Representation to
the councils was not proper. Any how the act of 1892 by
introducing the principle of election and giving the legislature
some control over the executive paved the way for the
introduction of responsible government in India.
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3.7Extremist Phase (1905 to 1920):

Extremist Movement in India began in 1905 after the
dissatisfaction caused by the failure of methods employed by
the moderates. Moderate leaders were not able to produce
any positive results from their negotiations with the British.
Their aversion towards radical views led to the rise of
extremism in India which aimed to bring out the reality of
British atrocities in front of the general public. Extremism was
rooted in employing aggression to resist British oppression
and establish ‘Swaraj’ which will belong to the people of the
nation.

The extremist phase was a result of British contempt for
Indians which created resentment among extremist leaders.

¢ There was also a suspicion that moderates were trying to
westernise the nation and build it in Britain’s image.

s The extremist movement in India led to a revival of national
pride. Extremist leaders were aggressive but were also
impacted by the spiritual notions of that time.

= Extremist period of Indian National Movement was also
influenced by Japan’s defeat of Russia and the loss of
Italy in Abyssinia.

=& The aim of extremists was to rid India of British rule by
following radical methods which moderates failed to do.

3.7.1 Causes for the rise of extremist Movement:

There are many causes for the rise of extremist nationalism.
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Failure of the moderates:

The younger members of the congress were dissatisfied
with the methods and policies of the moderates. They criticized
the constitutional methods followed by the congressmen as
‘political mendicancy’. They were disgusted with the cold and
slow methods such as ‘Prayer, petition and protest ‘of the
moderate leaders. They advocated the use of revolutionary
methods to gain concessions from the government. So the
failure of the moderates was responsible for the rise of
extremists.

Recognition of India’s past glories:

The new leaders recognized the country’s cultural heritage
and they hoped to revive the glories of ancient India. They
vehemently criticized the westernization if Indian life and
thought. The writings of Bankimchandra Chaterjee, Swami
Dayananda Saraswathi, and Vivekananda influenced them
greatly. Bankimchandra propagated ‘service to the motherland
‘through his writings.Dayananda’s message “Back to Vedas”,
and “India for Indians “gave new confidence to the Hindus.
Vivekananda exposed the greatness of India’s cultural heritage
and inspired the young people to conquer the west with India’s
spirituality realized the significance of their past history and
obtained new self confidence.

Economic deterioration:

During the period the economic conditions were
deteriorated in the country. This was the result of the policies
followed by the British. The nationalist leaders recognized the
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selfish nature of the British and described the same in their
scholarly writings.Dadabhai Nauroji explained the explorative
nature of British rule in his book “Economic History of India”.
M.GRanade in his “Essays in Indian Economics” R.C.Dutt in
his “Economic “History of India” described the discriminatory
policies of the British government. The terrible famines and
plague in the last decade of the 19 century killed many people.
The relief measures adopted by the government were not
adequate and satisfactory. Tilak criticized the actions of Plague
officials who caused more harm than good. Riots broke out in
Deccan and the government neglected the welfare of the
people.

Influence of contemporary international events:

Contemporary international events influenced the younger
generation and encouraged them to follow extremist methods
against the Government. The humiliations of Indians in South
Africa created anti British feelings. The victory of Abyssinia
over Italy and Japan over Russia shattered the myth of the
invincibility of the Europeans. The nationalist movements in
Egypt, Turkey, Persia and Italy gave new hoes to Indians.
The younger generation acquired new strength and confidence.

Curzon’s reactionary policies:

Curzon was a great imperialist and he was against the
principles of self government. He increased the domination of
the government officials in Calcutta Corporation and in
universities. The younger generation resented these measures.
He had no faith in the policy of educating Indians for self
government. He mentioned that ‘only English men were by

196



birth fit to India’ He also said that ‘providence had selected
Englishmen to rule over India and to give freedom to India
was against the will of god’. Such concepts naturally roused
the feelings of discontent among Indians.

Partition of Bengal:

Partition of Bengal in 1905 by Viceroy Curzon was the
most important cause for the rise of extremism. Bengal was
divided into East Bengal for administrative convenience. But
Bengalese resented this as government’s move to divide the
nationalists into two-Hindus and Muslims. Sir Surendranath
Benerjee expressed that “the announcement fell like a
bombshell. We felt that we had been insulted, humiliated and
tricked”. There was violent agitation against the partition of
Bengal and the extremists started Vandemataram movement
against the partition of Bengal.

3.7.2 Ideals and objectives of the extremists

Lal, Bal, Pal the trio of the extremists’ declared the ideals
and objectives of the group.Swaraj,Swadesi,National
education, boycott of videsi were the four important ideals
promulgated by them. Tilak gave the slogan ‘Swaraj is my birth
right and I shall have it’. Their demand for Swaraj was a
demand for complete freedom from foreign control. They
advocated boycott of foreign goods, use of Swadesi goods,
will to suffer or make self sacrifices. They created among the
people passionate love for liberty and a readiness to sacrifice
for the sake of motherland. By implementing the boycott of
the foreign goods, they want to incur heavy loos on the British
manufacture and the government. According to them National
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Education instead of Government education was useful to cater
the needs of the country. They spread their ideas in the
newspapers edited by them in vernacular languages.

3.7.3 Important extremist leaders:
Lala Lajpat Rai

¢ Borninundivided Punjab on 28 January 1865, Lala Lajpat
Rai grew up in a family that allowed the freedom of faith.

=+ Evenbefore he focused his efforts towards a self-sufficient
India, Rai believed in the principle.

s In 1895, he started the Punjab National Bank—the first
Indian bank to begin solely with Indian capital and that
continues to function till date.

¢+ Rai had travelled to America in 1907 and immediately
caught up similarities between the ‘colour-caste’ practised
there and the caste system prevalent in India.

s+ In 1917, he even founded the Indian Home Rule League
of America there.

= His proactive, brave participation in the protest earned
him the title of the Lion of Punjab or Punjab Kesari.

Bal Gangadhar Tilak

%+ Bal Gangadhar Tilak (23 July 1856 — 1 August 1920)
was an Indian nationalist, teacher, and an independence
activist
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s In 1884, he founded the Deccan Education Society in
Pune, and under the banner, opened the New English
School for primary studies and Fergusson College for
higher education.

=+ His involvement in the educational institutions was to
emphasise on the cultural revival of young Indian minds.

% Forthe British, Tilak was the “Father of the Indian Unrest.”

= When the Indian National Congress was divided among
moderates and extremes—the stand that each member
took against the British government—there was no doubt
which side Tilak supported.

s Literary works: Kesari and Maratha newspapers
Bipan Chandra Pal

= The father of revolutionary thoughts, Bipin Chandra Pal,
was born to a wealthy family in Sylhet, Bengal Presidency
(now in Bangladesh).

- Pal was a journalist by profession and often contributed
to several newspapers.

- Heused his literary expertise to write against the use of
British goods, advocating Indians to start using Swadeshi
goods instead.

%+ He was of a strong opinion that a mass reliance on
Swadeshi goods would help people get rid of their poverty.
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3.8 Vandemataran Movement:

The vandemataram Movement, also known as Swadesi
movement was started against the partition of Bengal by Lord
Curzon. It spread to other parts of India. The extremists
advocated boycott of foreign goods, use of Swadesi goods,
National Education and propagated ‘swaraj in contrast to the
methods of moderates.

Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipinchandrapal, Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Aurobindo Ghosh were important extremist leaders. The
government’s declaration of partition of Bengal came into
force on 16" October, 1905. The day was declared as national
mourning and fasting throughout Bengal. There was a hartal in
Calcutta and people went to the river Ganga and took their
bath. The cries of Vandemataram echoed the streets of
Calcutta. Hindus and Muslims observed the ceremony of
Rakshabandhan on that day to show their solidarity. Swadesi
and boycott of the foreign goods were organized by Bengali
youth and women. Mass meetings were held all over Bengal
and many people took the oath of Swadesi. National
educational institutions were opened everywhere.

3.8.1 Repressive Measures of the Government:

The government tried to suppress the agitation y obstructing
the meetings and imprisoning the leaders. In 1908 Tilak was
sentenced to six years transportation for his comments against
government in his magazine Kesari. The prevention of Seditious
meetings Act 1907,the Explosive substances Act 1908, the
News Papers Act, the Criminal law Amendment Act and the
Press Act 1910 armed the authorities to suppress the
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movement. However, these repressive measures failed to
check the movement. Lajpat Rai commented that “a nation
once awakened rightly can never be put down”.

3.8.2Surat Split-Reforms of the Government:

The government followed divide and rule policy against
the agitators. In the beginning the moderates participated the
anti-partition movement. In 1905 Banaras Congress under
the presidency of Gopalkrishna Gokhale refused to accept
extremist ideology. But in 1907 in the Surat session of the
congress, Extremists came out of the session and declared
themselves as Nationalists. The division was prevented in
Calcutta Congress session in 1906 by the good work of
Dadabhai Nauroji, the grand old man of India. The differences
between the extremists and moderates became more severe
and the split occurred in the Surat session. The British took
advantage of the division and passed Indian Council’s Act,
1909 to win the support of Moderates. Again, separate
electorates were granted to Muslims in this act to please them
which drove a wedge between the Hindus and Muslims.

However, the vandemataram Movement obtained grand
success. Lord Hardinge who succeeded Lord Minto as
Viceroy announced the cancellation of the partition of Bengal
in 1911 in the Delhi Durbar’.

Results:

The Vandemataram Movement was the first successful
attempt of the Indians against the British. The extremists taught
people self confidence and self reliance.
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New methods of political organization and new methods
of waging political struggles were introduced.

3.8.4- -Minto- Morley reforms-1909

= The legislative councils at the Centre and the provinces
increased in size.

= Central Legislative Council — from 16 to 60 members

% Legislative Councils of Bengal, Madras, Bombay and
United Provinces — 50 members each

¢ Legislative Councils of Punjab, Burma and Assam — 30
members each

s The legislative councils at the Centre and the provinces
were to have four categories of members as follows:

== Ex officio members: Governor-General and members of
the executive council.

== Nominated official members: Government officials who
were nominated by the Governor-General.

¢ Nominated non-official members: nominated by the
Governor-General but were not government officials.

s+ Elected members: elected by different categories of
Indians.

s The elected members were elected indirectly. The local
bodies elected an electoral college that would elect
members of the provincial legislative councils. These
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members would, in turn, elect the members of the Central
legislative council.

s+ The elected members were from the local bodies, the
chambers of commerce, landlords, universities, traders’
communities and Muslims.

= Inthe provincial councils, non-official members were in
the majority. However, since some of the non-official
members were nominated, in total, a non-elected majority
was there.

s¢ Indians were given membership to the Imperial Legislative
Council for the first time.

= Itintroduced separate electorates for the Muslims. Some
constituencies were earmarked for Muslims and only
Muslims could vote their representatives.

s The members could discuss the budget and move
resolutions. They could also discuss matters of public
interest.

s They could also ask supplementary questions.

= Nodiscussions on foreign policy or on relations with the
princely states were permitted.

¢ Lord Minto appointed (on much persuasion by Morley)
Satyendra P Sinha as the first Indian member of the
Viceroy’s Executive Council.
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s+ Two Indians were nominated to the Council of the
Secretary of State for Indian affairs.

s Assessment of the Minto- Morley reforms

¢ The Actintroduced communal representation in Indian
politics. This was intended to stem the growing tide of
nationalism in the country by dividing the people into
communal lines. The culmination of this step was seen in
the partition of the country along religious lines. The effects
of differential treatment of different religious groups can
be seen to this day.

¢ The Act did nothing to grant colonial self-government,
which was Congress’s demand.

¢ The Actdid increase Indian participation in the legislative
councils, especially at the provincial levels.

3.9 Home rule Movement:

The First World War broke out in 1914 between the
Allies-Great Britain, France, Italy, Russia and the Central
Powers-Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey. It influenced
the Indian national movement.IN the beginning leaders like
Tilak supported Britain in the war. But later they suspected
the Government attitude and decided to start a new movement
in the country. Tilak decided to use the term Home Rule league
was founded by Mrs. Annie Beasent in 1916 at Adyar near
Madras. Both the leagues worked in unison and aimed at the
achievement of self government for India. Tilak propagated
Home Rule in Bombay presidency and central provinces. Mrs.
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Annie Beasent preached Home Rule in other parts of India.
They established branches for Home Rule league in the country
and there was a popular demand for Home Rule.

Both the leaders toured the country and appealed to the
people the importance of Home Rule. Tilak declared that
“Home Rule was the only cure for India’s political ills and
grievences, that liberty was the birth right of every man and
that the aspiration to get one’s liberty was the essence of
human nature”. Annie Besant wrote articles about Home Rue
in her magazines the Common Weal and New India. She
created lot of enthusiasm among the public and especially
among the youth who boycotted classes and joined the
movement.

The British Government implemented strictly the earlier
laws like the the Press Act to curb the Home Rule Movement.
They issued circulars which forbade the students of schools
and colleges to participate in the movement. Tilak was
prosecuted for delivering lectures against the government and
was ordered to furnish a personal bond of Rs20000.He was
also ordered not to enter Punjab and Delhi. Annie Beasent
was ordered to deposit Rs20000 as security for her press
and the amount was taken over by the government. The
Government took action against Annie Beasent and her
associates B.P.Wadia and G.S.Arundale.

3.9.1Lucknow Session 1916:

In the Lucknow session of the Congress in 1916
Moderates and Extremists were reunited. The session was
also considered as important because of the congress-League
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pact. According to the Pact the Congress accepted separate
electorates for Muslims. Both the organizations, Congress
and League accepted a united scheme of constitutional reforms.
The Home Rule League carried on an intensive propaganda
in favour of congress league scheme.

3.9.2August Declaration (20 August 1917):

The secretary of State for India, Lord Montague in the
British Parliament announced that “the policy of his Majesty’s
Government, with which the Government of India are in
complete accord, is the increasing association of Indians in
every branch of the administration and the gradual
development of self government institutions with a view to
the progressive realization of responsible Government in India
as an integral part of the British empire”. The declaration
mentioned that gradual establishment of self -governing
institutions was the goal of the British government in India.
Mr. Montague came to India and toured the country to gather
public opinion. In 1918 Montague Chelmsford reforms were
announced, which granted Dyarchy in the provinces. The
provincial mattes divided into reserved and transferred. The
transferred subjects were given to Indian representatives.
Hence the Home Rule Movement was a success.

Results:

The Home Rule movement created a generation of strong
nationalists who became the backbone of the national
movement. The Home Rule League organised link between
town and country. Besides the Home Rule movement
propagated the idea of self rule and changed the atmosphere
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in the country. It awakened many to participate in the politics.
Finally, it set up the stage for the entry of Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi.

3.9.3Montague-Chelmsford Reforms or the Government of
India act, 1919

In line with the government policy contained in
Montagu’s statement (August 1917), the Government
announced further constitutional reforms in July 1918,
known as Montagu- Chelmsford or Montford Reforms.

s The Montagu—Chelmsford Reforms were reforms
introduced by the British Government in India to introduce
self-governing institutions gradually to India. The reforms
take their name from Edwin Samuel Montagu, the
Secretary of State for India during the latter parts of World
War I and Lord Chelmsford, Viceroy of India between
1916 and 1921.

st The reforms were outlined in the Montagu-Chelmsford
Report prepared in 1918 and formed the basis of the
Government of India Act 1919.

The main features of the Reforms
(1) Provincial Government—Introduction of Dyarchy:
(a) Executive:

1. Dyarchy, i.e., rule of two—executive councillors and
popular ministers—was introduced. The governor was
to be the executive head in the province.
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Subjects were divided into two lists: “’reserved” which
included subjects such as law and order, finance, land
revenue, irrigation, etc., and “transferred” subjects such
as education, health, local government, industry,

agriculture, excise, etc.

The “reserved” subjects were to be administered by
the governor through his executive council of
bureaucrats, and the “transferred” subjects were to be
administered by ministers nominated from among the
elected members of the legislative council.

The ministers were to be responsible to the legislature
and had to resign if a no-confidence motion was passed
against them by the legislature, while the executive
councilors were not to be responsible to the legislature.

In case of failure of constitutional machinery in the
province the governor could take over the
administration of “transferred” subjects also.

The secretary of state and the governor-general could
interfere in respect of “reserved” subjects while in
respect of the “transferred” subjects; the scope for their
interference was restricted

(b) Legislature:

1.

Provincial Legislative Councils were further
expanded—70% of the members were to be elected.

The system of communal and class electorates was
further consolidated.
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6.

Women were also given the right to vote.

The Legislative Councils could initiate legislation but
the governor’s assent was required. The governor could
veto bills and issue ordinances.

The Legislative Councils could reject the budget but
the governor could restore it, if necessary.

The legislators enjoyed freedom of speech

(2) Central Government—Still Without Responsible

Government:

(a) Executive:

1.

The governor-general was to be the chief executive
authority.

There were to be two lists for administration—
central and provincial.

In the viceroy’s executive council of 8, three were to
be Indians.

The governor-general retained full control over the
“reserved” subjects in the provinces.

The governor-general could restore cuts in grants,
certify bills rejected by the Central Legislature,summon,
prorogue, dissolve the Chambers, and issue

ordinances.
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(b) Legislature:

1.

A bicameral arrangement was introduced. The lower
house or Central Legislative Assembly would consist
of 144 members (41 nominated and 103 elected—52
General, 30 Muslims, 2 Sikhs, 20 Special) and the
upper house or Council of State would have 60
members (26 nominated and 34 elected—20 General,
10 Muslims, 3 Europeans and 1 Sikh).

The Council of State had tenure of 5 years and had
only male members, while the Central Legislative
Assembly had tenure of 3 years.

The legislators could ask questions and supplementaries
pass adjournment motions and vote a part of the budget,
but 75% of the budget was still not votable.

Some Indians found their way into important committees

including finance.

(3) Review:

The Montagu-Chelmsford report stated that there
should e a review after 10 years.

Sir John Simon headed the committee (Simon
Commission) responsible for the review which
recommended further constitutional change.

Three round table conferences were held in London in
1930, 1931 and 1932 with representation of the major
interests. Gandhi attended the 1931 round table after
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negotiations with the British Government. The major
disagreement between Congress and the British was
separate electorates for each community which
Congress opposed but which were retained in Ramsay
MacDonald’s Communal Award.

s A new Government of India Act 1935 was passed
continuing the move towards self-government first made
in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report.

Drawbacks

1. Franchise was very limited. At the centre, the legislature
had no control over the governor-general and his
executive council.

2. Division of subjects was not satisfactory at the centre.

3. Allocation of seats for Central Legislature to provinces
was based on ‘importance’ of provinces for instance,
Punjab’s military importance and Bombay’s commercial
importance.

4. At the level of provinces, division of subjects and
parallel administration of two parts i.e. Dyarchy was
irrational and hence unworkable.

5. The provincial ministers had no control over finances
and over the bureaucrats, leading to constant friction
between the two. Ministers were often not consulted
on important matters too; in fact, they could be
overruled by the governor on any matter that the latter
considered special.
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6. On the home government (in Britain) front, the

3.10

Government of India Act, 1919 made an important
change the secretary of state was henceforth to be paid
out of the British exchequer.

While, on the one hand, the Government dangled the
carrot of constitutional reforms, on the other hand, it
decided to arm itself with extraordinary powers to
suppress any discordant voices against the reforms. In
March 1919, it passed the Rowlatt Act even though
every single Indian member of the Central Legislative
Council opposed it. This Act authorised the Government
to imprison any person without trial and convictionin a
court of law, thus enabling the Government to suspend
the right of habeas corpus which had been the
foundation of civil liberties in Britain.

Rise of militant Nationalism-Causes:

The militant nationalism or Revolutionary terrorist

movement was the outcome of many causes. It was part of

national movement. It influenced the younger generation in

India. The 1857 sepoy revolt, failure of the moderates, role

of leaders, press, literature and international events were some

important causes for this movement. The movement was

divided into two periods i.e. revolutionary activities between
1905-1919 and 1920-1947.We will discuss the first period
in this unit.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

1857 Sepoy Revolt:

The Sepoy Revolt of 1857 inspired the future
generations very much. The young Indians heard the
sacrifices made by the people in the revolt and cruelty of
the British in crushing the rebels. Hence they were inflamed
with a spirit of revenge against the British.

Failure of the moderates:

The moderate leaders with their policies of prayer,
petition achieved nothing except to spread nationalism
and patriotism in the country. The extremist leaders
advocated Swaraj, Swaraj, national education and
boycott of Videsi and employed economic pressure on
the government to obtain demands. The revolutionary
wanted quick results and believed in using violence to
turn out the foreigners from the country.

Role of Leaders:

Leaders like Tilak,Syamji Krishna Varma, V.D.
Savarkar, lalaHardayal, BhagatSingh, Sukhdev, Chandra
Sekhar Azad influenced the youngsters and propagated
revolutionary feelins. The young people considered British
rule as a curse and believed that it was their duty to end
it.

Press Literature and Secret Societies:

Indian press and literature motivated the people
to take action against the British tyranny. Journals like
Kesari, marata, sandhya Yunganter, Vandemataram
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preached anti-British ideas. Books like Bhavani Mandir
and VartamanRananithi by Barindra kumar, the Indian
war of Independence by V.D.Savarkar roused the feelings
of patriotism among the people. Secret societies like
Anushilan Samithi, Abhinav Bharat Samaj provoked the
people against the oppressive policies of the British.

5. International events:

Contemporary international events affected the
minds of the youth. The Unification movements in
Germany, Italy, the Nihilist movement in Russia, The Young
Turk movement influenced the revolutionaries.Hence the
revolutionaries aimed at liberating the Motherland from
the British rule by using violent methods. By assassinating
the European officials, they demoralized the government
officials and paralysed the administration.

Important Incidents:

The revolutionary activities spread to various parts
of the country and also to foreign lands. For our
convenience we will divide them into two sections and
observe the spread of the movement in India and in foreign
countries.

The Rand Murder Case:

This was the first political murder of Europeans. The
Chapekar brothers, Damoder, Balakrishna and Vasudev
targeted Mr Rand, president of the Plague committee at Poona
because of his tyranny on sending soldiers to inspect the houses
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of civilians for plague afflicted persons. They killed Mr. Rand
and his associate Lyrist. The Chapekar brothers were caught
and convicted and hanged. Tilak was also prosecuted and
awarded 18 months rigorous imprisonment for his writings
against the British government. The partition of Bengal stirred
revolutionary terrorism in that area. Violent activities began in
1906.In 1907 unsuccessful attempts were made to kill Lt
Governors of Eastern Bengal and Bengal.

Muzaffarpur murder case:

The judge of Muzaffarpur Mr Kings ford awarded severe
punishments to young men for trivial offenses Prafulla Chauki
and Khudiram Bose threw a bomb at the magistrate but it
was missed and killed two ladies. They were arrested. Prafulla
chauki shot him dead. Khudiram Bose was tied and hanged.

Allipore Conspiracy case:

The two brothers Aurobind Ghosh and Barindra Kumar
Ghosh were tied in Allipore conspiracy case. The government
searched for illicit arms at Maniktala Gardens and in other
places in Calcutta. They arrested 34 persons including the
Ghosh brothers.

Shyamji Krishna Varma: Vinayak Damodar Savarkar:

Shyamkji Krishna Varma,popularly known as S.K. Varma
was anative of Kathiawar. He studied at Cambridge University
and returned to India. He served in several Indian states and
observed the oppressive policies of the British officials. He
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decided to liberate Indians from the British oppression and
selected London as the centre of his activities. He established
Indian Home Rule Society, popularly known as India House
in 1905.He published “The Indian sociologist “a monthly
journal to reveal the Indian problems. He instituted six
fellowships of rs.1000 each for qualified Indian students visiting
foreign countries India House became the centre of Indian
revolutionary activists in London. Vinayakdamodar Savarkar,
from Poona availed Krishna varma’s scholarships in 1906
joined the young people at India house. He was the organiser
of Mitramela at Nasik in 1904, which was merged with
Abhinava Bharat a secret society. In 1908 the India house
celebrated the golden jubilee of the Indian revolt. V.D.
Savarkar described it as first war of Indian Independence.
His views were published in the book the “Indian war of
independence 1857

In 1909 madam Lal Dhingra shot dead Curzon willie. The
British authorities took stringent action to curb the activities of
the revolutionaries Madanlal was hanged. Savarkar was
arrested and deported to India. he was sentenced to
transportation for life S.K. Verma left London and settled in
Paris. As a result, the activities of the India House were
stopped.

Komagata Maru Incident & Ghadar Party

With the Komagata Maru incident, the situation in Punjab
worsened. The reasons being:

1. The ship was carrying the majority of Sikh and Punjabi
Muslims passengers.
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2. The ship was returned only after two months of privation
and uncertainty which later took the form of an embroiled
controversy.

3. The belief of Canadian authorities being influenced by
British hurt Indians

4. While the ship returned to Calcutta in September 1914,
the passengers were asked to take Punjab-bound train,
which they refused and in conflict 22 people died

Ghadar Party Response:

The ‘Komagata Maru’ incident was quoted largely at that
time by various Indian groups to underscore inconsistencies
in Canadian immigration laws.The emotions ignited after this
incident was taken advantage of by the Indian
revolutionaries, particularly, the Ghadar Party members to
gather support from the people for their cause.Many meetings
were held in California in 1914 by Ghadarites to the Indian
community there where the Ghadar leaders used this incident
to appeal to the community for their engagement with their
cause. People were also recruited to the movement in the
wake of this unfortunate incident. Prominent Ghadar leaders
included Tarak Nath Das, Barkatullah and Sohan Singh.

People Associated with the Ghadr Party Response:

1. Kartar Singh Saraba and Raghubar Dayal Gupta left for
India.

2. Rashbehari Bose and Sachin Sanyal were asked to lead
the movement.
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Significance of Komagata Maru Incident

Violation of human rights like arbitrary detention helped
Indian independence fighters to expose the true face of
British administration

Journey of Komagata maru touched various ports during
the course where the delivery of political lecture helped
rally the support of other countries

Exposition of Asian Exclusion Act-the discriminatory
immigration laws for Asians only allowed the leaders to
raise question on Whiteman’s burden theory as they denied
in acceptance of that “burden”

Ghadar Party used the incident to rally support with the
intention to organize a massive uprising against the British
Empire

Thus, it can be said that Komatagata maru incident
was an important landmark event in the political history of
India. It ignited the masses and provided them a plank to
carry out attacks against Britishers.

LET US SUM UP:

India’s struggle for freedom was an interesting story in the
history of the world. There are many special characteristics
of India’s freedom struggle.

It was a mass moment led by one single association THE
INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS and one single man
Mohandas Karam Chand Gandhi.
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¢ The freedom struggle was divided into three phases the
Moderate period 1885-1905, the extremist period 1905-
1920, Gandhian era 1920-1947.

s The moderate leaders believed in the British government’s
rule of law and mentioned that the rule was providential.

s They followed constitutional methods, comprising prayer,
petition and protest.

s Their demands include the appointment of Royal
commission, abolition of Indian council enlargement of
legislative councils, admission of Indians in the legislative
councils, reduction of military expenditure, holding of
simultaneous civil service examination in England and India,
etc.

¢ Inthe beginning the Government’s attitude towards the
congress was friendly, gradually there was a change and
they began to criticize tocongress.

s The Indian councils Act of 1892 was an important
achievement of the Moderate leaders besides the
appointment of Welby commission on Indian Expenditure.

= The councils Act enlarged the legislatures, increases the
number of non-official members and their powers. It
introduced for the first time the principle of election in
India. However, the Act failed to satisfy the aspiration of
Indians. But it paved the way for responsible government
in the future.
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The moderate period was a seed time of Indian nationalism
and they sowed the seeds well and deep in the respect
they deserve a high place in the history of Modern India.

DadabhaiNauroji, SurendranathBenerjee and Gopala
Krishna Gokhale were the three eminent moderate leaders
who contributed a lot to the freedom moment.

The period from 1905-1920 was known as extremist
period in the history of Indian’s freedom struggle.

There were many causes for the rise of extremism such as
failure of moderates, the recognition of India’s past glories
economic deterioration, influence of contemporary
international events Curzon’s reactionary measures and
the partition of Bengal.

The extremist under Lal, Bal, Pal started
Vandematarammovement against the British. It spread to
other parts of the country and the British Government
cancelled the partition of Bengal in 1911.

The Vandemataram Movement was a grand success. Tilak
and Annie Besant started Home Rule Movement.

The government-imposed restrictions on the movement
of both the leaders.

In 1917 the secretary of state for India. Mr. Montague
declared the final goal of the British government was the
sanction of responsible government in India.
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Revolutionary terrorism also developed during the period
because of many factors such as the 1857 sepoy revolt,
failure of the moderates, role of leaders, press and literature

and international events.

The revolutionaries aimed at the liberating the motherland
from the British rule by using violent methods such as
assassinating the officials and throwing bombs.

Revolutionaries were given severe punishments and the
government implemented repressive acts to suppress them.

Any how the first phase of revolutionary activities came
to an end with the close of the first world war.

Lal, Bal, Pal were important leaders of extremist period.
Their contribution to India’s freedom struggle was very
great. They played an important role in transforming the
struggle into a popular struggle.

3.11.2Model Questions:

Essay questions:

1.

Describe the objectives and achievements of the
moderates.

Analyse the services of Gopala Krishna Gokhale in India’s
freedom struggle.

Estimate the greatness of Dadabhai Nouroji.

Examine the rise of extremists in India’s freedom struggle.
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5. Explain the Significance of Vandemataram Movement.

6. Describe the role of revolutionary terrorists in India’s
freedom struggle from 1885-1905.

Short Questions:

1. Mention the causes for the growth of nationalism in India.

2. Write the attitude of the Government towards the
Congress.

3. Write the provisions of the Act of 1892

4. Write the ideals of the extremists

5. What do you understand by Home Rule.

6. Describe the role of Annie Besant in the freedom struggle.

7. Write a short note on constitutional reforms in 1909.

Multiple choice questions:

1.

The first session Indian National congress heldat ( ¢ )
a.Pune b. Delhi c. Bombay d. Calcutta
The Indian National congress was establishedby (D )

a. Mahatma Gandhi b. Subhash Chandra
Bose

¢. Womesh Chandra Benerjee d. A.O.Hume.
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3. The swadeshi movement was started in the year ( C )

a. 1902 b.1907 c.1905 d. 1909
4. Servants of Indian society was founder by (A)

a. GK.Gokhale b. M.GRanade

c.B.GTilak d.V.D.Savarkar

5. Inwhich year the Radicals and Moderates were divided

(B)
a. 1905 b.1907 c.1912 d.1908
3.11.3 Suggested reading Books:

- Bipan Chandra Amalestripathi, Barun de —freedom
struggle

¢ BipanChandra, Mridulamukherjee, k.n. panikkar, Aditya
mukerjee, suchetamohahan —India’s struggle for
Independence.

<= QGrover B.L. Grover. S A New look at modern Indian
history.

¢ Bipan Chandra - India’s struggle for Independence.

- Bharatiya vidya bhavan volume, -12-struggle for freedom
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Unit-1V

Freedom Struggle from 1920 to 1947: Gandhiji’s Role in
the National Movement — Revolutionary Movement —

Subhas Chandra Bose.
CONTENT:
4.1. Objectives
4.2. Circumstances leading to emergence of Gandhi as

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

4.6.

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

4.10.

4.11.

this the national leader is achievements in the South
Africa Champaran Ahmedabad and Kheda

Rowlatt Satyagraha (Agitation),
Jallianwallabaghmassacre, Khilafat movement

The non-cooperation movement
The Swaraj Party, Simon Commission, Nehru report

Lahore Congress Poorna Swaraj,Civil disobedience
movement (Salt Satyagraha)

Round table conferences, Communal Award,
Government of India Act, 1935

Resignation of Congress Ministers, Cripps Mission
The Quit India Movement

Mountbatten Scheme — partition of India, Indian
Independence act 1947

Revolutionary Movements in India
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4.12.

4.13.

4.14.

4.15.

4.16.

4.17.

4.18.

4.19.

4.1.

The Hindustan Socialist Republican Association -
The Lahore Conspiracy Case

Indian Revolutionary Movements in Abroad
Political Life of Chandra Bose

The Indian National Army

Examination Model Questions

Objective type Questions

Additional Information

Books for Further Reading

OBJECTIVES

Study of this unit should enable student’s toknow on the following.

1. Circumstances leading to emergence of Gandhi as this the

national leader is achievements in the South Africa Champaran
Ahmedabad and Kheda

2. Rowlatt Satyagraha (Agitation), Jallianwallabaghmassacre,

Khilafat movement

3. The non-cooperation movement

4. The Swaraj Party, Simon Commission, Nehru report

5. Lahore Congress Poorna Swaraj, Civil disobedience

movement (Salt Satyagraha)
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10.

11.

12.

4.2

Round table conferences, Communal Award, Government
of India Act, 1935

Resignation of Congress Ministers, Cripps Mission
The Quit India Movement

Mountbatten Scheme — partition of India, Indian
Independence act 1947

Revolutionary Movements in India and the Indian
Revolutionary Movements in Abroad.

The Hindustan Socialist Republican Association - The Lahore
Conspiracy Case

Political Life of Chandra Bose, the Indian National Army

.Circumstances leading to emergence of Gandhi as this

the national leader is achievements in the South Africa
Champaran Ahmedabad and Kheda:

The year 1919 holds the most important significance in
the history of modern India. Mahatma Gandhi had emerged
as a political leader where he played a dominant role in Indian
Independence movement. He became a national leader by
following his novel policies where he significantly influenced
the political agenda and shaped the Indian freedom struggle.
He transformed the face of this movement into nation-wide
struggle under his leadership. Gandhi’s name was almost
synonyms with Indian Independence movement and the all
India National Congress Party.
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Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was born on 2" October,
1869 in Porbandar in the state of
Gujarat. He went to Britain after
his formal education in India, and
obtained their barrister at law
degree. Many philosophical trends
had influenced Gandhi’s life like
Bhagavad Gita and Bible. Apart
from them, his contemporary

works of intellectuals like John Ruskin, Leo Tolstoy, Henry
David Thoreau and others had also influenced to build Gandhi’s
views and ideas. In spite of this we can also observe his views
favour towards Gram swaraj and in opposition to towards
industrialisation.

He moved to Natal region of South Africa to pursue his
legal career as a lawyer. He was shocked and fought against
socially discriminating and racial arrogant whites towards
Indians in that area. The Indians who came to South Africa in
search for their livelihood as labourers and traders were denied
from their civil rights. They were even imposed with many
restrictions on their movement and residence. The whole Indian
community was united as one man against the tyranny of whites.
Gandhi was invited for negotiations, and it was fruitful. Gandhi
by then was acknowledged as leader for the Indians in South
Africa. Through struggling against these adverse conditions,
Gandhi had become a leader for this struggle. His name and
fame had travelled to India.
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Principles of Satyagraha

The term Satyagraha was coined by Mahatma Gandhi.
From 1893- 1914, Gandhi had waged a heroic war against
the racially arrogant rule in South Africa. During this long
struggle which continued for two decades he formulated a
new political weapon known as Satyagraha based on the truth
non violence and love. He made some changes to Satvik
resistance and changed it to sadagraha then named it as
Satyagraha i.e., to have the persistence in truth. Gandhi
continuously refined Satyagraha, rigorously putting it to tests
in laboratory of real life.

The one who practice a Satyagraha is known as
satyagrahi. A true Satyagrahi refuses to do what he thinks is
wrong. He should gladly endure hardship in order to continue
his struggle against the wrong doers. His struggle should be a
part of loving the truth. A true satyagrahi nature must be seeker
of truth, there should be no room for hatred, in who is persistent
in pursuit of truth and must be fearless. He should not bow
down to evil no matter what the results are. In Gandhi’s view
the non violence is not the weapon of week but it is the weapon
of strong and brave who can practice the non violence. Gandhi
believed that non violence is superior to violence; forgiveness
is manlier than punishment. He should have control on his
desires and should not steal.

Satyagraha involves creating self mastery and strength of
will which will be moral but not a physical weapon. The aim
of Satyagraha is making the opponent self suffer which means
suffering by conscious. It should have infinite trust in human
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nature and its inherent goodness. It is the victory of soul force
over the brutal force.In 1920, Gandhi wrote an article in
magazine of ‘ Young India’ and said violence is the virtue of
animals but non violence is the virtue of humanity. Another
important future of Gandhi’s outlook is the inseparable theory
from practice, belief from activity. Satyam, ahimsa is made
for daily life or not for writings of solemn discourses.

The goals which are high are not only enough but the ways
to reach those goals should also be high. He had not only
created a new political weapon called Satyagraha but also,
he successfully used it in South Africa and got good results.
The racially arrogant government of South Africa eventually
introduced ‘Relief laws’ to the effect of Gandhi’s struggle.
This largely solved the problems of Indian migrant workers in
South Africa. Under his leadership the practice of Satyagraha
become the main political weapon.

Political life of Gandhi in India

Gandhi had arrived to India on his 46th year from South
Africa. Then, the World War 1 was in full swing and Germany
was gaining the war. Gandhi felt that he was a misfit in Indian
politics and kept himself distanced from it, for some time.
Gandhi had admired Gopalakrishna Gokhale, who was a
moderate leader. Gokhale had become mentor of Gandhi by
advising him to travel throughout the country for a year and
understood the real situation of India. Gokhale had also
advised, him to set up satyagraha ashram in a small village
called Sabarmati in Ahmedabad of Gujarat state. This ashram
was established to give training for the followers of satyagraha.
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Champaran, Ahmedabad, Kheda

Gandhi has started his first Satyagraha struggle in India in
1917 in Champaran district of Bihar State. In this region

Tinkathia was followed where peasants were excessively
oppressed and compelled to grow Indigo on at least three out
of 20th of their land and sell it at fixed prices by European
planters. The peasants of Champaran had heard about
Gandhi’s campaigns in South Africa and invited him to help
their problem. Gandhiji had glimpsed the actual situation along
with leaders like J. B. Kripalani, Mahadev Desai, Narhari
Parekh, Babu Rajendra Prasad and Mazhar-ul-Huq. The
government had obstructed Gandhi’s visit to Champaran at
every level to collect the factual details of farmers. When
Gandhi and his team reached Champaran, he was told to quit
the place immediately, but he refused the order. He was tried
in court and said that his refusal of the order was, “not for
want to respect for lawful authority but in obedience to
higher law of our being, the voice of conscience”. The
government had withdrawn the case against Gandhi and
appointed and enquiry committee for the grievances of
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cultivators. Gandhi was also a member in this enquiry
committee.

Gandhiji in Champaran (1917)

Based on the report, given by enquiry committee most of
the problems faced by farmers were solved. The British
government not only abolished the tinkathia policy but also
framed the ‘Bihar Agrarian bill’. Thus, Gandhi had achieved
his first victory in India using his new political weapon,
Satyagraha.

In 1917, Gandhi had fought for the problems faced by
the textile industry workers in Ahmedabad. During the outbreak
of plague in Ahmedabad textile industry workers went to their
villages fearing the spread of the disease. There was a situation
where the textile industry mills were closed due to lack of
workers; to cope with these situations mill owners had
increased wages to attract workers. As the plague subsided
the mill owners again reduced the wages to their previous
levels. In this connection, workers went in strike for their cut
of wages. Gandhi mediated with mill owners to solve the
problem but they did not hear his advice. Then Gandhi halted
Satyagraha to solve the textile workers problems and he went

fast unto death. With this mill owners came down and
compromised with the textile workers. Gandhi had taken this
second victory into his account by using Satyagraha.

In 1918, Kheda district of Gujarat, the crops were
damaged due to lack of rain. The government had refused to
reduce the tax instead, they insisted to pay full tax. Gandhi
had advised the farmers not to pay tax until the government
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had reduced tax. Eventually the government realised
seriousness of the problem and provided some relaxation in
the tax collection. This was the third victory in Gandhi’s account
in India. Thus, these three victories of Gandhi’s using
Satyagraha has triumphed him into a leader.

Gandhi had completely changed the nature of Indian
National Movement by giving it a new ideology with collective
Foundation. Gandhi had acquired the status of a sage by his
modest way of life and simple teaching. He started to observe
and understand directly the problems of our country. Gandhi
had succeeded in impressing the people by giving priority in
solving the problems of small farmers and workers. Gandhi
had great faith in common people awareness and also
preparedness in their sacrifices and capabilities.

4.3.Rowlatt Satyagraha (Agitation), Jallianwallabagh
massacre, Khilafat movement

After the end of World War I, the hardships like, rise of
prices for the essential commodities caused the unrest in public.
The government had passed Rowlatt act in March 1919 which
is arepressive act to control the growing opposition towards
the government. These Crimes Act of 1919, is known as the
Rowlatt Act, under this act people can be detained without
any trial for the crime for high treason. All sections of the
country protested against these barbaric laws, assuming these
laws would hamper their civil rights. This acts allowed certain
political cases to be tried without juries and detain suspects
without trial. This law was introduced during the First World
War which is a military law used for war purposes, framed by
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the committee headed by Sir Sidney Rowlatt, which can
empower the government with extraordinary powers. Gandhi
gave a call for Satyagraha against this barbaric act.

In February 1919, the government had implemented two
bills in the central legislation in spite of ignoring the opposition
by all sections in country towards them. These were also
known as Black bills. Gandhi warned the government that he
would start Satyagraha if these bills were passed. Despite the
unanimous opposition of all Indian members in the union
legislature one of the bills was passed and become law on
21st March 1919. Gandhi started in nationwide agitation on
6th April 1919. A complete hartal was held in the country that
day. The country responded to Gandhi’s call and performed
mass fasting and prayers. The people of the whole country
expressed their protest against the foreign government. For
the first time women, rural people started taking interest in the
country politics.

The Jallianwallabagh massacre/ Tragedy

Jallianwala Bagh ‘memorial
at Golden Temple complex in
Amritsar, Punjab.

The Rowlatt act led to a
chain of events which initially
started as non- violent but turned
into violent path due to

oppression in local areas. In that

e ]
)
e ————————

time some of the prominent

|

leaders were arrested by the T —
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government. In which Jallianwallabagh tragedy was one of
the most important events that stated the nation and lead into
the non cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi.

Agitation which was expected to be on 30", March was
postponed to 6™ of April but it was not communicated to
local leaders. They started the agitation on 30", March itself,
which then changed into a violent path. Government had
arrested Gandhi and also local leaders as precautionary
measures. In this process people went as procession to the
deputy commissioner of Amritsar Punjab demanding the
release of leaders. Two persons were killed in firings on this
procession; five English men were killed in the retaliatory
attacks. To handle this, on 12 April, 1919 General Reginald
Edward Harry Dyer, came to the city with military force and
the administration was handed over to him.

He issued a proclamation banning gatherings of all kinds.
This announcement did not get much publicity among the
public. The Punjabi people celebrate 13" of April every year
as Baisakhi Day, i.e., their new year. Too many people
gathered in the Jallianwala bagh garden protesting against
police brutality, which was enclosed by the walls and had
only one exit. The General R. E. Harry Dyer entered the meeting
area with hundred Indian and fifty British soldiers an issuing
fire warning. The he started open fire while a local leader Dr.
Hamsraj was addressing the assembly and the firing continues
till 1650 rounds of ammunition were exhausted. More than
400 people were massacred in this shooting. The Indian press
confirmed the death toll as high as 1000.
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Information about the tragedies in Punjab slowly reached
different parts of the country despite strict restrictions on the
press. Responding to this incidence the Indian National
Congress demanded high level enquiry. In protest against this
incident, Ravindranath Tagore renounced the knighthood
honour given him by British government. A member of
viceroy’s Executive Council Shankar Nair also had resigned
from the post. Recognising the seriousness of this situation,
Government had formed a Committee headed by Hunter,
known as Hunter Committee. The Congress party has also
appointed its own enquiry committee with Gandhi as its
member. In March 1920, Hunter committee submitted its
report and advised Michael O’ Dwyer, then the Lieutenant
Governor of Punjab to take compulsory retirement from the
post. The British press and citizens praised and honoured Dyer
for this brutal act. This news shocked Gandhi as well as people
of'the country. The brutality of the government caused loss of
faith in the British judicial and governance systems. Everyone
thought that refusal of their help was the only way out for
them. The Indian felt that cooperation with such a bad
government was considered as disservice to God and made
them believe that non cooperation was only option before
them.

The Khilafat movement

From 1914- 1918 World War 1 took place, in this war,
group of Germany Turkey and Austria was defeated by the
group of Britain, France and Russia. The entire Muslim
community of India was upset over the defeat of Turkey. Its
Sultan was also the Calipha or head of the Muslims all over
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the world. The Turkey has lost in the war but Indian Muslims
want to restore dignity and honour of Calipha. They organised
amovement known as Khilafat movement, which was led by
the Muhammad Ali, Shaukat Ali known as Ali Brothers,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and others.

Gandhi strongly protested against the British Government’s
violation of the promises made to the Indian Muslims in the
past about the future of Turkey. Gandhi wanted Hindus to
give full support to their Muslim brothers on the issue of
Khilafat. Gandhi saw this Khilafat movement as a matter of
unification between Hindu-Muslims and gave full support by
leading to the Khilafat movement. The All India Khilafat
Conference was held in November, 1919, with Gandhi was
the president of the meeting. Gandhi and other Indian national
leaders took stand against British government on this issue.
Gandhi advised them to follow non-violence and support non-
cooperation movement. The programme started with boycott
of legislative councils, government schools, colleges and foreign
goods with massive protests, strikes and acts of non —
cooperation movement spread across India. Hindus and
Muslims joined forces in the anti-British campaign, which was
initially peaceful.

In another development, Annie Besant had invited Gandhi
to become the President of the All India Home Rule League.
Gandhi had accepted this position as he thought it would be
useful for his mission. He changed the name of this organization
to “Swarajya Sabha”.
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4.4. The non-cooperation movement

A special session of the Congress was held at Calcutta in
September 1920, Lala Lajpat Rai acted as president with a
large number of representatives had attended this meeting from
different states. The distinguished congress members as
Chittaranjan Das, Bipin Chandra Pal, Motilal Nehru,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Madan mohan Malaviya were
against this non-cooperation movement. The resolutions of
Non-Cooperation Movement had introduced and got
approved by Gandhi, acknowledging all their doubts.

The non cooperation movement was started with the goals
to get solution to the problems of Khilafat, answers for the
tragedy of Punjab and to get India independence. The non
cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi had two aspects
one constructively as structural changes and two boycotting
as exclusion. The promotion of Swadeshi, especially the revival
ofhand spinning on to wear Khadi, removal of untouchability,
Hindu—Muslim unity, prohibition of alcoholic drinks,
establishment of nationalist educational institutions and
collection of Swaraj fund where the constructive aspect. The
boycott aspects as boycotting the public educational
institutions, relinquishing the representation in administrative
bodies, voluntarily giving up honorary titles given by the
government quitting up of jobs in government offices and
courts.

The general meeting of the All India National Congress
was held at Nagpur from 26" to 31 December 1920. The
meeting was attended by a large number of about 14,582
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members had attended this meeting. Vijaya Raghavachari from
Salem near Madras presided over the Congress meetings. In
this meeting, the Calcutta Resolutions were re-approved,
Chittaranjan Das, Lala Lajapati Roy and other opponents of
the Non-Cooperation Movement were also influenced by
Gandbhi for the Non-Cooperation Movement. As part of All
India Congress committee meeting, working committee
meeting was held at Vijayawada, Gandhi was in Vijayawada
on March 31 and April 1, 1921 these meetings. The working
committee had aimed to collect one crore rupees for the
Swaraj fund (Tilak fund), targeted to join one crore members
to the Congress party, and to make available of 20 lakh
spinning wheels. With these actions, the Congress party was
reorganized from the gram level into a strong system with active
workers and given a new look. Working committee consisting
of fifteen members had been formed to oversee the day-to-
day activities of the Congress party. Membership fee of
Congress party had been reduced to four annas. Regional
Congress Committees were formed on language basis and
brought closer to the people.

Subhash Chandra Bose, who was in the civil service, was
the chief among those who accepted Gandhi’s call and left
their government jobs. Eminent lawyers like Motilal Nehru,
Tanguturi Prakasam, Chittaranjan Das etc had boycotted court
practice. While large numbers of students boycotted
government educational institutions, on the other hand,
hundreds of national educational institutions were formed all
over the country.
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The use and production of khadi cloth usage was
increased greatly. Foreign garments were banished and burnt
in huge fires. The government took massive measures to
suppress the non-cooperation movement. Over 30,000
activists have been detained in jail under various cases. Another
effect of the Non-Cooperation Movement was that people
lost fear of the Jail and colonial government.

Gandhi achieved absolute dominance over the All India
National Congress Party. There were sporadic incidents of
violence during the non-cooperation movement. A Muslim
tribe, “Mapla’ living in the Kerala region, rebelled against the
British government. This rebellion turned into a Hindu-Muslim
religious conflict. In addition to this, the Prince of Wales, son
of Emperor George V, visited India from 17" of November.
On this occasion, the trip was boycotted by national leaders.

Although most of these protests were peaceful, but there
were incidents of violence in the city of Bombay almost 53
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people were killed. Even though Gandhi made great efforts in
Bombay city to stop this violence, not much result was seen.
Gandhi who felt that the people did not properly understand
the principles of Satyagraha He temporarily postponed the
civil disobedience movement was initiated at Bardoli. On
December 6, 1921, Indian national Congress meetings were
held in Ahmedabad, although Chittaranjan Das was elected
as the president of this meeting, Hakeem Ajmal Khan was the
president and conducted the meetings as he was in jail.

The Chauri Chaura Incident

On 5™ of February, 1922 a large procession of peasants
took place in the village of Chauri Chaura in the Gorakhpur
district of Uttar Pradesh. The outrageous and oppressive
actions were taken by the police; the protestors were enraged
and burnt the police station killing 22 policemen in retaliation.
There were also some incidents of violence at Bereli in Uttar
Pradesh. Deeply disturbed by this incident, Gandhi stopped
the non-cooperation movement as he realized that the
Satyagraha activists had not yet properly understood the
principles of Satyagraha and people were not ready for non-
violence struggle. Gandhi felt that any such violent movement
could be crushed by the government with brutal force. The
Congress working Committee which met at Bardoli and
cancelled all programs related to civil disobedience.

Gandhi’s sudden suspension of the Non-Cooperation
Movement was strongly opposed across the country which
caused severe pain to the patriots. Subhash Chandra Bose,
one of the influential youth leaders of that time, commented
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that it would be a disaster for the nation to stop the movement
at a time when public consciousness was at its peak. Another
prominent young leader, Jawaharlal Nehru, said that the whole
nation was punished for one isolated incidents of violence.
Gandhi was arrested by the British government on charges of
treason. After a historic trial, Gandhi was sentenced for six
years in prison.

4.5. The Swaraj Party, Simon Commission, Nehru report
The Swarajya Party

Many national leaders did not like Gandhi’s decision on
with drawl of the Non-Cooperation Movement after Chauri
Chaura Incident, which led to split in Indian National Congress.
In 1919 on the basis of the Montagu—Chelmsford Reforms
report, a section of the Congress party argued that the demand
for self-government should be popularized through the
legislatures by participating in the ongoing Legislative Council
elections, they were called the pro-changers. Similarly, another
section of the Congress party Opposed to contest for
legislatures, they were known as No Changers. At the end of
the discussions on this matter in the congress meetings held in
Gayain 1922, Chittaranjan Das officially announced the new
partyarrangements on January 1st, 1923. Swarajya Party was
formed with C.R. Das as the President and Motilal Nehru as
the Secretary.

The objectives of the Swarajya Party coincide with the
objectives of the Congress Party. But the leaders of this
Swarajya Party felt that it was necessary to enter the
legislatures to prevent the passage of anti-people and anti-
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nationalist laws by the legislatures. In February 1923, a
compromise was reached between these two sections of the
Congress party. In the general elections held in November
1923, the Swarajya Party won good victories in the Central
Provinces, Bengal and Assam. About 48 members of the
Swarajya Party were elected to the Central Legislative
Assembly.

There they formed the National-list Party with
independents under the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
They acted effectively in the legislatures and exposed the flaws
in the governance of the government. As a result of their
criticism, the government set up the Maddiman Committee to
re-examine the 1919 Act. Consequently, the leaders of
Swarajya Party in chronological order they Split and
weakened. The 1926 elections did not achieve good results.
Eventually, in 1930, the Swarajya Party ceased to exist and
leaders of the party rejoined their parent organization, the
Congress party.

The Hindu-Muslim unity formed during the Khilafat
movement did not last for long as religious clashes took place
in many parts of the country between them. Some of these
caused serious death toll. Many attempts to create an
atmosphere of harmony between these two communities have
failed. These communal conflicts gradually weakened the
freedom struggle.
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Demonstrations against the Simon Commission

The Muddiman Committee or the Reforms Enquiry
Committee (1924) was a committee lead by Sir Alexander
Muddiman, with nine members and was formed to enquire
the progress of montaguchelmsford reforms. It suggested
setting up a royal Commission to suggest constitutional
changes. On 8" of November 1927, British government
announced to establish Indian law commission which was set
up under the chairmanship of John Simon also known as Simon

Commission, 1927.

Public demonstrations with slogans “Simon Go back”.

The Indian Statutory Commission consisted of seven
members under the chairmanship of the distinguished lawyer,
Sir John Simon. The committee was formed with four members
from the Conservative Party, two members from the Labour
Party and one member from the Liberal party. The lack of
Indian representation in this commission became the focus of
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majority, inspite of having two Indian parliamentary members
in their parliament as Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, 1st Baron
Sinha, member of the British, House of Lords and Shapurji
Dorabji Saklatvala, a British Member of Parliament (MP),
House of commons for the UK Labour Party.

The controversies were started on this commission before
it began to work. This committee will study the policy of
government in British India and report on the possibilities of
establishing a responsible government. This had become a
political boycott by all major political parties and signed a
statement to boycott the commission’s visit. Massive public
demonstrations were held against the visit of Simon
Commission mainly in the cities with the slogan “Simon Go
back”. Even in these adverse conditions the commission
completed its work and submitted its report in 1930.
Autonomy was not even mentioned as a minimum long-term
goal in this report and it rejected all claims of transfer of powers
from the centre. As expected, all the major political parties of
the country, including the Muslim League, completely rejected
the proposal. Even the Viceroy, stated that this commission
report failed to assess the actual situation.

The Nehru Report

By opposing the appointment of the Simon Commission,
Lord Birkenhead, the Indian Secretary, announced that he
would consider a constitution that would be acceptable to all
Indians. In response to this, representatives of 29 organizations
had attended the All- Party Conference held in Delhi on 12
of February, 1928. About 25 such meetings were held in a
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period of three months. In May 1928, a sub-committee was
formed under the chairmanship of Motilal Nehru to draft the
constitution. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Subhash Chandra Bose,
Sir Ali Imam, Qureshi etc. were members of'it. The report
produced by this committee is known as the Nehru
Report.Muhammad Ali Jinnah proposed 14 changes to
Nehru’s report. As none of these changes were accepted by
the rest, so Jinnah became a complete separatist.

4.6. Lahore Congress- Poorna Swaraj, Civil disobedience
movement (SaltSatyagraha)

Lahore Congress meeting was held on 29" of December
1929, Unrest and dissatisfaction had grown among the Indian
youth due to the promises made by the British. Leftist ideology
gradually began to spread. At this critical juncture bold action
was required to lead the people of the country towards the
freedom movement. Jawaharlal Nehru, representing the youth
in the Congress party, presided over these meetings and called
out for Poorna Swaraj. He wanted complete freedom with
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no exceptions. In 26" January 1930, was recognized as
Poorna swaraj day or complete Independence Day and
declared to celebrate Independence Day on 26th January all
over country.

The Congress Working Committee has given approval to
the civil disobedience Movement. In February 1930, the
Congress Working Committee gave full power to Gandhi for
organizing the movement. Before starting the civil disobedience
movement, Gandhi presented an 11 -point ultimatum to the
then Viceroy Lord Irvine. When the Viceroy did not respond
to this, he wrote a letter on 2" March announcing the civil
disobedience movement that he would violate the salt laws.

On 12th March 1930 Gandhi started a mass with 78
members from Sabarmati Ashram to the sea coast protesting
against the tax imposed by government on the salt which is
essential commodity of all mankind. A distance of 240 miles
was covered by walking at rate of 20 miles per day. This

Gandhi leading the famous 1930 Salt March
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March is known as Dandi March or Salt Satyagraha, which
stirred a great sensation across the country.

Gandhi leading the famous 1930 Salt March

In this movement, the protestors acted as non violently
without any sistance, boycott of foreign goods and also
protests were held in front of liquor shops. Another feature of
this Salt Satyagraha was that women participated in the
movement in large numbers.

4.7. Round table conferences, Communal Award,
Government of India Act, 1935

The Simon Commission Report was published on 27 May
1930. The lack of dominion status has seriously disappointed
the nationalists. The Viceroy suggested a round table
conference on July 9, declaring the guarantee of dominion
status as still alive.

The Indian Round Table Conference was held in three
sessions to suggest the changes to be brought into the political
field of India. On October 16", 1929, the chairman of the
Simon Commission wrote to the then British Prime Minister
Ramsay MacDonald and suggested that a conference should
be held with the representatives of India, Britain and princely
states to discuss the constitutional reforms in India. His
suggestions were accepted by the British Council of Ministers.
Governor General Lord Irwin made a famous announcement
that it was Britain’s policy to give independence to India soon
and that a round table conference would be held in London
after the submission of the Simon Commission report. This
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was also known as Proclamation of 31% October 1929 or
Deepavali declaration.

These round table conferences were held in three sessions.
First session was from November 1930 - January 1931, which
happened with 16 representatives from British political parties,
16 representatives from Indian colonies and 57 representatives
from British India participated. The Congress which was
honoured by the report of the Simon Commission had
boycotted this conference. But other political parties are groups
like Muhammad Ali from Muslim League Jinnah , from the
Hindu Mahasabha B. S. Moonje, MR Jayakar, Tej Bahadur
Chintamani from Indian Liberal Conference, Dr. B.R
Ambedkar has participated from depressed castes.

Indian heads of princely state agreed to form an alliance
with a weak central government. However, the religious parties
could not come to an agreement on the issue of political
representation for minorities.

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact:

The British government has come to understand that the
Conference on Indian Constitutional Reforms would be
meaningless without Congress representation. Gandhi and the
Congress leaders were released from detention and the ban
on the Congress party was lifted. On March 5, 1931, talks
were held between Gandhi and Irwin.

Under this agreement, the government agreed to
manufacture salt for personal consumption and agreed for
peaceful picketing in front of the liquor shops. All political

274



153 ep8883°28 ?Socgiﬁzb 0fod HBold Bdore SrBob. o5
SPoerBS KSE)E eS8 (555 EPE0 BB, BCHS e:5eE
S JTTE’ PESETI8 SO (DT (HEe0 WoDoTD.
eSSBS BeBo(E S — HosEosPen- ™ob e,

o8 Hob BEFHe e S HBold FrEBBFo
©DYBF00B. & SosBjore aSHES I Toersor $FS
St “B5050 NGB & YT SHaAbod® rESETo
B35 w8 EDEYW B Srs8d £580 (FEododod” ©d
DI, B DeesiS BB oS T SR, FEFLR
SrothHoP  weHen, @ée)@?ege:o 28mron. HYS oo od
2POEHED éégea%@és FEIS S0 grEEEI8 seobden e
S8 Haoydh. B8 (BB0SIT GrEEBEos® Sree SnQiwe
eten wbrow. HAE EosHod SwRoen FEFS B Hed
D, & L8 Boos, EErd) oD (BoHE08 (HahEos®
ob éoésvgeﬁa@ a8t o“3°é§§é> 198 1948 2235556 30 & oo,
4.11 gr88E%0S® DHares agiren

S IxBold DT0 [FEPHOrT FoBAMBTR 20A0B.
2.8 980 FTRIYIS Dgzayen e esprEHEe, 5088 8o (e
Hooere D Sdyso EOA  GoLs. TIIDEDS ez e
), (He Dorere b e Siydo B HEE Ho JgBolEo
FHOTOT oFi0 FEH  Pag oo S0 BT
BPorrang Srtro TP B0’ (DER T°§) FeSH ©0oBFOHON
P& HBred i);%)oiiéo &0 oFg0. DBR 0P dwgo (8&0F
ﬁ;owess asugres, R0 B HF (Keod® Hod D B
BBR ©55°50%0,5°08 BFDHDHHHK) 88BN SoBweS
BDG T, & AgHarhes® DEHod Hies (@FPoed® AR
S0G5BBHB Brénoa 30“36550 BOAS a°d BB @&&ﬁéﬁnw.
BapsS® AerOPen, adS*R 5°6%Kben, apol & S B ¢
Sgomrthen DO (e EDRomE. Bored Difess KorByore

275



prisoners without serious charges were released. Gandhi
suspended civil disobedience on behalf of Congress. He had
agreed to participate in the second session of the round table
meeting.

After the Second Session of the Round Table Conference
was conducted from September to December 1931. While
Gandhi attended this session as a representative of the
Congress, various persons from the group representatives of
other political parties had attended the session. The conference
stalled with no progress in political representation from
minorities. This time not only the Muslims but also the
depressed castes have demanded special electoral
constituencies. Gandhi argued that the issue of political
representation should be put aside and the issues of
constitutional reform should be discussed. But the Muslim
representatives and the rest of the members rejected it, with

this, there was a deadlock in the conference.
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The Second Round Table Conference (September 7. 1931)

In the second session of the Round Table Conference,
Gandhi returned to India with heavy hands as no constitutional
progress could be made due to the obstinacy of the Muslim
League party. In January 1932, Gandhi resumed the civil
disobedience movement. But this movement did not last for
long due to severe restrictions imposed by the government
and people lost patience. As a result, Gandhi had with drawed
the civil disobedience movement.

The third session of the Round Table Conference was
held from November-December 1932. Congress
representatives did not attend this meeting. The representatives
of the remaining parties were also very few in attendance
compared to the first two meetings. In this session, the
representatives agreed on almost all the point. The British
government released a white paper in March 1933, discussing
the Indian constitutional reforms in three sections. This White
Paper was examined by the Joint Committee of the British
Parliament and had approved in October 1934. Based on the
report of this committee, a bill was drafted and approved by
British Parliament passing ‘The Government of India Act’
1935,.

The Communal Award

British Prime Minister Ramsay
MacDonald on August 16, 1932 announced
‘communal award’, after the round table

meetings. He made a statement on the ;s J
subject of separate electrorates in the [ ‘ , :
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Provincial Legislature. This announcement is known as
“Communal Award” or Ramsay MacDonald Communal
Award. This Act allotted separate electorate constituencies
to the depressed Caste voters along with the Muslims. By this
the members of the depressed castes will get two votes in
addition to participating in the general constituency elections,
they will also have to vote in the elections for the special
constituencies allotted to them. This form of exclusive
representation had become controversial. Against this, Gandhi
started “fast unto death” in September 1932 at Poona’s
Errawada Jail.

Dr. BR Ambedkar, the leader of the depressed castes,
negotiated with Hindu religious leaders and reached an
agreement in the presence of Gandhi. The agreement was
signed on 26™ of September, 1932. This pact is known as
Poona pact. Through this the depressed castes had withdrawn
their demand for separate-electorate seats. In return they got
some additional seats in general constituencies.

The Government of India Act, 1935

Based on the Simon Commission Report and deliberations
at Round Table Conferences, the British Government enacted
the ‘Government of India Act 1935’ making constitutional
changes in India. The Government of India Act, 1935, consists
of 321 sections and 10 schedules. This act mainly includes
formation of a central government at national level, an upper
house called council of State and a lower house called the
House of Assembly. This act also had allocated more powers
to governments at the level of provinces, protecting the
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Constitution and setting up a federal court to settle disputes
between the Centre and States.

It was with the establishment of this act that the powers
between the centre and provinces were divided in terms of
three lists — Federal list (59 items for the Centre), Provincial
list (54 items for Provinces) and Concurrent list (36 items for
both). The Residuary powers were handed over to the
Viceroy. A Federal Court was established to analyze the
Constitution to settle disputes between the Union and the
States. The dual government at the provincial level was
replaced by some level of responsible governments. This law
was criticized by Jawaharlal Nehru as, “It has given a car
without an engine with strong brakes”. The Government
of India Act 1935 was a step forward in constitutional
development in India.

Provincial elections were held in 1937 under the
Government of India Act, 1935. The Indian National Congress
got a clear majority, emerging as a great power in seven of the
provinces, Bombay, Madras, the Central Provinces, the United
Provinces, the North-West Frontier Province, Bihar, and
Orissa. In Assam, the Congress won 35 seats out of 108
seats. Muslim League got bitter results compared to Congress
party. Out of the total 482 seats allotted to Muslims in the
Provisional Legislative Assemblies, Muslim league managed
to secure only 51 seats, while Muslim members in congress
party secured 26 seats out of 58 seats. This clearly indicates
that congress party has a clear majority and was unwilling to
share power with Muslim league party. The members of
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4.8.

Muslim league party were not given a seat in the council of
ministers; this fact further distanced Muslim League party from
the Congress party. This situation further increased the division
among religious unity.

Resignation of Congress Ministers, Cripps Mission

World War IT had begun in 1939, when German dictator
Hitler invaded Poland. Britain, Russia and France as a group
fought with Germany, Japan and Italy as opposite group in
the war. On 18th September 1939 the working committee of
the Congress adopted a resolution drafted by Pandit Nehru.
It condemned the ideology of fascism and Nazism. This
resolution took serious objection to the viceroy Lord Linlithgow
proclamation of War and promulgation of War ordinances all
where unilaterally promulgated without India’s consent. The
Congress governments in the states resigned in protest. The
Congress demanded that the British government to declare in
unequivocal terms what their war aims, where they in regard
to democracy and imperialism they also wanted to know how
those in where to be applied to India and whether they included
the elimination of imperialism in India and was for the treatment
of India as a free Nation.

The Individual Satyagraha

The British were in problems due to World War II, hence
the Congress party decided not to trouble with mass
movements, but to continue freedom struggle with individual
satyagraha. As part of this, Acharya Vinoba Bhave was
arrested as the first and Jawaharlal Nehru was arrested as the
second satyagrahi. Thousands of Congress workers across
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the country were arrested after committing individual
satyagraha.

The Cripps Mission

1941 Japan had entered in both fronts and occupied parts
of Singapore, Malaya, Java and Burma. With this, the war
seems to have reached the gateway of India. On March 8™ of
1942, the Rangoon city fell into Japanese hands. The British
felt that the cooperation of the Indian leaders was essential
for war preparations to avert impending disasters for the British
Government in India. The British government sent Sir Stafford
Cripps, a prominent member of the British Cabinet, who was
known as a sympathizer of Indian nationalism, to consult with
Indian national leaders. Cripps came to India on March 237,
1942 with some proposals. He proposed that India would be
given dominion status after the war, yet Indian national leaders
wanted immediate responsible government. Commenting on
Cripps’ submissions, Gandhi said that the proposal was like a
post-dated check issued by a bankrupt bank. Thus the Cripps’
mission failed.

4.9. The Quit India Movement

After the failure of the Cripps mission, there was a
desperate situation in national politics. On the other side, the
Japanese army reached the borders of India. In these
circumstances, the Indian national leaders felt that the British
should leave India immediately to prevent their invasion by
Japan. The All India National Congress Committee held in
Bombay on 8" of August, 1942 gave its approval to the non
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violent mass movement and entrusted Gandhi with the
responsibility of formulating the guidelines for the movement.

‘RILITZ R

-
STV KILLED - ANI
i IN BOMB/

1!
OLICE OPEN FlI3
| TIMES

FIRST DAY.COVER

MRS,

1942 FREEDOM MOVEMENT

commemorative postage stamp on 1942 freedom movement was issued

In his historic lecture, Gandhi said, “/ therefore want
freedom immediately this very night before done if it can
he had. Here is a Mantra a short one that I gave you. You
may be imprinted on your heart and let every breath of
you give impression to it. This mantra is ‘Do or Die’ we
shall either free India or die in the attempt; we shall not
live to see the perputation of our slavery”. The British
government arrested all the Congress leaders, including
Gandhi, in the early hours of 9" of August 1942. The
government declared Congress Committees as illegal. People
were deprived of leadership. People across the country have
started agitations everywhere. They engaged in violent acts
like destroying government property, hoisting the national flag
on government buildings, cutting telegram wires and removing
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railway tracks. Students and workers started strikes. In some
areas they started their own administration. The government
took drastic measures.

The army used police force to quell the movement. People
have reached a point where they can organize a movement on
their own without needing the guidance of leaders. Although
this popular movement was suppressed temporarily using
violence, this movement frightened the government and
damaged the morale of the British government. The Quit India
movement was the culmination of the Indian independence
movement.

4.10.Mountbatten Scheme — partition of India, Indian

Independence act 1947
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Indian leaders at the Simla Conference (1946). From Left
to Right: Rajendra Prasad, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, C.
Rajagopalachari, X, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

In order to remove the deadlock that had arisen due to
the failure of the talks between Gandhi and Jinnah, Governor
General Wavell convened a meeting in Shimla and invited all
the political parties and made the following proposals. These
proposals are known as the Wavell Plan.

Shimla meetings were held to discuss the following proposals.

s Except the Governor-General and the Commander-in-
Chief, all other posts were to be consist of Indians in
executive councils.

¢ Hindus and Muslims should have equal representation.

= The Governor General has to exercise veto power on the
advice of the Ministers.

But the meetings failed as Jinnah insisted that Muslim
members should be elected only by the Muslim League British
sent a cabinet delegation to India in March 1946 consisting of
three ministers (Lord Pethick Lawrence, Sir Stafford Cripps
and AV Alexander ) to discuss the transfer of power with the
national leaders. They had explained that the minority issue no
longer serves as an excuse to extend their presence in India,
as aminority cannot be allowed to “put their veto on the advance
of the majority’. According to the Cabinet Mission plan, there
should be a union of India incorporating both British provinces
and princely states with control over foreign affairs, defense
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and communication. All other subjects were entrusted to the
provinces and states, but the provinces were free to form
groups for joint action. The mission rejected Pakistan’s idea.
India should be divided into three groups of the provinces.

The Cabinet Mission also recommended a constitution-
making scheme, which provided for the constitution of the
Union to be framed by a Constituent Assembly, the members
of which were to be elected on religious lines by the Provincial
Legislatures and the representatives of the acceding States
union. The mission recommended the formation of an interim
government with the support of the major political parties, in
which all portfolios, including that of War Member, would be
held by Indian leaders who enjoyed the full confidence of the
people.

The Cabinet delegation did not accept the wish of the
Muslim league leaders who wanted a separate Pakistan. In
May 1946 these Cabinet Ministers made the following
suggestions on the transfer of power. The Kingdom of India is
made up of states and territories. Only in defence, foreign
affairs and communications are under the central purview. The
states have a high degree of autonomy.

The states of British India are divided into three categories
namely (a) States with majority of Hindus (b) States with a
majority of Muslims (c) States where Hindus and Muslims are
equal. When religious issues arise, decisions should be taken
by a majority of the legislative representatives of the majority
religious community in the area. A Constituent Assembly of
India should be constituted. In this, some seats should be
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allocated to the states based on their population and the
members were elected by the members of the state legislatures.

A caretaker government comprising major political parties
should be formed as soon as possible. The Congress did not
accept the Muslim League’s claim that it was the sole
representative of Indian Muslims. The Muslim League Party
initially accepted the plan and then withdrew from the
Provisional Government and the Constituent Assembly.

The elections to the Constituent Assembly held in the month
of June 1946, the Congress got 205 seats and the Muslim
League got 73 seats. In the interim government, the Viceroy
brought a new proposal to give six seats to the Congress and
five seats to the Muslim League. The Congress agreed to this
proposal and formed the government under the leadership of
Jawaharlal Nehru. The Muslim League Party has called for
direct action as part of achieving Pakistan. In 16" of August
1946 was organized as “Dissent Day”. On this occasion,
communal violence started in the country and spread rapidly
throughout the country.

British Prime Minister Attlee, who considered the uncertain
situation in India as dangerous, announced on February 201,
1947 that the British would leave India by June 1948. This
announcement raised the hopes for the Muslim League on the
creation of Pakistan. A large-scale communal riot broke out
and there was an uncertain situation throughout the country.
National leaders like Nehru, Patel and others understood that
in order to reduce anarchy in the country, they must not accept
the partition of the country. Based on the realistic view, in March
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1947, the Congress Party’s executive meeting passed a
resolution agreeing to the partition of the country.

Indian Independence Act 1947

Indian Independence Act 1947passed by the British
Parliament in July 1947 with the acceptance of the Mountbatten
Plan by the major political parties. Based on this plan Indian
Independence Act 1947 was prepared.

Lord and Lady Mountbatten with Mahatma Gandhi

The bill was introduced in the Britian Parliament on 4 July
1947 and received Royal Assent on 18 July within a two-
week period. British India was divided into two independent
countries India and Pakistan which were formed and gained
independence.

On 14" August 1947, the new Dominion of Pakistan
became independent and Muhammad Ali Jinnah was sworn in
as its first governor general. On 15th August 1947, India got

297



freedom and became an independent country. Lord
Mountbatten was sworn in as Governor General. He took
oath with Jawaharlal Nehru as the first Prime Minister of India.

India’s pursuit of independence - Communal conflict -
Assassination of Gandhi.

The Independent India, which was the long-term dream
of Indians, had revealed. On this occasion, Jawaharlal Nehru
said in the Constituent Assembly that “The world fell asleep,
and India found itself at midnight and woke up and started

a new life.”

The partition of the country led to serious communal
conflict. There were attacks and atrocities on Hindus in
Pakistan. Due to this, lakhs of Hindus left Pakistan and migrated
to India as refugees. In response to this there were attacks on
Muslims in India as well. With this, some Muslims migrated to
Pakistan. In an attempt to stop this religious conflict and turmoil,
Gandhi was assassinated by a Hindu extremist and died on
January 30, 1948.

4.11. Revolutionary Movements in India

India’s freedom struggle was largely peaceful. One group
relied on legislative appeals, while the other believed in public
struggles. Another section that did not believe in either legislative
appeals or public struggles choose the path of armed struggle
for the goal of achieving independence. Their aim was to end
British rule in the country through violent means and establish
their own administration. As they did not have the arms and
army to declare war against the British, they tried to kill the
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British officers, who did not have a good reputation among
the people and the Indians, who were helping them.

Most of these revolutionaries were unemployed from
middle class family background living in urban areas. They
were inspired by Nihilists in Russia, Carbonari in Italy and
Sinn Féin movement in Ireland. During the Vande Mataram
movement during the partition of Bengal, the patriotism and
nationalism of the extremist leaders had provided the ideology
for these revolutionaries. These revolutionary activities were
mainly concentrated in the regions of Maharashtra, Bengal and
Punjab.

Some of the patriots engaged in revolutionary activities
against the government’s repressive measures, which continued
the Indian freedom struggle mainly in a non-violent manner.
The revolutionaries used to attack English officials who were
anti-public. Vasudev Balwant Phadke from Maharashtra region
is known as the pioneer among revolutionaries. He was engaged
inrevolutionary activities against the British and was handed
over to the British by the Nizam of Hyderabad.Phadke was
transported to jail at Aden in Yemen, but escaped from the
prison by taking the door off from its hinges. He was soon re-
captured, then went on a hunger strike and died on 17 February
1883.

Balakrishna Chaplekar and Damodar Chaplekar, also
known as the Chaplekar brothers, founded a revolutionary
organization called the Hindu Dharma Parirakshan Sabha in
Poonain 1893. In 1897, plague broke out in Poona. A British
officer named Rand, who was working as a plague
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commissioner, was murdered by these brothers because of
his dictatorial behavior. The British government executed them.

Savarkar’s brothers Ganesh |
Savarkar and Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar founded a revolutionary
association called “Mitra Mela” in -3
Nashik in 1899. The name of this |
institution was changed to
“Abhinava Bharat” in 1904. The
British government imprisoned

these brothers in Kalapani Jail in
the Andaman Island. Another
revolutionary was Madan Lal Dhingra who was a pro-

independence activist, had assassinated Curzon Wyllie on 1
July 1909 in London, who was a member of India House in
London.

In 1912, revolutionaries named Rashbehari Bose and
Sachindra Nath Sanyal were involved in bomb conspiracy to
assassinate Lord Charles Hardinge in 1912. On December
23,1912, Lord Harding was to make his entry into Delhiin a
procession. A bomb ripped through the procession, but the
Viceroy narrowly escaped.

In Tamil Nadu, a revolutionary named Neelakanta
Brahmachari founded a revolutionary organization called Bharat
Mata Association. NeelakantaBrahmachari was sentenced
eight years imprisonment in connection with the murder of then
Tirunelveli District Collector William Ashe in 1911, by his
disciple Vanchinathan.
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Anushilana Samiti was a prominent revolutionary
organization from the influential Bengal region. This organization
was formed separately in Dhaka and Calcutta. The
revolutionaries of this organization tried to make the English
officers who were anti-public. They ran Sandhya and Yugantar
magazines. Prafulla and Khudiram Bose tried to assassinate
the district judge, Mr. Douglas Kingsford, by throwing bombs
at the carriage in which Kingsford was supposed to travel, but
he was not in the carriage, and two British women were killed.
Prafulla committed suicide when he was about to be arrested
by the Police. Khudiram was arrested and tried for the murder
of the two women and sentenced to death.

Left-wing ideology

After 1920, the
Indian revolutionaries had
shifted theirideology to left ? -
wing ideology. Bolshevik i
revolution of Soviet Russia
in 1917, had inspired the
Indian revolutionaries in
India and non-residents. It _
is believed that the Indian I".

revolutionaries living in TSI T
A . intai M. N. ROY
merica maintain I3
INDIA 60

relationship and Bolshevik
and sought for help for
Liberation of India. However, it is true that Bolshevik
Revolution had strengthened the leftist groups in national
movement to play an important role in India’s freedom struggle.
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The success of the Communist revolution in Russia in 1917
had a profound effect on the world. Karl Marx’s theory of
scientific socialism gained a lot of publicity among the people.
Its influence reached India as well and influenced the
revolutionary organizations. The authoritarian rule of the colonial
government, poor economic conditions, etc. caused the left
socialist ideology to gain strength in India. The Communist
Party of India was founded by M.N. Roy at Tashkent in 1920.
With the intention of suppressing this communist movement, in
1924 the British Government of India had arrested many leftist
leaders in the Kanpur Conspiracy Case. Thus on March 20®,
1929, many revolutionaries were arrested by the government
through the Meerut Conspiracy Case.

4.12. The Hindustan Socialist Republican Association - The

| \4 [
Bhagat Singh Chandra ShekharAzad  Ashfaqulla Khan

The Revolutionary has been set up as Hindustan
Republican Association (HRA) and renamed as the Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) in 1924, was
founded at Kanpur city by Sachindra Sanyal and Joseph
Chatterjee. Revolutionaries like Chandrasekhar Azad,
Ramprasad Bismil etc. actively participated in it. Its aim was
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to end the British rule in India and make India a republic.
Another prominent revolutionary Bhagat Singh joined the
organization in 1925. In the name of the Hindustan Republic
Association, he added the word “socialist” and changed it to
“Hindustan Socialist Republic and Association”. In 1926, he
founded a youth organization called ‘“Nava Jawan Sabha” in
Lahore as a subsidiary of this organization.

The Kakori Conspiracy (Train Robbery)

The Kakori Train robbery was a train robbery that took
place at Kakori, a village near Lucknow, on 9 August 1925.
Indian revolutionaries looted a train between Kakori-Lucknow
railway stations to raise funds for the revolution. They attacked
the railway guard and looted eight thousand rupees of
government money. This attack was carried out by Ram Prasad
Bismil and Ashfaqullah Khan It was done under the leadership
of revolutionaries. This is known as the Kakori Incident, a
prominent event in the activities of the revolutionaries. The
British government took this incident seriously and several
revolutionaries were charged with the Kakori conspiracy case
and tried. Ramprasad Bismin, Tagore Roshan Singh,
Ashfaqullah Khan and Rajendranath Lahiri were sentenced to
death. This Kakori train robbery was a milestone in the actions
of Indian revolutionaries. HRA’s written constitution and
published manifesto, titled, “The Revolutionary’, were produced
as evidence in the Kakori conspiracy case.

Auguste Vaillant (27 December 1861 — 5 February 1894)
was a French anarchist was the most famous for his bomb
attack on the French Chamber of Deputies. Taking his example,
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Bhagat Singh and Batkeshwar Dutt threw smoke bombs in
the Central Legislative Assembly. They were arrested by the
police while chanting revolutionary slogans to popularize their
revolutionary actions among the people. Bhagat Singh Rajaguru
and Sukh Dev were hanged for murder in Lahore Jail on 23
March 1931 for the murder of Lanus Saunders. Jitendranath,
another revolutionary belonging to this organization, died after
fasting for 63 days. In 1931, Chandrasekhar Azad, akey leader
ofthe Hindustan Socialist Republic Association, committed
suicide in a fight with the police in Allahabad.

Sitaramaraju - Rampa Rebellion

The area where most of
the tribals live is called the
agency area. The agency area
was spread over districts
from East Godavari to
Visakhapatnam. The tribals of
this region faced many
difficulties due to the
decisions of the British

government like banning podu

agriculture cultivation. A A LLURT SEETA ;:.un?;% u
: ; Hi¥d
revolutionary patriot named INDIA 5 0

Alluri Sitaramaraju led the ~ *#%¢
tribals in this region and
organized a revolutionary struggle in between 1922 - 1924,

This struggle is known as Manyam Rebellion or Rampa
Revolution. Alluri Sitaramaraju used to attack the police station
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and collect weapons as part of his struggle. The British
government deployed special security forces like Assam Rifles,
Malabar Police etc. to suppress the rebellion and also
appointed a special commissioner, Rutherford, and tried to
improve the situation. Under these conditions, the common
people suffered a lot due to severe restrictions of the
government. Many revolutionaries were killed in the firing by
the police.

Rama Raju decided to surrender and while trying to
surrender, he met with the police and died. After the death of
Sitaramaraj, the spirit of freedom ignited by him made people
conscious.

Surya Sen — The Chittagong armory raid

Surya Sen, also called
' Surya Kumar Sen was born on
22 March 1894 in a Baidya
' family at Noapara, under
I RaozanUpazila in Chittagong.
After completing his degree in
1916, Surya Sen started his
career as a teacher. In 1918,
he was elected as the president
of the Chittagong branch of the
Indian National Congress. He

i

Non-Cooperation Movement and was arrested by the

was an active participant in the

government in 1926 on charges of revolutionary activities and
imprisoned for two years. He went into hiding after the attack
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on Chittagong Arms Station in 1930 and was arrested by the
British Government in 1933 and hanged in January 1934.

In 1930, under the leadership of Suryasen, there was a
large-scale attack on the Chittagong arsenal. After this, attacks
were also made on government officials who were anti-public.
Young women have also actively participated in the
revolutionary movement of Bengal. Young women like Pritilata
Waddedar and Kalpana Datta also participated in the attack
on the armory. The government put an iron foot on the
revolutionaries and arrested many of them and prosecuted them
in various cases.

The Lahore Conspiracy Case

Famous national leader Lala Lajapatirai died of severe
injuries in lathi charge in Lahore during the Simon Go Back
movement. In retaliation for this, the revolutionaries shot and
killed the police officer Saunders who had ordered the charge.
Revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh, Chandrasekhar Azad, Raj
Guru etc. participated in this incident known as the Lahore
Conspiracy Case. Bhagat Singh was convicted for the murder
of Police officer, Sanders. The declarations of the young
revolutionaries in the court, their fearless attitude reached the
sympathy of the people. Despite of massive public opposition,
government had hanged Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru
on March 23, 1931.

In his last letter, Bhagat Singh declared his firm beliefin
socialism, saying that the peasants should free themselves not
only from foreign slavery but also from the slavery of landlords
and capitalists. Bhagat Singh made it clear that the struggle
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will continue as long as a few looters continue to rob the
common people for their own benefit, irrespective of whether
these looters are British capitalists or Indian capitalists.

4.13. Indian Revolutionary Movements in Abroad

Some patriots went
abroad to continue the
freedom struggle. To escape
from the restrictive conditions
at home and carried out the
freedom struggle from there.
Among such, Shyamji Krishna |
Varma operated from London.

Indian Sociologist.

Bhikaiji Rustom Cama or simply as, Madam Cama, was
one of the prominent figures in the Indian independence
movement. She stayed in Paris and organized programs. She
ran a magazine called ‘ Vande Mataram’. She hoisted the first
version of independent Indian flag on August 21, 1907, at
International Socialist Conference at Stuttgart, a city in
Germany.

Virendranath Chattopadhyaya, also known as Chatto, was
a prominent Indian revolutionary who worked to overthrow
the British Raj in India by using armed force. Virendranath
Chattopadhyay maintained an activity in Berlin, Germany.
Together with Germany, the Gimmerillin Plan was created.
Accordingly, German arms were handed over to Indian
revolutionaries fighting against England.
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On December 1, 1915 during World War I, Raja
Mahendra Pratap established the first Provisional Government
of India at Kabul in Afghanistan as a government-in-exile of
Free Hindustan, with himself as President, Maulavi Barkatullah
as Prime Minister and MaulaviAbaidullah Sindhi as Home
Minister.

The revolutionaries formed the Hindu Association of
America in the city of San Francisco, USA. This organization
was treated as Gaddar Party. The early movement was created
by conspirators who lived and worked on the West Coast of
the United States and Canada, but the movement later spread
to India and Indian diasporic communities around the world.
Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna and Lala Har Dayal Mathur played
key responsibilities in the activities of this revolutionary

organization.
4.14. Political Life of Subhash Chandra Bose:-

Subhash Bose was born in
23 January 1897, in a wealth
and privilege in a large Bengali
family in Orissa. Subhash
Chandra Bose was inspired by
the cultural heritage of Bengal’s
intellectuals graduated from the
University of Calcutta and then
studied philosophy at

Cambridge. From his student

days, Bose became known for o < 53y M

his humanitarianism and
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reformism. He was selected for I.C.S training, but he was
inspired by the national movement of non-cooperation in the
country, he gave up his government job and entered the Indian
political arena in 1921 by the call of Gandhi. Subhash Chandra
Bose was considered as prominent Bengali nationalist,
Chittaranjan Das was his mentor. Chittaranjan Das entrusted
Subhash Chandra Bose as the Principal of the National
College, Calcutta. Subhash Chandra Bose also took charge
of the leadership of the National Service Force of the Congress
Party. Bose also edited a magazine called ‘Forward’ started
by Chittaranjan Das. In 1924, Chittaranjan Das was elected
as the President of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation and
appointed Subhash Chandra Bose as the Secretary of the
Calcutta Municipal Corporation. Subhash Chandra Bose rose
from a follower to a leader during his imprisonment in Burma.

Subhash Chandra Bose along with young leaders like
Jawaharlal Nehru in the Congress Party popularized socialist
ideas. Subhash Chandra Bose played a vital role in student,
youth and labour movements. He wanted India to emerge as
an independent republic. In 1928 Subhash Chandra Bose
spoke at the Congress meetings in Calcutta and urged that the
aim of'the Indian nationalists should be absolute swaraj rather
than self-reliance. In 1932, he was elected as the Mayor of
Calcutta while serving a prison sentence. Addressing the
Karachi Congress meetings, he stated that India’s conditions
required a new socialism. From 1933, he made frequent trips
to Europe and worked as an unofficial ambassador for the
Indian freedom struggle in abroad.
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It was in this sequence that Netaji raised from the level of
apolitical leader to a political expert. He made extensive studies
of the strengths and weaknesses of the imperialist powers. He
formulated the policies regarding the socio-economic policies
to be followed by India after independence.

Differences with Gandhi

In 1929, while passing the resolution for poorna swaraj
at the Lahore Congress, Subhash Chandra Bose proposed
amendments to the Congress Party to form a shadow
government and mobilize workers, peasants and lower castes
on the basis of solving their specific problems. Subhash Chandra
Bose’s amendments were defeated in the meeting and on 2™
January, 1930, he formed a new party called the Congress
Prajapaksha.

He was elected as the President of the Haripura Congress
Conference in 1938 and tried to bring revolutionary structural
changes in the Congress Party. He had appointed Jawaharlal
Nehru for the National Planning Commission. In 1939, at the
Tripura Congress Convention, Gandhi contested against
Pattabhi Sitaramayya, who contested for the post of Congress
Party President as Gandhi’s candidate. Subhash Chandra Bose
was elected as Congress president again.

Bose became the president of the Congress party a few
months later, he resigned and formed the Forward Block Party.
Rabindranath Tagore gave moral support to Subhash Chandra
Bose during this political crisis. He portrayed Bose as Desh
Nayak, who have the courage to turn a temporary defeat into
apermanent victory.
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4.15. The Indian National Army

Subhash Chandra Bose, who was constantly under
government detention, escaped from house arrest and reached
Germany in the month of January 1941, intending to carry out
independence activities from abroad. Subhash Chandra Bose’s
ideas to seek German help for India’s freedom struggle were
damaged when Germany declared war on the Soviet Union.
Subhash Chandra Bose left Europe and reached Southeast
Asia. On 25 August, Subhash assumed the Supreme Command
of the Indian National Army. He formed the Provisional
Government of Free India on 21 October 1943.

He influenced more than one million Indians living in
Southeast Asia. Punjabis, Muslims, Sikhs, Pathans, Tamils and
Malayalis all joined his army. In the internal structure of this
Azad Hind fauj, issues such as assigning leadership
responsibilities to women and achieving Hindu-Muslim unity
are inherent.

Subhash Chandra Bose, who formed the independent
Indian government in Singapore, tried to enter India by crossing
the Indo-Burma border with the slogan of ‘Chalo Delhi’.
Japan had handed over Andaman and Nicobar Islands to Indian
National Army. Subhash Chandra Bose had renamed them as
Shaheed (Martyr) and Swaraj (Independence). The British
army was forced to halt at Impal due to stiff resistance. The
Japanese defeats in World War Il resulted in the cessation of
military aid to the Azad Hind fauj, which forced it to surrender
to the British Army. A few days after Japan’s surrender,
Subhash Chandra Bose is believed to have died in a plane

311



crash. Bose called Gandhi, as the “Father of the Nation”
and Gandhi called Bose as “the prince of patriots”. In 1945,
Azad Hind soldiers were tried for treason in the Red Fort
military court in Delhi and prominent national leaders came to
the court to plead on their behalf. The investigation against
them made the people of the country conscious. A sense of
nationalism took root in the army of British India

The Indian National Army trials (the Red Fort trials)

Shah Nawaz, Gurdayal Singh Dhillon and Prem Sehgalla,
the Azad Hind fauj officers who surrendered to the British
Army, were charged with treason for breaking the promise
they had made when they joined the British Indian Army and
executed in November 1945. The trial was held at the Red
Fortin Delhi. Demonstrations were held all over the country in
support of them. The Congress formed the INA Defense
Committee consisting of Bulabhai Desai, Tej Bahadur Sapru,
Kailasnath Katju, Asaf Ali and Jawaharlal Nehru on behalf of
the Congress party. Although they were convicted by a military
court, the British government, keeping in mind the sentiments
of the people of the country, temporarily suspended the
sentences and released them.

Legacy of Subhas Chandra Bose

Subhash Chandra Bose’s bravery, his patriotism and his
executive ability made him Netaji. The slogans given by them
like ‘Jai Hind’, ‘Chalo Delhi’ etc. excited the people of the
country. Their Azad Hind fauj patriotic ideas entered the Indian
Army which was the backbone of the British Empire in India.
In 1946 Royal Indian Navy soldiers in Bombay revolted and
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surrendered only when demanded by national leaders.
Discontent with the government has also increased in the police
department. Police forces went on strike in Bihar and Delhi.
Nationalism started among government employees. By realizing
that the situation was getting out of hand, the British Government
sent a Cabinet Mission to India in March 1946 to make suitable
arrangements for the transfer of power to Indians.

4.16. Examination Model Questions
I. Answer the following questions in about 20 lines each

1. Explain the circumstances which lead to the emerging of
Gandhi as a national leader. Explain the silent futures of
non-cooperation movement and its effects

2. Trace the events leading to the launching of civil
disobedient movement.

3. Explain the contributions of Revolutionary Movements
role in Indian freedom fight.

4. Write a note on significance of Subhash Chandra Bose
and his The Indian National Army in Indian freedom
movement.

II. Answer the following questions in about 10 lines each.
1. Write about significance of kilafat moment.
2. Write about a note on Raulat Satyagraha.

3. What is the significance of The JallianWalabagh
Massacre?
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4. Quit India movement.

5. Explain concept of poorna swaraj.

6. Whatis Nehru Report (1928).

7. Examine the facts of round table conferences.

8. Write about a note on Cripps Mission.

9. Write about a note on Gandhi - [rwin pact.

10. Right here note on Simon Commission.

11. Explain Indian national army role in freedom fight.
12. Lahore conspiracy case.

13. Write about a note on Indian Revolutionary Movements
in Abroad.

14. Surya Sen—The Chittagong armory raid

15. Write short notes on Hindustan socialist republic
association.

16. The Indian National Army trials (the Red Fort trials)
4.17. Objective type Questions:

1. The famous quit India resolution was passed in which
session of the congress?
(a)Bombay  (b)Calcutta  (c) Madras (d) Nagpur
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2. The idia of Indian National Army was first conceived by
(a) Subhash ChandraBose  (b) Ras Bihari Ghosh
(c) Mohan Singh (d) Capt. L. Mukherjee

3. The Azad hind government was set up in
(a)Berlin (b) Paris (c) Sanfranscisco
(d) Singapore

4. Who called Gandhi ‘the father of the nation’?
(a) Mohan Singh (b) Subhash Chandra Bose
(c)J.L.Nehru (d) Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel

5. Who was not one amongst those who were put in the INA
trials

(a) Prem Sehgal (b) Laxmi Singh

(c) Shah Nawaz (d) G:S. Dhillon

6. Who renounced his knighthood against the Jallianwallah
Bagh massacre?
(a)J.L.Nehru (b) C. Subramanya Iyer
(c)C.V.RamanPillai (d) Rabindranath Tagore

7. Which session of the congress suspended the non-

cooperation movement?
(a) Belgaum (b) Nagpur
(c) Allahabad (d) Bardoli

8. Who was the political guru of Mahatma Gandhi?
(a) Lala Lajpat Rai (b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(c) LokmanyaTilak  (d) Aurobindo Ghosh
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9. Which session of the congress fixed the congress

subscription at 4 annas?
(a) Lucknow (b) Allahabad
(c) Banaras (d) Nagpur

10.In Tamilnadu who led the salt march from Trichnopally to

Vedarannayam?
(a) M. Krishnamurti (b) C.V. Raman Pillai
(c) K. Kelappan (d) C. Rajagopalchari

11. The racially arrogant government of South Africa

eventually introduced to the effect
of Gandhi’s struggle.

12.Hunter Committee was appointed to investigate

13.Vande Mataram’ magazine was run by

14. was formed with C.R.
Das as the President and Motilal Nehru as the Secretary.

15. The Communist Party of India was founded by
——at Tashkent in 1920.

16.The Revolutionary has been set up as Hindustan
Republican Association (HRA)founded  at Kanpur
city by

17. VirendranathChattopadhyay was associated with ——
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18. Ram Prasad Bismil and AshfaqullahKhan related to —
Incident,

19. Chaplekar brothers, founded a revolutionary organization
called the in Poona in
1893.

20. Communal award also knowas

Answers
1.A,2.C,3.D,4.B,5.B,6.D,7.D, 8.B,9.D, 10.D

11. Relieflaws 12. The Jallianwallabagh
massacre

13. Bhikaiji Rustom Cama 14. Swarajya Party 15. M.N.
Roy

16. Sachindra Sanyal and Joseph Chatterjee.
17. the Gimmerillin Plan 18. the Kakori
19. Hindu Dharma Parirakshan Sabha
20. Ramsay MacDonald award
4.18. Additional Information

1. Famous cases in Indian Freedom struggle
1. Nasik conspiracy, (1909 - 10), Vinayak Savarkar.
2. Alipore case, 1908, Aurobindo Ghosh.
3. Hawrah case, 1910, Jatin Mukherjee.
4. Dacca case, 1910, Pulin Das.

317



5. Delhi case, 1915, Amir Chand, Awadh Bihari and Bal
Mukund.

6. Lahore case, 1929-30, Bhagat singh, Rajguru and
Sukhdev.

7. Banaras Case, 1915 - 16,Sachin Bath Sanyal.

8. Kakoricase, , Ram Prasad Bismil and Ashfaq

4.19. Books for Further Reading

. Louis Fisher  :Mahatma Gandhi
2. Majumdar R.C.: History and culture of Indian
people,Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
series Vol.X

3. Sumit Sarkar : Modern I ndia
Tarachand : History of the Freedom movement
in India Vol 111

5. Bipan Chandra : Struggle for freedom in India
. Judith Brown : Civil Disobedience
7. B.L Grover : ANew Look at Modern Indian
History
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Unit-V

Muslim League & the Growth of Communalism—Partition

of India—Advent of Freedom - Integration of Princely

States into Indian Union —Sardar Vallabhai Patel

5.0. Learning Outcomes
5.1 Emergence of Communalism in India.
5.1.1 Circumstances that led to Muslim communalism:
5.2 Muslim League.
5.3.  PartitionofIndia- AdventofFreedom
5.4 Unification of Princely States in Indian Union-Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.
5.0 Learning Outcomes:
After successful completion of this course, the student
will be able to:

Unearth the true nature of the British rule and its disastrous
impact on the Unityity of India

Assess the causes and effects of communalism

Evaluate the undercurrent of communal politics that led to
India’s partition and identify the enemies of India’s integrity
and sovereignty

Visualize where places are in relation to one another
through map pointing
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5.1 Emergence of Communalism in India
Introduction:

Communalism was the outcome of British rule in India. It
was a contemporary development in British India. At first it
was started among the Muslims and later spread to the Hindus.
The British promoted sectarian politics in India for their vested
interests. They fostered differences between different casts
and the groups in India. Fanaticism has nurtured it to protect
its interests. It was the British who created the differences
between the Hindu and Muslims, who had been living in
peaceful co-existence for many centuries in India. The British
implemented the divide and rule policy in India for colonial
purposes. We can see the roots of communalism from the

19th century. In the 20th century, Communalism reached
its peak and caused the partition of the country.

5.1.1 Circumstances that led to Muslim communalism:

By the 19th century, the western system of education was
introduced in India. The middle class of the Hindu society
developed by taking advantage of the educational
opportunities provided by the British. They captured a major
share in the Government services. Modern education caused
the development of political consciousness among them. At
the same time the lower middle class of the Muslim community
remained away from education. Modern education was limited
to the upper-class Muslims and the landlords. They dominated
Muslim society with orthodox and religious goals. Later
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educated middle class Muslims took part in the Indian national
struggle with liberal sentiments.

At the beginning of British rule, the majority of Muslims
were economically backward. The Muslim upper classes, on
the other hand, enjoyed many privileges and obtained great
positions. During the same period, the English-educated Hindu
middle class got many opportunities in the Government
services. They also entered the fields of agriculture, industries,
trade and commerce and developed economically.

The British Government created differences in promoting
the languages. The British Government promoted English and
Hindi languages. As aresult, the Urdu language was left behind.
The Urdu speaking Muslim elite lost opportunities. The dispute
between Urdu and Hindi languages also caused competition
between Hindus and Muslims. The Bengali-speaking rural
Muslims also lagged behind the Hindus in adopting the new
educational system of the English. Most of the Muslims in the
state of Bengal are poor peasants and laborers. They could
notreap the benefits of English education. The Muslims also
opposed the Hindu-English alliance. With this, differences
between the Hindus and Muslims began.

By the time the British came to India, Muslims were the
rulers. The feeling of being a ruling class was strong among
them. After the establishment of English power, the British
considered Muslims to be their opposite group, they acted in
favor of Hindus and kept Muslims away from the
administration sector. Hindus and Muslims participated
together in the 1857 rebellion. However, the British thought
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that it was a Muslim revolt and they tried to revive the Mughal
Empire. With that the British strongly opposed the Muslims
and felt that they should have no share in the administration.
They fostered a sense of friendship towards Hindus and hatred
towards Muslims.At the same time, Hindus were promoted
in the fields of education and employment. Hindus were
encouraged in all spheres and Muslims were neglected.

The Wahhabi movement was also a major cause of the
British Government's anti Muslim attitude. This movement
preached a religious war, with the Sikhs in Punjab and against
the English Government in Bengal. This movement laid the
foundation for the separation of Hindus and Muslims into
separate sects.

The British policy of divide and rule was the main cause
for Muslim Communalism in India. The British initially
supported the Hindus and hated the Muslims to consolidate
their rule. Later, as the Hindus gained political consciousness
and started the national movement, the British Government
showed a repressive attitude towards the Hindus. Sir William
Hunter in his book 'The Indian Musalman' published in 1871,
opined that the Muslims were not harmful towards the British
paramount power. From 1885 onwards the British adopted
the pro - Muslim Policy. The English Government claimed
that the aim of the British Government was not only to support
the Muslims but also to protect their rights as they were a
minority community. They were successful in getting the
support of high-class Muslims, Zamindars and landlords.
Muslim landlords influenced educated Muslims to support
the British. From 1905 onwards the British Government took
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many steps to convert the Muslims into pro-English ones. British
authorities played a major role in establishing the Muslim
League against the Congress. The divisive politics implemented
by the British eventually led to the partition of the country.

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was the main reason for the change
in the British Government's attitude towards Muslims. His
ancestors held high positions in the Mughal court. But in the
later period the situation changed. He started his career as a
clerk. He was a great educationist and a social reformer. He
was the pioneer of the cultural revival of Muslims in India. He
felt that Muslims needed western education and worked for
the spread of modern education among them. In 1875, he
established the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College at
Aligarh. Later it developed into Aligarh Muslim University.
His efforts created a Muslim intelligentsia that developed
admiration for the British Government. Ahmad Khan worked
to eliminate the anti-Muslim policy of the British. After the
1870s,with his constant efforts, the British tried to build good
relations with the Muslims. Syed Ahmad Khan was originally
anationalist. He considered Hindus and Muslims as the two
eyes of the beautiful bride India. He warned that Hindu
Muslims should live in harmony and mutual antagonism would
destroy both communities. But later Syed Ahmad Khan
became orthodox. Theoder Beck, the principal of Anglo -
Oriental College, Aligarh, influenced and turned him against
the Hindus. He declared that as the political interests of Hindus
and Muslims are different,they could not live together. He felt
that Hindu Muslims could not lead a collective political life.
He announced that the Congress was a Hindu organization
and opposed its policies. He tried to make the Muslims pro-
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British. He was successful in creating the impression that the
Indian National Congress as pro-Hindu and its policies and
ideals were anti Muslim. He protested the joining of Muslims
in the National Congress. He preached Muslims to be loyal
to the British Government. In 1888 he founded the United
Patriotic Association League with Raja Siva Prasad of
Benaras as arival to INC. In his opinion democracy means
the majority rule and in India it will be the Hindu Rule. No
matter how hard he tried, he could not completely alienate
the Muslims from the Congress. Many liberal Muslims joined
the Congress and played their part in the national movement.
Leaders like Badruddin Tyabji tried to remove the
misconception of the Muslim towards the Congress and
integrate the Muslims into the national stream.

Cow slaughter was banned in Punjab during the Sikh rule,
which was allowed after the establishment of English rule in
Punjab. This widened the gulf between the Hindus and
Muslims and led to conflict. It led to severe tensions between
the two groups. In 1905 Lord Curzon partitioned the state of
Bengal into two to separate the Hindus and Muslims in Bengal.
Due to this, Hindus and Muslims were divided into two states
in Bengal. Hindus and Muslims unitedly opposed it. But it
created a sense of difference between the two groups. The
policies of Lord Minto, who succeeded Curzon as Viceroy,
created a gulf between Hindus and Muslims. It was Minto
who firmly implemented the policy of divide and rule. The
Muslim League was founded under his patronage. People like
the Nawab of Dacca, for their own selfish interests,
encouraged the establishment of Muslim League and communal
politics.
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Hindu communalism: Hindu communalism also caused the
partition of the country. There are many reasons for Hindu
communalism which created a suspicious atmosphere.

The socio-religious reform movements that began in the
19th century gradually evoked the notions of Hinduism in
certain communities. Some sections felt that Hinduism was
superior to all other religions because the reformers preached
the superiority of Hinduism. The teachings of Dayananda and
Vivekananda created a deep admiration for Hinduism. Radha
Kant Dev founded Dharma Sabha in Bengal for Hindu religious
reforms. The Arya Samaj proposed a program called Shuddhi
to reintegrate Hindus who had converted to other religions
into Hinduism. In Punjab, the attempt of Hindus, especially
the Arya Samajas, to ban Cow Slaughter led to feelings of
hatred between the two groups.

The extremist phase of the national movement also
contributed to Hindu communalism. Balagangadhara Tilak,
Lalalajapatirai, Bipin Chandrapal, Arvind Ghosh etc.
promoted politics by combining religious traditions. They used
Hindu ritual traditions to develop political consciousness. This
made Muslims suspicious of Congress policies. It was used
by the British officials for their own interests. No one tried to
allay the fears of the Muslims. The Hindu fanatics' view ofthe
Mughal emperors as foreigners further fueled Muslim
suspicion. During the Vande Mataram Movement, Hinduism
was propagated as a symbol of nationalism as part of
Swadeshi. Tilak celebrated Shivaji's and Ganesha festivals
which were not accepted by the Muslims. Propagation of the
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concept of Bharata Mata gradually led to the trend of Hindu
communalism.

The religious orientation of the Muslims made the Hindus
also feel the need to protect the religion. As a result, some
sections of the Hindus propagated the concepts of Hinduism.
Efforts by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan to restore the purity of
Islam by removing the traditions caused by Hindu influence in
Islam encouraged militant religious tendencies among Hindus.
Hindu Mahasabha founded by Madan Mohan Malaviya in
1916, motivated Hindus to protect their religion. Lala Lajpat
Rai and N.C. Khelkar were the other prominent leaders of
the Hindu Maha Sabha. The Hindu Maha Sabha strongly
opposed the selfish political strategies of the muslims and the
British. It also criticized Gandhi's policy towards Muslims.
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (R.S.S.) established under
the leadership of Hegdewar provided an opportunity for Hindu
religious sentiments to gain strength. Hindu Mahasabha
considered Hindus, Hindu culture and Hindu state to be its
goal. V.D. Savarkar was also a major factor in the rise of
Hindu communalism. R.S.S. President M.S. Golwalkar
condemned the nationalists. Their sentiments gradually led to
the strengthening of Hindu nationalism.

5.2 Muslim League

The establishment of Muslim League is a great historical
event in the history of India. It had a great impact on the
history of'the country. It promoted communalism in India and
eventually caused the partition of the country.
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Circumstances that led to the establishment of Muslim
League:

e
2

The British felt that Indian unity was a threat to their power.
They followed the policy of dividing the Indians on the
basis of caste and religion. It was for this reason that Muslim
communalism emerged in India. It has been promoted by
the people who were with selfish political goals.

The Hindu-Muslim unity during the 1857 rebellion
disturbed the British. They thought that the longevity of
the British Empire in India depended on the separation of
the Hindus from Muslims. The Muslims were neglected
by the British to divide the Indians on the basis of religion.
They were kept away from joining the army as well as

other government services.

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan identified the reasons for the
backwardness of behind Muslim . So he tried to reduce
the conflicts between the British and the Muslims. He
worked hard to develop friendly relations between the
English and the Muslims. Theodore Beck, the first principal
of the Anglo - Oriental College, Aligarh, strengthened the
Anglo-Muslim alliances and preached that Muslims should
stay away from the national movement.

During the partition of Bengal, the Hindus and Muslims
unitedly organized the Vande Mataram Movement, which
became an embarrassment to the British. At the same time,
Lord Minto manipulated the growing political
consciousness among the Muslims to suit the interests of
the English.
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s In 1906 Lord Minto on the advice of Marley, the then
Secretary of Indian Affairs, appointed a committee to
make necessary recommendations for introducing new
reforms in the country. In the same year a 36-member
delegation under the leadership of Aga Khan, the Nawab
of Dacca, encouraged by Lord Minto, presented a petition
to the Viceroy on 1 October 1906 at Simla. The petition
was drafted by Arch Bald, principal of Aligarh College,
with the encouragement of the Viceroy. In this petition,
they asked for separate electorates to Muslims and priority
to Muslims in the Legislative Council down to district
boards. The delegation requested the Viceroy for the
nomination of Muslim member into the Governor General's
Council. They also demanded special opportunities to
Muslims in the fields of education and employment. Lord
Minto cordially invited the delegation as ithad come under
the pre planned programme of the English. He announced
that he would consider their demands sympathetically. Lord
Minto agreed in principle to the creation of separate
constituencies and weightage for Muslims. By this
decision, the Muslims were successfully separated from
the mainstream National movement and the goal of Lord
Minto was fulfilled. But Marley, the Secretary of Indian
Affairs, did not agree with Minto's views. However, due
to the efforts of Indian bureaucrats, the British
Government approved the formation of separate
constituencies on the basis of religion in Indian Councils
Act 1909. The Act provided the Hindus and Muslims to
vote separately to elect their representatives to legislative
Council.
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Foundation of Muslim League: With the success of
the Simla delegation and the support of the British, the
Muslims attempted to found a separate political
organization. This was encouraged by Lord Minto. In
1906, as a result of the efforts of Nawab Salim Ullah,
Muslims from all over the country gathered in Dhaka.
Nawab of Dhaka Aga Khan and Mohsin - ul - Mulk
founded the All-India Muslim League in 1906.

The chief aims of Muslim League were: To promote
friendly relations between the Muslims and the English.
To extend support to the English against the National
Movement. To keep the Muslims away from the Indian
National Congress. Early Activities of Muslim League:

From the beginning the Muslim League encouraged
communal rivalry among Muslims and Hindus. From 1908
onwards the Muslim League activities created hatredness
in Muslims against nationalism and Congress. Major
sections of Muslim Society were influenced by the ideals
of the League. But nationalist Muslims like Maulana Azad,
Md

Ali - Jinnah, Maulana Muzhar - ul- Haq, Maulana Shibli
Naumani, Maulana Mahood did not support the
communal politics of the League. According to Azad, the
main aim of the establishment of the Muslim League was
to develop the loyalty of the Muslims towards the British
Government, thereby achieving the interests and rights of
the Muslims. So the Muslim League is a religious
organization. Its primary objective was to protect the
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interests of Muslims.It does not have the national character
of'the Indian National Congress. From the beginning its
activities were against the Congress. In the first year the
Muslims passed a resolution supporting the partition of
Bengal. It demanded separate constituencies for Muslims
and special representation in Government jobs. Some
British English newspapers also supported the Muslim
League. The Indian Councils Act 1909, was welcomed
by the Muslim League. In that Act the British proposed
separate constituencies for Muslims.

In the early stages the Muslim League represented the
working class and the upper class. The Muslim
intelligentsia, nationalists and commoners did not accept
the sectarian features of the Muslim League. Muhammad
Ali Jinnah proposed a resolution opposing a separate
constituency for Muslims in the Allahabad Congress in
1910. Maulana Mazrul Haq reinforced that proposal.
Maulana Shabli Naumani, Maulana Muhammad Ali,
Nawab Syed Muhammad, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
etc. were opposed to the sectarian trend of the Muslim
League and stayed away from it.

Lucknow Pact (1916): Although the British Government
tried to separate the Hindu Muslims in many ways, the
Congress leaders tried to bridge the gap between the two.
Several national and international events also led to an
alliance between the Congress and the Muslim League.
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In 1910, the headquarters of the Muslim League shifted
from Aligarh to Lucknow which freed the Muslim League
from Beck's influence.

As aresult of the Vande Mataram Movement against the
partition of Bengal, the British Government revoked the
partition of Bengal in 1911, which dismayed Muslim
League. ? The Muslim League proposed to set up a
separate university for Muslims at Aligarh. But Viceroy
Lord Hardinge rejected this. This caused antagonism
towards the British among the middle class and educated
Muslims.

The policy of the British Government in the Balkan wars
made the Muslims hostile to the British Government. The
British were at war with Turkey in World War 1. The
British Government arrested the pro-Turkish leaders in
India. With this, the Indian Muslims strongly opposed the
attitude of the British Government.

As aresult of the efforts of the Congress leaders and the
nationalists in the Muslim League, an atmosphere of
goodwill was created between the Congress and Muslim
League. The efforts of leaders like Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shaukat Ali and Muhammad
Ali brought Muslims closer to the Congress.

The charter of the Muslim League was revised in the 1913
session. Its political objectives coincided with those of
the Congress. The leaders of the two organizations came
forward to work together.
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¢ In 1915, the annual meeting of the Muslim League was
held in Bombay. At the same time Congress meeting was
also held in Bombay. Congress leaders like Mahatma
Gandhi, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Sarojini
Naidu participated in Muslim League meetings.

% In 1916 the Congress and Muslim League entered an
agreement. This was known as the Lucknow Pact.
Through this agreement both organizations demanded
from the British that self-governance should be introduced
in the country. The Congress accepted the Muslim
League's demand for separate constituencies on the basis
of religion. From then onwards the Congress adopted
policies to satisfy the League. The Lucknow Pact allowed
Hindu-Muslim unity to continue for a few years.

Khilafat Movement:

s Allied Powers won the First World War. Turkey, one of
the Axis Powers, signed the Treaty of Sevres with the
Allies in May 1920. In this treaty, the Turkish Empire and
the Caliphate system were broken. This increased the
Muslim opposition to the British Government in India in
October 1919, the Muslim leaders Abul Kalam Azad,
Hakim Ajmal Khan and Hazrat Mahani formed the
Khilafat Committee. The Khilafat Movement was led by
the Ali brothers Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali to restore
Turkish powers. Gandhiji supported the Khilafat
Movement as he wanted to make Muslims also
participants in the national movement. Muslim leaders
supported Gandhi's leadership. Hindus and Muslims
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unitedly participated in the Non-cooperation Movement.
Circumstances that led to the establishment of Muslim
separatism:

After the Non-cooperation Movement, the relations of
the Congress with Muslims were impaired for various
reasons. The Montague-Chamesford reforms announced
in 1919, did not satisfy the Muslim League and the Muslim
League turned from national sentiments to religious
interests.

After the call off of the Khilafat Movement, the Indian
Muslims no onger need to fight against the British
Government. Taking it as an opportunity, the British
worked hard to convert the Muslims to their side. Due to
the patronage of the British, relations between Hindus
and Muslims were severely damaged for about a decade
and caused communal strife.

The majority of newspapers in India at that time were
religious journals. These fostered differences between
Hindus and Muslims for their own benefit. They felt that
the Muslim League leaders had lost their primacy by
working with the Congress. Therefore the Muslims felt
that the Muslim League should have an identity as a
separate organization.

The formation of the Hindu Mahasabha and the
reorganization of the Arya Samaj increased the sense of
insecurity among the Muslims. They are also bound to
protect their religious interests.
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Gandhiji's inability to separate politics from religion also
indirectly fostered Muslim communalism.

The liberal leaders like Muhammad Ali, Shaukat Ali,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah etc gradually turned to
communalism and supported the religious elements of the
League. Internal Dissensions in the Muslim League: By
1927 internal dissensions arose in the Muslim League. A
faction led by Muhammad Shafi opposed the proposal of
Jinnah's for joint constituencies. The wing led by Jinnah
boycotted the Simon Commission. They also collaborated
with the Congress in drafting the Nehru Report. Jinnah
also participated in the All-Party Conference of 1928. At
the same time the Shafi group cooperated with the Simon
Commission and opposed the Nehru Report.

Jinnah's break away from Congress: The All-Party
Conference of 1928. appointed a committee headed by
Motilal Nehru to frame a constitution that was acceptable
to Hindus and Muslims. The report submitted by this
committee is known as the Nehru Report. It was discussed
in the Calcutta Session. Jinnah attended this conference
and proposed 3 amendments. They are 1. Muslims should
have ? representation in the Central Legislature. 2. Punjab
and Bengal should have Muslim representation for up to
10 years on the basis of population. 3. Residual powers
should be given to the States. Jinnah's amendments were
rejected by a sub-committee of the Calcutta Conference.
Jinnah's feelings were hurt when the Calcutta Congress
decided that the British Indian Government should accept
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the Nehru Report as it was. This helped to turn Jinnah
into a secularist unity to continue for a few years.

s Khilafat Movement: Allied Powers won the First World
War. Turkey, one of the Axis Powers, signed the Treaty
of Severs with the Allies in May 1920. In this treaty, the
Turkish Empire and the Caliphate system were broken.
This increased the Muslim opposition to the British
Government. In October 1919 Muslim leaders like Abul
Kalam Azad, Hakim Ajmal Khan and Hazrat Mahani
formed the Khilafat Committee. The Khilafat movement
was led by brothers Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali to
restore Turkish powers. Gandhiji supported the Khilafat
movement as he wanted to make Muslims also participants
in the national movement. Muslim leaders supported
Gandhi's leadership. Hindu Muslims united with it and
organized non-cooperation movement.

Muslim Establishment: Circumstances that led to it

== After the non-cooperation movement, Congress's relations
with Muslims were strained. The Montague-Chamesford
reforms did not satisfy the Muslim League. With that, the
Muslim League turned from national sentiments to religious
interests.

= With the Khilafat movement stopped, Indian Muslims no
longer had to fight against the British Government. Taking
it as an opportunity, the British worked hard to convert
the Muslims to their side. Due to the patronage of the
British, relations between Hindus and Muslims were
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severely strained for about a decade. For a decade,
communal strife raged.

The majority of newspapers in India at that time were
religious journals. These fostered differences between
Hindus and Muslims for their own benefit.

They felt that the Muslim League leaders had lost their
primacy by working with the Congress. Therefore, the
Muslims felt that the Muslim League should be shown as
a separate organization. The formation of the Hindu
Mahasabha and the reorganization of the Arya Samaj
increased the sense of insecurity among the Muslims.
They are also bound to protect their religious interests.

Gandhiji's inability to separate politics from religion also
indirectly fostered Muslim communalism.

Muhammad Ali, Shaukat Ali, Muhammad Ali Jinnah etc
gradually supported the religious elements of the League.

Internal Dissensions in the Muslim League: By 1927
internal dissensions arose in the Muslim League. A faction
led by Muhammad Shafi opposed Jinnah's proposals for
joint constituencies. The Jinnah faction boycotted the
Simon Commission. Nehru also cooperated with the
Congress in drafting the Constitution. Jinnah also
participated in the All-Party Conference of 1928. At the
same time the Shafi group cooperated with the Simon
Commission and opposed the Nehru report. Jinnah's
break away from the Congress: The All-Party Conference
of 1928 appointed a committee under the chairmanship
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of Motilal Nehru to frame a constitution acceptable to
Hindus and Muslims. The report submitted by this
committee is known as the Nehru Report. It was
discussed in the Calcutta conference. Jinnah attended this
conference and proposed 3 amendments. They are 1.
Muslims should have ? representation in the Central
Legislature. 2. Punjab and Bengal should have Muslim
representation for 10 years on population basis. 3.
Residual powers should be given to the States. Jinnah's
amendments were rejected by a sub committee of the
Calcutta Conference. Jinnah's feelings were hurt when the
Calcutta Congress decided that the British Indian
Government should accept the Nehru Report as it was.
This helped to turn Jinnah into a communalist.

Jinnah's 14 Point Formula: An All-India Muslim League
conference was organized in Delhi to resolve differences
in the Muslim League. In which Jinnah proposed 14 points.
A consensus was reached in the Muslim League on the
basis of Jinnah's 14 points. The 14 points were

The future constitution of India should be a federal
constitution. Residual powers should be vested in the
states.

. All states should have unitary autonomy.
Minorities should be given due priority in all legislatures.

There should be one-third Muslim representation in the
Central Legislature.
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10.

11.

. Muslims should have separate constituencies.

The Muslim majority in Punjab, Bengal and the North-
West Frontier States should not be disturbed.

Sindh State should be separated from Bombay State.
All religions should be given full freedom of religion.

Constitutional guarantees should be provided for the
protection of its religious interests.

As in other states in the North-West Frontier State,
Balochistan Reforms should be introduced.

The matter of representation of Muslims in self-governing
bodies and Government jobs should be included in the
constitution.

12. Ifthree-fourths of the members of that community object

13.

14.

on the ground that their religious interests are being
infringed upon, the bill or resolution shall not be passed.

One third of the ministerial posts in Central and State
ministries should be given to Muslims.

No change shall be made in the constitution of the
Legislature without the consent of the States of the Union
of India.
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Round Table Conferences:

The British Government organized three Round Table

Conferences between 1930-32 in London to discuss the

constitutional reforms.

Jinnah and Ali’s brothers welcomed the first Round Table
Conference organized by the British Government in 1930.
The Muslim League did not accept national Muslim
representation for this conference. The decision was invited
by the British Government, which was implementing the
doctrine of divide and rule. All prominent Muslim leaders
attended this meeting. The British Government largely
acceded to the wishes of the Muslims.

Atthe Second Round Table Conference in 1931, Gandhi's
efforts to reach an agreement with the Muslim League
failed. Minority representatives led by Aga Khan insisted
on separate constituencies. Gandhiji thought that for
constitution making, priority should be given to the issue
of Responsible Government formation. The deadlock was
due to the obstinacy of the Muslim League. Based on
this, British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald
announced separate constituencies for Muslims as well
as Sikhs and Anglo Indians. Separate seats are also
reserved for the castes. Communal Award thus cemented

communal differences in India.

In protest against the Communal award, Gandhi went on
a hunger strike in Yerwada Jail, Poona. As aresult of the
efforts of Madan Mohan Malaviya, Rajagopalachari,
M.V. Jayakar etc., Gandhiji and Ambedkar entered an
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agreement in 1932 which was known as Poona Pact.
After the agreement a conference was held at Allahabad
and a committee was appointed to settle the differences.
The committee accepted joint constituencies and also
agreed to give 32 percent representation to Muslims. The
British Government agreed to recognize Sindh as a
separate state to appease the Muslims and give them
33.5% seats in the central legislature. With this, the Muslim
League again distanced itself from the Congress.

Elections of 1937: Elections were held in 1937 by the
British Government under the Government of India Act,
1935. Congress has won many states in these elections.
This caused deep discontent among the Muslim League
leaders. Congress also looked down on other parties.
Jinnah proposed to form a Congress-Muslim League
coalition Government in Uttar Pradesh but the Congress
did not agree. From then onwards, Jinnah became a
staunch enemy of the Congress. He strongly opposed
the demands of the Congress and became a communalist.
He called upon the Muslims to unite for the coming
struggle. In October 1937, at the annual meeting of the
League in Lucknow, Jinnah declared that 'Hindustan has
been clearly proved to belong to the Hindus'. He traveled
all over the country to garner the support of the common
Muslims. Muslim farmers were made participants in the
movement. He incited religious fury among Muslims by
calling that Islam was in danger. With this, the relations of
the Congress Muslims have completely deteriorated.
Nationwide communal hatred has gone mad and led to
riots. Even Congress did not try to rectify this situation.
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¢ Liberation Day: In 1939, the British Government
announced that India would also participate in World War
11, without consulting the Congress ministries. Congress
ministers resigned in protest. Jinnah took advantage of
this opportunity. He called for it to be celebrated as
Liberation Day across the country. In January 1940,
Gandhi again tried to get Jinnah's cooperation which was
in vain. Jinnah did not cooperate with Congress. At the
same time the Viceroy also wanted to weaken the
Congress and strengthen the League.

Muslims demand for Pakistan:

s Since 1929, Muslims had the ambition to have a separate
kingdom. Muhammad Igbal, a famous poet and
philosopher, presided over the Muslim League meeting
held in Allahabad in 1929. He felt that Muslims should
strive for a different nation. But the then Muslims in India
were not interested in those sentiments.

== Muslim students at Cambridge University reinforced this
sentiment for a separate nation. The word ‘Pakistan' was
firstused in 1933 by a Cambridge University student named
Rahmat Ali. When the London Conference was held, he
suggested that Muslims should have a separate homeland
and that it should be made up of Punjab, North-West
Frontier States, Kashmir, Sindh and Balochistan.

%= Two Nation theory of Jinnah: The Muslim League
conference held in Lucknow in 1937 opposed the pro-
Congress policies. In 1939, the Muslim League started
arguing for a separate state for Muslims. It felt that under
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the guise of democracy, Muslims would have to continue
under the rule of majority Hindus. Congress tried to
convince the leaders of Muslim League to withdraw the
demand for a separate nation. But those efforts were in
vain. In 1940, Jinnah announced the two-nation theory.
He prophesied that Hindus and Muslims in India are two
separate races and that they should have separate countries.
Jinnah declared that any constitutional solution must be
based on the two-nation theory.

Quit India Movement:

s Inthe Cripps proposal sent by the British Government in
1942, proposed to the states, those who did not accept
the new constitution, could enter into a direct agreement
with Britain in the future. The British Government generally
accepted the formation of Pakistan.

% The Muslim League cooperated with the British
Government during the Quit India Movement. While all
the Congress leaders were under arrest, Jinnah toured
the country promoting anti-Congress policies.

s After Gandhi was released from prison, he asked
Rajagopalachari to formulate a policy for Hindu - Muslim
unity. In September 1944 he met Jinnah to explain the
need for Hindu - Muslim unity and tried to get his
cooperation. But in this meeting, Jinnah made it clear that
nothing but an all-independent Pakistan was acceptable.
This made Jinnah understand Gandhi's weakness and he
used it completely for his own gain. This meeting gave
undue prominence to Jinnah.
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s Nationalist Muslim organizations such as Jamiat-ul-Ulema-
e-Hind, Khudai KhidmatGar (started by Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan) and All India Shia Association opposed
the desire for a separate Pakistan. But extremist Muslim
leaders mocked national leaders like Maulana Azad and
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan.

s In such circumstances Hindu Mahasabha was formed
under the leadership of Madan Mohan Malaviya and
V.D. Savarkar to counter the rise of Muslim sectarianism.
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh came into existence
as an affiliate of it. The Hindu Mahasabha has declared
its mission to preserve the unity of the country and establish
a strong central Government. Due to this, communal strife
broke out in many parts of the country and caused loss
of life and money.

Wavell’s plan:

s In 1945 Viceroy Wavell announced a plan. A meeting
was arranged at Shimla on 29 June 1945 to discuss it.
The Congress sent Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a
nationalist Muslim representative committed to Hindu-
Muslim equality, to the meeting. But Jinnah objected to
this. Jinnah did not accept the presence of non-Muslim
League members in the new Executive Council. He argued
that the nationalist Muslims were not representatives of
Muslims. Only the members of the Muslim League
represent the Muslims. Jinnah declared that he would not
accept any constitution that did not propose Pakistan.

368



88 $00os®  Sersed dooeizren et i)
ooRbcsran. HdDen Jero PEGED Sersedhy HED ((PSre
& So%mmdn Sedge, Geod oTTTen DEGE)BEHATIoD. grdo
8dy Dowd e 80D rETers dihos® (HEEKe
Bowometd. grEE (HEeR) s S I, 6 (e b
$pErdD HES B wofod Jero soF) Fwoh HAFH, §HS
AP 0B e e AHTIFIV HOS. GopIos®
Sedgen Sedgiorren @KF Beren D& ée)éegzﬁadﬁﬁegow. Qezro
RIHDD @8 iyl of YR AdTe Dok sakugre
BEEE I8 (HeHB)ow.

BenHoB é@%”géﬁ;oéﬁ PSR 5208 &S0 SaEmeds
B ($8HB0 DIE S [FrSodood. 1948 1ZHo0wb 135 BES
FEE PILen FEETE SoPH0S™ (HEBomrow. Vero PigEm
HD)EROTFo00h. Dero I ©HSD O erobdorne b
e HEeER) 50 T FoNNFAsRD. JRoE 183 FruTers
KO0 GBS SHrREHS &8 DD Bchaod. & PRE SB5%
Jeb HES BOT 585 © 1OTL. IS Hograd’® HAB ‘©HTHS
RS 0 1. FPETEE IS KO85 1 Hesd eSS %D %
BB DADN0HTTE.

S5 Soisii:

esiooy SP)5 dopREm 84 Jo SKBH 88° ey d{go
EON ¢ob. 9d BT BPILS FERRS® VO Een DA Gob.
PBRE 80 BB0 K0k (Hesen SnRoew. FPeidH Toer 8 Vof
8o, i P45 K JyBol¥ BIore womed FrRoTE.
FBIS 5B S5 B¥oS® DKo ware §°6h%H0d. (Heseo WE
wapep TEDES0E° B8t HDI0 sared EBhHTND. HE
wapep FEETE. 08 [Huo S 850 19328° T3S =88]
PRV FRoTH. T B RoR el KETEore Forwo
B30 WIEIFY I, woHed YT (Huer ©I&D
DERoToD.

369



Overall, the Shimla Conference failed due to Jinnah's
obstinate attitude.

1945 Elections:

¢ Elections were held at the end of 1945. Both Congress
Muslim Leagues have proved their mettle. The Muslim
League won a majority of the seats reserved for Muslims.
Nationalist Muslim leaders and other Muslim parties such
as the Union Party were left behind. Thus, the Muslim
League had to be recognized as the irrevocable
representative organization of the Muslim community.
Congress also proved its strength by winning the maximum
number of seats. These developments disturbed the unity
of India. The strength given by this victory further increased
the campaign for the creation of Pakistan by the Muslims.

Cabinet Mission Plan:

s In 1946, the Cabinet Mission which came to discuss the
issue of transfer of power to India was of the view that
the formation of Pakistan was not feasible and that the
transfer of power should be done in one piece. The
Viceroy Wavell suggested that the Government should be
set up at the center in which Congress should have six
seats and Muslim League should have five seats. The
Muslims did not accept the proposal to have equal
positions with the Congress. On the whole, the Cabinet
Mission did not approve the formation of Pakistan.
Elections to the Constituent Assembly of India were held
in July 1946 on the proposal of the Cabinet Mission. The
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League leaders were dissatisfied with the achievements
of'the Congress.

Jinnah announced that the League would not cooperate
with the Congress on matters such as the formation ofa
provisional Government and the transfer of power to the
legislature. He declared 16 August 1947 as the day of
direct action if the proposal of Pakistan was not accepted.

Direct Action Day by the Muslim League (14 August
1946) - Partition of the country: After much deliberation,
by June 1946 the Congress and the Muslim League both
agreed to the Cabinet Mission Plan. To implement the
plan, elections were held to the Constituent Assembly in
the month of July 1946. The victory of Congress in this
election caused envy and agony to Muslim league. The
league was jealous towards Congress. Jinnah, displeased
with the announcement of Pethick Lawrence and Stafford
Cripps, that the Muslim League did not have the power
to nominate Muslim members who would be in the interim
Government. He felt insulted with the declaration of Nehru
that the Congress had the power to amend the Cabinet
Mission Plan. As a reaction to Nehru's announcement,
Jinnah withdrew his support for the Cabinet Mission Plan.
The Muslim League announced direct action for the
formation of Pakistan. It was intended to increase
pressure on the Congress and not against the British
Government

On 30th July 1946, the League passed a resolution.
Accordingly, Jinnah called upon the Muslims to observe

372



aday of direct action on 16th August 1946. Direct action,
which began with demonstrations in Calcutta on 16
August, led to severe communal strife and bloodshed.
For four days, murders, arson, atrocities on women,
looting and loss of property were rampant. Gandhiji
condemned religious hatred and toured those areas and
worked hard to establish a peaceful situation.

Formation of Provisional Government: In such
circumstances a Provisional Government was formed on
2nd September 1946 under the leadership of Nehru. The
Viceroy, who felt it necessary to include the Muslim
League in the Government, held talks with Jinnah.
Eventually the Muslim League agreed to join the
Provisional Government. By October, the Congress

League Provisional cabinet began functioning. As the
League ministers did not cooperate with Nehru, there
was an impasse in the Government machinery. League
leaders declared that they would fight for the goal of
forming Pakistan as part of the cabinet.

It was at this time that the violence started again and from
October 15th there were murders, robberies, rapes,
forced conversions and riots. Atrocious incidents took
place in East Bengal. Retaliatory actions were taken in
Bihar with the information brought by the refugees who
reached Bihar from East Bengal. The situation was brought
under control with the help of the army. To settle the
situation, the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs invited
the Congress, Muslim League and Sikh members to

373



London for talks. After the London meeting, Jinnah,
Liaquat Ali Khan and other Muslim leaders stayed in
London and discussed the formation of Pakistan with the
English leaders.

s Keeping in mind many national and international issues,
the British Prime Minister Attlee announced in the House
of'the Commons, that the transfer of power should take
place before June 1948. He announced that if the
constitution was not prepared and a constitutional
Government was not formed by then, the British
Government would decide to whom power is to be
transferred. The Muslim League went into direct action in
Punjab and the North-West Frontier States. Unstable
conditions prevailed in India.

Partition India's independence:

s InMarch 1947 Lord Mountbatten was appointed as the
Viceroy of India to solve the situation. He held talks with
Congress leaders, Muslim League leaders and Sikh
representatives. The efforts failed due to the obstinacy of
the Muslim League. Mountbatten believed that the division
of the country was the solution to any problem. The
partition of the country was done according to the
Mountbatten plan. Mountbatten proposed the formation
of Pakistan with Sindh, Balochistan, and the North-West
Frontier States, as well as the Muslim-majority areas of
Punjab and Bengal. Even though they did not like it, the
Congress leaders were forced to accept the partition of
the country under the pressure for the sake of peace and
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security in the country. Pakistan was formed on 14th
August 1947. On 15th August both countries got
independence from British rule.

Intigration of Princely States in Indian Union - Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

Introduction: By the time the British came to India, there
were many small and large states in India. They were
called native states or princely states. Among them were
large principalities like Ayodhya, Mysore, Hyderabad
and Kashmir as well as many smaller principalities. The
relations of the English to the native states are as follows:

In the first phase i.e., from 1757 to 1818 the English had
somewhat friendly relations with the native states.

But in the second phase i.e., from 1818 to 1857 some
indigenous rulers who did not tolerate the intervention of
the British opposed them. It was at this stage that
Wellesley included several states under the company’s
authority by implementing the Subsidiary Alliance, a treaty
of military cooperation and apprehended their
independence. In many provinces, the people opposed
the anti-development measures adopted by the indigenous
rulers and supported the British reforms. That is why
people in many areas were not interested in the revolt of
1857.

The revolt of 1857 brought about a change in the relations
between the British and the native rulers. At this stage
some of the indigenous rulers cooperated with the British
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in suppressing the rebellion. After the Rebellion of 1857,
Queen Victoria's Proclamation granted independence to
the native rulers subject to British sovereignty. Afterwards,
most of the indigenous rulers established good relations
with the English.

Since 1858, there were two types of administrative
divisions in India. They are British territories and
indigenous territories. Acts made by the British Parliament
were enforced in British-ruled states. The British
Government did not interfere in the internal affairs of the
Princely States. This led to misrule in many indigenous
states. The National Movement in the British-ruled
territories, influenced the indigenous people to start their
struggle for their rights. In the early stages, the Indian
National Congress did not interfere in the affairs of the
Princely States. In the course of time, the attitude of
Congress has changed. The Congress sympathized with
the democratic movements in the Princely States. Gandhiji
also warned the rulers to establish responsible
administration in the Princely States.

In the Government of India Act of 1935, it was suggested
that India should form a federation with British-ruled states
and Princely States. It did not materialize due to several
reasons. In the Constituent Assembly, formed in 1946,
Princely States were also represented. Princely States
were allowed to send one representative per ten lakh
population. A total of 93 members represented the Princely
States in the Constituent Assembly. Jawaharlal Nehru
asked the native rulers to send their representatives to
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the Constituent Assembly. Many native rulers like Baroda,
Patiala, Jaipur, Cochin, Mysore Gwalior etc. joined the
Constituent Assembly.

Lord Mountbatten, who became Governor General in
March 1947, met with the native rulers in July and
suggested that they must join either India or Pakistan.

Integration of Princely States: Under British rule, there
were two types of administrative divisions in India. They
are British territories and indigenous territories. British
territories were directly under British rule. The Princely
States were subject to British sovereignty and established
independent administrations in their territories. They were
subject to British India only in terms of peace and security,
foreign affairs and transport facilities. By 1947 there were
562 Princely States in British India. About 550 of them
are in the Union Territory of India. During the last phase
of the struggle for Indian Independence, many ideas and
strategies were announced on the future of Princely States.
The Mountbatten Plan gave the Princely States the option
of either joining the Indian Union, joining Pakistan, or
remaining independent. With that, Princely States were
given the opportunity to decide their own future. There
were many debates on whether the Princely States should
remain independent or merge with India to protect their
interests. The Indian Independence Act, 1947 declared
the end of British sovereignty over the princely States by
15th August,1947. The rulers were given a choice to join
either India or Pakistan or to remain independent.
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% Provisional Government-Department of Home
Affairs (July 1947): The integration of the Princely States
into India was a tough task for the Provisional
Government.Under the leadership of Nehru, the
Provisional Government constituted the Department of
Home Affairs in the month of July 1947 Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel as Minister and. V.P. Menon as
Secretary. Patel negotiated with the Princely rulers. He
asked them to merge the states into the Indian Union for
the welfare of the states. With his intellect, he instilled the
spirit of patriotism and nationalism in the native rulers and
they agreed to merge with India. Patel and VP Menon
convinced them to unite with India as a result of Patel's
efforts, the states joined the Indian Union and signed the
annexation document before August 15, 1947. Apart from
Junagadh, Kashmir and Hyderabad, the rest of the
Principalities were merged into either India or Pakistan
before Independence.

= Junagadh: It is located in Kathiawar region. A small
principality of 3337 square miles. About 75% of the
people are Hindus. The ruler Muhammad Rasul Khan
was a Muslim. He announced that Junagadh would join
Pakistan. The areas of Junagadh state are geographically
suitable for joining the Indian Union. But the Nawab
wanted to include it in Pakistan under the influence of
Muslim league. The Government of Pakistan took
measures to annex Junagadh into Pakistan.The people
started agitation against the decision of the Nawab. Law
and order collapsed. Menon's efforts to integrate the state
into the Indian Union failed. Then , the Indian Government
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mobilized the troops Nawab fled to Pakistan. The
Government of India held a referendum on 20 February
1948 in Junagadh. According to the public opinion, it
merged into the Indian Union.

Hyderabad State: Hyderabad State is the largest of all
the Princely States. It has an area of 83 thousand square
miles and a population of nearly one crore and 60 lakhs.
The ruler Mir Usman Ali Khan was a Muslim. 85 percent
of'the people are Hindus. Telangana along with some parts
of Maharashtra and some parts of Karnataka were
included in the Hyderabad state. 80 percent of people
speak Telugu. The Nizam made Urdu the official language.
Urdu was also the medium of instruction in educational
institutions. The state was very backward in all aspects.
[lliteracy and poverty make people's lives miserable. The
Nizam fanatically allocated up to 90 percent of
Government services to Muslims. Medieval feudal system
was implemented in the administration. People enjoyed
no rights. Jagirdars and Government employees brutally
tortured the people. Landlords like Ijadars, Muktidars
and Agraharis forced people to bonded labour. During
the Second World War there was a severe scarcity of
food in Telangana. In 1930 with the establishment of
Nizam Andhra Mahasabha, political consciousness among
the people started. Due to the efforts of organizations
like Maharashtra Parishad and Kannada Parishad,
national feeling grew in Hyderabad state. Hyderabad
State Congress was founded in 1938.
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The Nizam of Hyderabad announced on 12th June 1947
that the state of Hyderabad would be an independent
nation. The people who opposed the Nizam's rule started
the Hyderabad a movement to merge Hyderabad into
the Indian Union. Hyderabad State Congress and
Communist Party led the movement. The Nizam tried to
suppress the movement through lathi charges and arrests.
State Congress leaders were arrested by the Government.
Students hoisted the national flag at Sultan Bazar.

In 1927 a party called Ittihad-ul-Musliman was founded
to protect the interests of Muslims. Later its members
were called Razakars after Qasim Razvi who led it. By
1946, the Nizam came under the influence of Razvi. With
his advice, the Nizam declared that he would not give up
the independence of Hyderabad under any circumstances,
even if he was ready for war.

In the month of September 1947, the Nizam's Government
signed the Standstill agreement with the Government of
India. According to this the Government of India shall not
interfere in the affairs of the state, subject to the authority
of Government of India in defense, currency, transport
and foreign affairs. As part of the agreement, Kayam
Munshi was appointed as the representative of the
Government of India in Hyderabad. The Nizam treated
him with indifference. He also banned Indian Government
currency from circulation in the state. He negotiated to
establish military relations with Pakistan.
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At the same time, the atrocities of Razakars increased
day by day. The police, Nizam's army and Razakars united
and plundered the villages. Atrocities on women became
routine. Dressed in military uniform, Qasim Razvi paraded
in the streets of Hyderabad. He said that he would arrest
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Deputy Prime
Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and throw them at the
Nizam's feet and hoist the Asaf Jahi flag on the Red Fort
in Delhi. Murders, vandalism and house burnings have
become routine in the state. The Nizam's army
commander, General Ahmed All Idrus, tried to get arms
from abroad.

In such circumstances the Government of India initiated
military action to maintain law and order in Hyderabad.
On 13th September 1948, Indian troops entered
Hyderabad. Nizam's army collapsed. Nizam's military
officer Idrus lowered the Asaf Jahi flag and surrendered
to the Indian Government. On September 18, Hyderabad
State was incorporated into the Union of India. Sardar
Patel called this military operation ‘Police Action’. In
military parlance it was called 'Operation Polo'. Major
General JN Chaudhary was appointed as the Military
Governor of Hyderabad.

Jammu & Kashmir: The State of Jammu and Kashmir
has an area of 84 thousand square kilometers. It shares
borders with China, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 80 percent
of people in this state are Muslims. The ruler Raja Hari
Singh was a Hindu. He wanted to keep Kashmir as an
independent country. Pakistan wants Kashmir to merge
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with their country. People wanted integration with India
under the leadership of Sheikh Abdullah. Sheikh Abdullah
was a secularist. He founded the National Conference
Party in 1932 for the rights of the people. He went several
times to fight against the rule of Raja Hari Singh. Therefore,
the people of Kashmir trusted him. Raja Hari Singh
declared Kashmir a neutral state in August 1947. India
entered into a status quo agreement with Kashmir.
Disappointed by this, Pakistan invaded Kashmir.
Occupied part of Kashmir on 22nd October, 1947. With
that Raja Hari Singh sought India's help. But the Indian
Government said that it could not help Kashmir unless it
was annexed to India. Under these circumstances Raja
Hari Singh acceded Kashmir to India on 26th October
1947. The Government of India sent an army to defend
Kashmir.

s+ A Government was formed in Kashmir under the
leadership of Sheikh Abdullah. According to the decision
of the United Nations, a ceasefire agreement was signed
between India and Pakistan on 1st January 1949. One
third of Kashmir is still under Pakistan.
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Multiple Choice Questions

'The Indian Musalman' was written by

a) William Hunter b) Curzon ¢)Minto d) Vawell

In 1857 Sir Syed Ahmad Khan founded Anglo -Oriental
Mohammedan College at

a) Lucknow  b)Aligarh c¢) Calcutta d) Delhi

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was influenced by

a) William Hunter b) Curzon

¢) Minto d) Theodor Beck
Hindu Maha Sabha was founded in the year

a)1912 b)1914 c) 1916 d)1918
The All-India Muslim League was founded at

a) Nagpur b) Bombay c) Calcutta d) Dacca

The Lucknow pact was signed in

a)l915 b)1916 c)1918 d)1919
Sri Bagh Pact was signed by the leaders of Andhra and

Rayalaseema in
a)1934 b)1935 ¢)1936 d)1937
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10.

Khilafat Movement was led by

a) Sir Syed Ahmad Khan b) Mohammad Ali Jinnah
¢) Ali Brothers d) Sultan of Turkey

Jawahar Lal Nehru formed interim Government in
a) 1945 b)1946 c)1947 d)1948

Choose the Principality which did not integrated into Indian
Union by August 1947

a) Bhopal b) Indore
c)Junagsdh  d) Mysore
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